Explosion of Concern About Environmen_t: Ruckelshaus
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Alaska as a0 place that has
chanee tor “orderdy develop-

ment which takes mto account
cuvirommental processes, as was
not done e the gest ot the
country.”

Ruckelshaus drew a parallel
between Alaska and the develop-
ing countries of the world. Ear-
lier this year, these countries
spoke out at the International
Environmental Conference held
in Sweden. )

They expressed the feeling
said Ruckelshaus that “the en-
vironmental system was a mecha-
nism to keep them from devel-
oping. They felt that the
environment was important, but
that it had to come second.™

“This is precisely the wrong
kind of approach,” he added.
“What we would hope is that the
developing world would not re-
peat the mistakes of the develop-
ed world. In Alaska we can
demonstrate how this could take
place.”

“It is possible,”  affirmed
Ruckelshaus, “'to develop a large
area such as Alaska consistent
with the protection of environ-
ment.”

At the same time, he cau-
tioned against viewing the en-
vironment  “‘through a very
narrow prism. This could create
more problems as we rid our-
selves of others.”

Formed in  December of
1970, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency for the first time
in American history, was a pro-
gram designed to coordinate the
problems rather treating them as



