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They"TheyThey" said throughout thethe-
years

the-
yearsyears that it couldn'tcouldnt' be done ,"
commented Jimmy HuntingtonHuntington-
ofof Galena , as he stated withwith-

pride
with-

pridepride that the Bureau of LandLand-

Management
Land-

ManagementManagement had just completedcompleted-
Itsits first fire with an all nativenative-
crew

native-
crewcrew ..

This past week had 120 menmen-
and

men-
andand womerrwomertwomen stationed at a fire aa-

few
a-

fewfew miles south of Huslia atat-

Roundabout
at-

RoundaboutRoundabout Mountain .

The fire was mannedmannedandand heldheld-

without
held-

withoutwithout any loss of acreage byby-
an

by-
anan all native crew consisting ofof-

Jim
of-

JimJim Commack as fire boss , JimJim-
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Jim-
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Native Fighters . . .
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)Huntington
1-

)Huntington
1-

)Huntington
)

Huntington as line boss andand-

Roger
and-

RogerRoger Huntington and BarneyBarney-

Attla
Barney-

AttlaAttla as division bosses . TheThe-

only
The-

onlyonly support was one helicopterhelicopter-
and

helicopter-
andand a B-25B25- .,

"TheThe" manningmannmg ofor this fire ,

beingbemg usedusedasas an experimentalexpenmentalexpenmental-
program

experimental-
programprogram , has proved that thethe-

native
the-

nativenative people are capable ofof-

managmg
of-

managingmanagingmanagmg and directingduectlllg operaopera-operat-

JOns
opera-

tions

¬-

tionstJOns in111 the fire-fightingfirefightingfire.fjghtmgfirefjghtmg-. field ,"
stated John Sackett , presidentpresident-
ofof the Tanana Chiefs ConferConfer-Confer-
ence

Confer-
ence

¬-

ence .

"ForFor" years the BLM has beenbeen-

sendmg
been-

sendingsendingsendmg formally educated perper-per-

sons
per-

sons
¬-

sons up to Alaska , hired on aa-

seasonal
a-

seasonalseasonal basis , and there is nono-

reason
no-

reasonreason that with the experienceexpenenceexpenence-
that

experience-
thatthat our people have throughthrough-
years

through-
yearsyears of fire-fightingfirefighting- why theythey-

cannot
they-

cannotcannot perform equallyequa/yequay!/ andand-

above
and-

aboveabove these outside employees .

"ItIt"II" t is my sincere desire to seesee-

that
see-

thatthat the Bureau of Land ManageManage-Manage-

ment
Manage-

ment
¬-

ment change theirtheu hiring pracprac-prac-

tices
prac-

tices
¬-

tices for seasonalseasonalemployeesemployees inin-

the
in-

thethe future so that more of ourour-

capable
our-

capablecapable native persons will bebe-

employed
be-

employedemployed .
"


