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AncientAncietl'tAncietlt
0 t' Cache of Whale Meat Unearthed

By GERALD E . BOWKETTBOWKEITBOWKETT-
Manager

'

Manager , Universityniversity News ServiceServicService-
F

Servic-
FAIRBANKS

e
. FAIRBANKSAIRBANK5F - An ancientancienancient-

cache
ancien-

cache
t

cache of whale ,' meat has beenbeen-
found

been-
found

1

found on St5t.. Lawrence IstoridIsIIsldnIsldn-
near

rdd-

near
1

, near wherewhen: the well-preservedwellpreservedwell.preservedwellpreservedwell-preservepreserve-. dIwell.preservedbodywellpreservebodybody of an EskimoEskim woman estiest i-i¬.-estmatedmated to be some 1,6001600, yearsyears-
old

yearyear-
old

s

old was earlier discovered , andand-
scientists

anan-

scientists
dI

scientistsattemptingtoare now attempting
dg

g
to determine the age of thethe-

meat
the-

meat
e:

meat utilizing, two different techtech-tech-
niques

tech-
niques

¬-

niques ,.
,

'

The meat cachec che was uncoveruncover-uncover-
ed

uncover-
ed

¬-

ed by NathanNa than Numwuk of thethe-

St
thth-

St
e

StSt.. Lawrence Island village ofof-

Savoonga
oo-

Savoonga
fr

Savoonga while digging for fossilfossil-
ivory

foss ' 1I

ivory in the permafrost of Kia-KiaKia-

lagak
Kia-

laga
Kia-

lagak
-

-lagaklagak- lagaklaga PointPomtPointnearnearnearSoutheast- Capeape
-=.

TheapeThediscovery , made in Au-AuAu'gus-

t

AuAu-

gust
-.

'-

gust
g-

ust
'-

gost
g-

ost' gust , was brought to the attenaHenatten-atten-
tion

¬.-

tion of a ., party of National ParkPark-
Servlce.University

Park-
ServiceUniversityService-UniversityServiceUniversityServlce.UniversityServlceUniversity-. of Alaska anan-an-

thropologists
¬.-

thropologists mapping formerformeformer-
dwelling

forme-
dwelling

r
dwelling sites nearby .

"InIn" addition to the whalewhale-
meat

'

meat , the cache alsoalso containedcontainedcontained-
aa walrus hide rope , sealskin pokepoke-
containing

pokpok-
containing

e
containing carved ivory birds ,

and a fpxf9xfox Carcass ," said GeorgeGeorgGeorge-
Smith

Georg-
Smith

e
Smith , a National Park ServiceServiService-
employee

ee-

employeeemployee who is doing graduategraduate-
work

graduate-
workwork in anthropology at the UniUni-Uni-

versity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versity of Alaska . ,,

Other members of the partyparty-
were

party-
werewere ZorroZOtro Bradley , a NationalNational-
Park

National-
ParkPark Service research anthropol-anthropolanthropol-
ogist

anthropol-
ogist

-.

ogist'ogist' and adjunct professor atat-

the
at-

thethe university , and Ron KreherKreher-
and

Kreher-
andand Terry1erry; Dickey , also doingdoing-
graduate

doing-
graduategraduate work in anthropologyanthropology-
atat the university ._

Samples of the whale meatmeat-
have

meat-
havehave been sent to the SmithSmith-Smith-
sonian

¬.-
sonian Institution for radio-carradiocarradiocar-radiocarradiocar-
bon

-- ¬.-
bon dating and to Dr . AidanAidan-
Cockburn

Aidan-
CockburnCockburn , president of the Pa-PaPa-

leopathology
PaPa-

leopathology
-.

leopathology Association , ofof-

Detroit
of-

DetroitDetroit , for dating by the newnew-
amino

new-
aminoamino acid dating technique .

All living tissues absorb radioradio-radio-
carbon

.-

carbon and since this elementelement-
dissipates

element-
dissipatesdissipates at a known rate , it isis-

possible
is-

possiblepossible to determine the approxapprox-¬.-
imateapproximateage of an organism by itsits-

radiocarbon
its-

radiocarbonradiocarbon content..

This was the techniquechniquet emem-em-
ployed

¬.-
ployed by the Smithsonian InIn-

6titution
In-InIn-

stitution
¬.-

stitution-6titution6titution-stitution-- and Physics DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-
ment of the University ofof-

Pennsylvania
of-

PennsylvaniaPennsylvania to determine thethe-
age

the-
ageage of the body found at thethe-
Kialegak

the-
KialegakKiaiegakKialegak site on St . LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland . Working independently ,
the two institutions developeddeveloped-
oV

developed-
overlappingoverlappingoV rlapping age range estimates . ,.

'ItIt,)'"ItIt" was
'

a beautiful correla-correlacorreIa-correIacorrela-
tioji

correIa-
tiop

correla-

tioi
-

tiojitioptioi ," said 'BradleyBradley11radley'
.

Residual amino acidscids underunder-under-
go

¬.-
:

go 'changechange'changefhange as fossil protein dede-dede-

generates
¬.-

generates . The new dating techtech-tech-
nique

¬.-
nique consequently is basedbasedononon-

the
on-

thethe I! condition of the residualresidual-
acids

residual-
acidsacids in the material andandraterate ofof-

its
'

,

its degenerationtlegener tion . TheTh currentcurrent-
tests

current-
teststests '!

