_vv'Scavenger Wolves Plagumg Plpellne Constructlon Camps

Scavenger wolves are pldgumb
at-construction camps along the
trans-Alaska pipeline route. At

least two reports of workers be-
ing bitten by wolves have been

received by the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, ‘reports
the January issue of Alaska Mag-
azineg. ©

“A group.of pet wolves lives
at .almost "every pipeline con-
struction camp north of the Yu-
kon River,”: Fairbanks. regional
~game’ supervisor - Bob Hinman
told Alaska Magazine’s Outdoor
Editor Jim Rearden.

There are ds many as eight
wolves .near-one camp, said Hin-
man, and theirsdanger as poten-

tial carriers of rabies has not been.

gcnerdlly reuognued

. “We know the men are feed-
ing them, which is against regula-
tions. They have been threaten-
ed with being fired for: feeding
wild animals,” according to Hin-
man, “but the rule is ineftective
because anyone fired  for this
reason apparently can be hired
elsewhere on the project.”

Hinmadn said that wildlife au-
thorities . anticipated bears and
foxes would become used to the
camps, and that these species es-

‘pecially,would be attracted to

food scraps.. “We :didn’t dream

“that wolves would be a’prob-

lem,” he'said.

The wolf populatlon ot Inte-
rior and Northern Alaska.is high
at this time, and ‘the rabbit pop-
ulation is low: A number of inci-
dents of wolf packs killing and
eating chained dogs have been

‘reported in the Ester-Goldstream

area, about 10 miles from Fair-

‘banks; ‘and, they are* .described

in the item in the Alaska Sports-
man:section of the January 1ssue
of Alaska Magazine.
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