Shot Levels
In Rural
Areas Good

Commissioner Frederick M-
Ginnis, Alaska Department of
Health and Social Services, an-
nounced today that immuniza-
tion levels in rural Alaska appear
to be good.

The Section of Community
Health, Alaska Division of Pub-
lic Health, recently conducted a
survey of 37 predonmnantly na-
tive communities to determine
the degree of protection of chil-
dren against preveatable  com-
municable diseases (polio, mea-
sles. whooping  cough, tetanus
and diphteria).
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774 children through age sixteen
were examined. The survey was
conducted i ten villages m the
Northern region, thirteen i the
Southeentral region, and four-
teen in the Southeastern region.

The Commussioner disclosed
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tain immunization levels are low.,
For example, many children re-
ceived the diphtheria, pertussis,
and tetanus (D.PT)) series
intancy, but did not receve the
recommended  booster shot at
the time of school entry.

Similarly, many children were
found to lack a booster polio
dose, indicating partial risk
exposed.

The survey  was an under-
taking of the Dwision's limmuni-
cation Program, to denuty lo-
calities where there are childien
who need greater  protection
Fhe survey did not cover urban
areas where ummunization levels
are more difficult to deternune

Parents in cities are urged to
be sure their children are pro
tected either by consulting then
doctor or attending Borough
clinics.




