
Tanana Chiefs' DNH Corp, Launches Riverboat Tanana Chief
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InIn the early days of Alaska ,
the arrival of the nverboatriverboat inin-

a

in-

aa communitycommulllty meantme.lOtmelOt. supplies ,

news of the outside world , exex-exex-

cItement
ex-

citement

¬-

citement , and often , survival..

The great riversnvers of AlaskaAlaska-

were
Alaska-

werewere a major means of transtrans-trans-

portation
trans-

portation
¬-

portation andandItit is no accidentaccIdent-
that

accident-
thatthat most of the inlandmlandmlandcitIesinlandcitiescitiescitIes.-
md

cities-
andand.mdmd.mdvillagesandvillages. villages sprang up alongalong-

riverbanks
along-

riverbanksnverbanksriverbanks .

Along cameCJme the airplanelIrplanc, andand-

the
and-

thethe great days of the nverboatsriverboatsnverboats-
wJned

riverboats-
wanedwanedwJned They becamebecJme ,. by andand-

IJrgc
and-

largelargeIJrgc , touristtounst attractionsattractions-

AA newncw companycompanv "tt01of" the DNI1DNIIDNII-

CorpOrJtlon
DNII-

CorporationCorporationCorpOrJtlon , aJ protit-mdkingprotitmdkingprofit-makingprofitmakingpro/.mpro.mpro.mmprofitmaking-
branch

/ " -. kmgkmg-

branchbranchbranchofof01 the( lie 1TananaananaJnana ChiefsCluefs '

orgam/ationorgamationorgJ 111 I/ dt Ion is revivingrcvlvmg the oldold-

but
old-

butbuibut practical traditiontrJdltlon ofofriverriver-riverriver-

boat
river-

boat
river-

boat

-

boat tradet r Jde

Yukon Transportation , Inc .

operates a freight venture alongalong-

the
along-

thethe Yukon River , hauling bulkbulk-

cargo

bulk-

cargocargo between Galena , Nenana ,

Tanana , Nulato , and pointspoints-
aJong

points-
alongalongaJong the way .

The TANANA CHIEF ,

bought in111 Juneau , formerlyformerly-
carned

formerly-
carriedcarriedcarned passengers up theStikmethe Stik1l1eStikineStik1l1e-

River
Stikine-

RiverRiver . The Boat is 65 feetfeet-

long

feet-

longlong and about 30 feetfect wide .

ItII pushes a large barge ahead
.

ofof-

It

of-

itit , loaded with freight..

CaptainCaptam Ted Dietrich waswas-

born
was-

bornborn in Tanana and is nono-

stranger
no-

strangerstranger to the river . Tim WallisWallis-

calls
Wallis-

callscalls him the "HuckHuck" Finn of thethe-

Yukon
the-

YukonYukon . "
The crew of seven is allaJIaJ-

INatIve

all-

NativeNative with the exception of thethe-

engmeer
the-

engineerengineerengmeer . The haulinghaullllg season is

120 days and the primarypnmary cargocargoI-

Sis bulk fuel.. However , thethe-

TANANA
the-

TANANA
the-

TANANATANANA CHIEFCIIIEF can haul aa-

variety

a-

vanety
a-

varietyvarietyvanety of products and is prepre-pre-

sently

¬.-

sently on its way to Galena

wijthwlthwith a large house trailertraJlet onon-

the
on-

thethe barge .

Wallis says that rates areare-

lower
are-

lowerlower than air freight and he

believes the company has a greatgreat-

potential
great-

potentialpotential , as it will be somesome-

time
some-

timetime before roads go into1I1to manymany-

of
many-

ofof the villages .