, of the whalewh le meat will ena-enacnaena-
able

ena-
able

-.
able scientistsscientists to cross-checkcrosscheck-- thisthis-
new

,

new dating methodinethodmethod against theththe-
oldgr.radiocarbonolderoldoldgr.radiocarbonoldgrradiocarbonrr.radiocabonrrradiocabon< . radiocarbon! method .

e
t
1

d1
dI
i-i¬.-
s
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:

¬-

¬-

fr

A portion of the meat 'waswas'was-
e

'

also provided William A . Galster ,

associate zoochemist at the UniUni-Uni-

1

Uni-

versity
¬-

versity of Alaska'sAlaskas' Institute ofof-
d ArcticArtti Biology , who intends toto-
I

to-
compare

to-
d comparecompare the amount of heavyh avy
imetalsmetals in the tissue't'issue'tissue'' with that inin-

s

in-

s the tissue of freshly-takenfreshlytakenfreshly.takenfreshlytaken-. mama-mama-

rine
¬.-

Irinerinerine mammals .
I' r'

The naturally mummified
woman'swomans' body was found in
1972

"' by Eskimo hunters as itit-

w

it-

waswasw s washing out of a low cliffcliff-
on

cliff-
onon the KiaiegakKialegak Point beach .bodyrbodyfThe hunters removed the body

from , thethecliffcliff ,; reburied it inin-

permafrost
in-

permafrostpermafrost oho'non' the tundra above ,
and informedinformecl Bradley of theirtheir-
disc

their-
discoverydiscpverydiscoverydisc ve'ryvery> '

.

With their helpelp , he disinterdisinter-disinter-
red

¬.-

red the body and arranged forfor-

its
for-

itsits shipment to the FairbanksFairbFairbanks-
campus

flksflks-

campuscampus where it is being preerepre-prepre-

served
¬.-

served in freezer facilities . UltiUlti-Ulti-
mately

Ulti-
mately

¬-

mately it will be returnedr turned to StSt..

Lawrence Island for final burial..

Smith and Dr'.. Michael ZimZim-Zim-
merman

¬.-
merman of the UniversityUniv rsity ofof-

Pennyslvania
of-

PennyylvaniaPennyslvaniaPennyylvania made a study Ofof-
the

of-
thethe tatoos on the arms and

hands,hands of the mummy-mummymummyIn-. In aarere-rere-

'pOrt
re-

port
-.

'pOrtpOrt' orton their researchr seaJch: , theythey-

noted
they-

notednoted the absence ofofanyany ta-tata-

tooing
ta-

tooing
ta-

tooing
-

tooing on the face .

"ThisThisuThis" is unusual ," they wrote ,

"inin" that on StSt.. Lawrence IslandIsland-
itit was customary for EskimoEskirnoEskirno-
women

Eskimo-
women

,

women to have chin and/andand/iiand-

cheek
and/randr// (

>,

cheek tatooing . "
It was the findingfind ng of thethe-

body
the-

bodybody that led to this year'syears' ar-ararear-

cheologieal
are-

cheologit,1
ar-

cheological
-

cheologiealcheologit,1cheologit1cheological, work and the newnew-
discoveries

new-
discoveriesdiscoveries at KiaiegakKialegak Point.. InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition to examining the cachecache-
of

cache-
ofof whale meat and other items ,

the National Park Service-UniServiceUniService-Uni-ServiceUni-
versity

ServiceUni-
versity

- ¬-

versity of Alaska field party alsoalso-
interviewed

also-
interviewedinterviewed a number of residentsresidents-
of

residents-
ofof Savoonga to try to learnlearn-
more

learn-
moremore about the former residentsresidents-
of

residents-
ofof KiaiegakKialegak PointP int..

"AA"" few interestinginterestinterestingstories(1g1g( storiesstoricsstories-
werewereere told about the KiaiegakKialcgakKialegakKialcgak-
people

Kialegak-
peoplepeople ' , but for the most partpatt tththethe-

people
Jit-JitJit-

people

-

people of SavoongaS voonga knew littlelittle-

about
little-

aboutabout this area or its people "

say the researchers in a piejimi-piejimiPICJ1111plclititi-plclititipiejimi-
nary

plclititi-
nary

) -'
nary report on their work .

A literature search also turnturn-turn-
ed

turn-
ed

¬-

ed up little ,, and the researchersresearchers-
concluded

researchers-
concludedconcluded from their findings :

"EvenEven" from this precious little ,

we can most definitely say thatthat-

thethehe material culture stands apart

beingderivedfrom the rest of Alaska , being
derived from Siberia especiallyespecially-
inin recent times . Even in olderolder-
periods

older-
periodsperiods , the artifacts recoveredrecovered-
from

recovered-
fromfrom KiaiegakKialegak and other sitessites-
show

sites-
showshow a more highly developeddeveloped-
culture

developed-
cultureculture than found elsewhereelscwhere inin-

Northern
in-

NorthernNorthern Alaska . "


