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Bicycle VernVern-

Bikes
Vern-

BikesBikes as Far asas-

Dawson
as-

DawsonDawson Creek
7/23/72723727/2317223172/ / Vernon LL.. LeifheitLeifhelt

5344 Talawanda DrDr..

Fairfield , Ohio
4501445014-

Howard

45014-

HowardHoward Rock , Ed .

Tundra TimesTimes-

Dear

Times-

DearDear Alaska friends :

My bicycle ridefide terminated inIn-

Dawson
in-

DawsonDawson CreSkCreekCreak on July 6th afterafter-

riding
after-

ridingriding 2,409.72409.724097, . miles inm 19 days ,.

and I quit there because I waswas-

too
was-

tootoo uncertainuncertam about the lengthlength-

of
length-

ofof time it would take to ride the
1,1351135, miles of gravel.. It was aa-

real

a-

realreal tough ride up to this pointpomtpomt-

and
point-

andand the head windswmds I encounterencounter-encounter-
ed

¬-

ed across Canada were a realreal-

back
real-

backback breaker.. I also tore somesome-

stomach
some-

stomachstomach muscles loose and IJ was

in bad painpam all across Canada .

The hills didn'tdidnt' mess me up . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas the hard winds on the flatflat-

pranes
flat-

prariespranespraries that did it to me .

Like I said before the gravelgravel-

of
gravel-

ofof the Alaska Highway was thethe-

question
the-

questionquestion mark of the entire , notnot-

so
not-

soso much because of the condicondi-condi-

tIOn

condi-

tion
¬-

tion of the road but because ofof-

the
of-

thethe time it might take to do itIt..

I can ridefide any thingthmg if I'mIm' sure II-

have

I-

havehave enougheno'ugh' time .

So my plans are : -
Around July 1st , 1973 Irf willwill-

get
will-

getget my bicycle hauled to DawsonDawson-

Creek
Dawson-

CreekCreek and then when I do notnot-

have
not-

havehave to be concerned with thethe-
amount

the-
amountamount of time it will take , I'llIllI'll-

finish
I'll-

finish

'

finish this damn ride ifIfItit killskills-

me
kills-

meme .

I will also ride a differentdifferent-
kind

different-
kindkind of bicycle for the gravelgravel-
J

gravel-
IIJ will probably change to a 3-33-

speed
3-

speed
3-

speed
-

speed baloon tire bicycle for thethe-

trip
the-

triptrip from Daw-sonDawsonDawson-- Creek to FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks .

One other thingthmg is the windwind-

direction
wind-

directiondirection . I know now it wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe far easier to ridefide from FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks to Dawson Creek thenthen-

the
then-

thethe way I'llIll' be coming due toto-

the
to-

thethe windwmd directions , but I'mIm' tootoo-

stubborn
too-

stubbornstubborn to do it any other way .

In other words ,. I started the triptrip-

from
trip-

fromfrom this direction and I'llIll' finishfm.shfmshfm.sh-

from
finish-

from

.

from this direction if it takes tenten-

years
ten-

yearsyears or it kills meme-

Well

me-

Well

me-

WellWell , Mr . Rock ,. you pubpub-pub-
lished

¬.-

lished my letters inm your paperpaper-

and
paper-

andand I feel like IIletlet the people ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska down , and this lettertetter II-

hope
I-

hopehope explains thingsthmgs to themthem-
So

them-
SoSo tell them I'llIll' be back .

I'llIll' subscribe to the Times (0101fOIlotfO-

Ianother
lot-

another
(

another year and I'llIll' keep inono-

ntouch

in-

touchtouch with you and let youyou-
know

you-
knowknow around July 1st , 1973 mymy-
starting

my-
startingstarting date from DawsonDawson-
Creek

Dawson-
CreekCreek , but I will be there .

It was suggested tota me inono-
nDawson

in-

DawsonDawson Creek that I continuecontonuecontonue-
my

continue-
mymy trip to Fairbanks any wayway-
but

way-
butbut I turned thumbs down onon-

this
on-

thisthis idea .

When I get to Fairbanks ,. itIt-

will
it-

willwill be on a bicyrleblcyrlebicycle ,. but not tillt.1It1It.1-

Inex

till-

next
.

nextnex t yearyeMyear-

Your

year-

YourYour icadeileadelleader friendf"emJfemJ" fiornfromfloe ) Ohio ,.

Bicycle VernVern-

PPPSIS I seeneell somesonlsore!'( ' beautifulheautifulbeau t If Lli councoun-
tr

coun-
trytrytr y upl/plp/ to Dawson Creek anda Ill ! I

know yours inon the far north isI-

Sbetter

is-

betterbetter yet , and by bicycle youyou-

can
you-

cancan get real close to wild lifelife-

along
life-

alongalong the way . In Canada I waswas-

able
was-

ableable to get withinwlthon a few feet ofof-

wild
of-

wildwild ducks and at one point II-

was

I-

waswas able to ridefide within 100 feetfeet-

of
feet-

ofof the largest deer I ever saw inIn-

my
in-

mymy lifetime . I'llIll' be back becausebecause-
fkf will ride close to bears andand-

moose
and-

moosemoose too . I have! a healthyhealthy-
respect

healthy-
respectrespect for all wildlife and I dodo-

not
do-

notnot get too close but closeclose-

enough
close-

enoughenough to see theirthe.rther. eyes .

So ,. if you are disappointeddisappointed-
about

disappointed-
aboutabout this ride ; so am I1 , but likelike-
II say ,

I will be backback-

BicycleBicycle Vern

Nulato SalmonSalmon-

Run
Salmon-

RunRun GoodGoodNulato

Nulato ,. AlaskaAlaska-

July
Alaska-

JulyJuly 1515.1972151972,. 19721972-

DearDear E.dEdEditorEditor-

Well

. Itor

Well the King Salmon is stillstill-

running
still-

runningrunning heavy . The best in yearsyears-

but
years-

butbut the main Salmon run is lessless-

than
less-

thanthanthanz1/212'/zz/ as much as lasttast year..

Well I'mIm' still fishing with netnet-

and
net-

andand fish wheel , even though II-

have
I-

havehave no license .

Fred StiCkmanStlckman ,. Sr .


