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Other Voices—
Interventions

An interesting facet of hite in Alusha toduy s that
intervention into local affairs by one group. wsually
conservationists or federal officials. is greeted with
cries of outrage and indignation. while the most flagrant
intervention into the issues of the deepest long-runee
import to Alaskans are overlooked or treated as on-
amples of good citizenship.

Two recent examples of the latter are the inter-
vention by several oil companies in the North Slope
Boraugh decision and the passage of the developmeat
cities legislation, in the current Alaska Legislatare.

The oil companies are saying in their suit to pre-
vent the formation of the North Slope borough as de-
sired by the local inhabitants that the needs of local
government in Alaska must be subordinated to the
needs of the outside finanical interests who hope to reap
tremendous profits from the North Slope oil while
paying a minimum in local and state taxes. The last
things that these companics want is to have to deal
with a local government entity which has the power
to represent the needs and desires of the local inhabi-
tants. The suit is nothing but naked economic imperial-
ism of the most flagrant type. [t has been relatively un-
noticed and uncommented upon by the rest of Alaska
citizens who are vchement in their desires for local
government for themselves while equally ready to over-
look those who would deny it to their fellow Alaskans.

Likewise, the development cities legislation is pri-
marily designed to bypass local regional governments
and to obviate the need for the creation of borough or
city government in rural Alaska by creating local gov-
ernmental entities that would be in large part under cor-
porate control or at best more responsive to the needs
of one developer than any government should be.

There can be little doubt that the existence of
such legislation in the Alaska statates will inhibit the
growth of local government in the bush.

It is equally. amazing that actions of such far
reaching import would be undertaken without debute
in the arcas most affected und without serious consid-
eration of its ultimate effect upon the successful im-
plementation of borough government in village Alaski.

The question that naturally arises is, what concern
is this of conservationists  and cuvironmentalists? The
answer is that pollution control. successful land and
resource planning. and every environmental concern
must rest ultimately upon the involvement of a con
cerned government at every level.  If Alaska’s Natives
e to be able to control their environment they must
have governmental institations through which to exer-
oie their desires.

The federal and state government.
concerned or well meaning. cannot take the place of a
concerned local government in protecting an area from
unwarranted or undersirable private and public projects.
A classic example is the recent rejection of the freeway
wstem by Anchorage. Eventually. the rejection of free-
ways had to institutionalize itselt through some medium

no matter how

of government. in this case a triad of ¢y, borough
and state officialy working on a new plan
It is inconceivable that the people of rural Alaski

the inhabitants of the unorganized borough, wilt be
0 achieve a successful implementation of the  land
claims legistation it they cannot develop local govern
ments or il their local governments are: compromised
and inhibited by such policies as that which [ud 10 the
develapment cities legistation. There is nothing in the
provisions  contained inthat faw for lund plannoe
controls or redource  regulation thut could noi b
«chieved by w borough government operating uader ihe

e state suidelines that govern all boroughs in polin
ton cnn:wl‘ Lond plunning. of other wraas of erivren-
mental Loncern,
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Letters from Here and There

Bicycle Vern
Bikes as Far as
Dawson Creek

7/23/72 Vernon L. Leifheit
5344 Talawanda Dr.
Fairfield, Ohio

45014

Howard Rock, Ed.
Tundra Times

Dear Alaska friends:

My bicvcle ride terminated in
Dawson Creék on July 6th after
riding 2,409.7 miles in 19 days,
and | quit there because | was
too uncertain about the length
of time it would take to ride the
1,135 miles of gravel. It was a
real tough ride up to this point
and the head winds | encounter-
ed across Canada were a real
back breaker. | also tore some
stomach muscles loose and | was

Poem—

LONELY RIVER

Drift-

wood slanted; rnipples bubble,
splashing.  Round moon rising.
Sky — blue, and greying. Yellow
beam swaying on water. Far
shore darkened: trees and
shadows. Bird calls. River
flowing. Bird calls. Spruce
boughs sagging. Beyond shaded
hollow, a clearing. Cabin:
brown logs, bare glass window.
Rim of sky: sunset purple,
brighter.  Tree tops, low hills,
night air. Breeze: river smell
and spruce.” Husky howls. River
flowing. Husky howls. Winter,
soon.  When summer comes:

my boat rocking, rope stretched,
shore rising, tent, shadows, and
blankets hanging,  bright fire
crackling . . . sitting . . . damp
grass, warm flames, wood smoke
Now, river flowing. Sky fading
Great moon shining
darkness. ‘Rwver flowing. On
water, yellow beam Swaying

Soon,

by Robert N. Zimmerman

in bad pain all across Canada.
The hills didn’t mess me up. It
was the hard winds on the flat
praries that did it to me.

Like | said before the gravel,

of the Alaska Highway was the
question mark of the entire, not
so much because of the condi-
tion of the road but because of
the time it might take to do it.
| can ride any thing if I'm sure |
have enough time.

So my plans are: —

Around July 1st, 1973 1| will
get my bicycle hauled to Dawson
Creek and then when | do not
have to be concerned with the
amount of time 1t will take, I'll
finish this damn ride f 1t kills
me.

I will also ride a different
kind of bicycle for the gravel.
I will probably change to a 3-
speed baloon tire bicycle for the
trip from Dawson Creek to Fair-
banks. -

One other thing is the wind
direction. | know now it would
be far easier to ride from Fair-
banks to Dawson Creek then
the way I'll be coming due to
the wind directions, but I'm too
stubborn to do it any other way.
In other words, | started the trip
from this direction and I'll finish
from this direction if it takes ten
years or it kills me.

Well, Mr. Rock, you pub-
lished my letters in your paper
and | feel like | let the people of
Alaska down, and this letter |
hope explains things to them.
So tell them I'll be back.

"Il subscribe to the Times for
another year and I'll keep mn
touch with you and let you
know around July 1st, 1973 my
starting date from Dawson
Creek, but | will be there.

It was suggested to me in
Dawson Creek that | continue
my trip to Fairbanks any way
but I turned. thumbs down on
this idea.

When | get to Fairbanks, it
will be on a bicycle; but not till
next year

Your reader friend from Ohio,
Jicycle Vern ’

seen some beautiful coun-
try up to Dawson Creek

nd |

know yours in the far north is
better yet, and by bicycle you
can get real close to wild life
along the way. In Canada | was
able to get within a few feet of
wild ducks and at one point |
was able to ride within 100 feet
of the largest deer | ever sawin
my lifetime. 1I'll be back because
I will ride close to bears and
moose too. | have a healthy
respect for all wildlife and | do
not get too close but close
enough to see their eyes.

So, if you are disappointed
about this ride; so am |, but like
I say, | will be back.

Bicycle Vern

Nulato Salmon
Run Good

Nulato, Alaska
July 15, 1972

Dear Editor:

Well the King Salmon is still
running heavy. The best in years
but the main Salmon run is less
than Y2 as much as last year.

Well I'm still fishing with net
and fish wheel, even though |
have no lcense.

Fred Stickman, Sr.

' Many Gifts for ]
 Queens from |

- Local Firms
|
© The Tundra Times would like
to thank the following — mer-
chants for contributing  prizes
for the Eskimo Olympics Queen
Contest and Native Baby Con-
test.
I'hew generous support
throughout the years has made
the Olynmipics & major comemuni-

1y event, attracting visitors from
throughout the state
Donations tor the Queen Con
test were made by these busi
nesses Pvelyn's o Bstee Lauder
Colorama cassette players Let-
(Continued on page 6)



