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SUMMARY. RECOMMENDATIONS

Resolved that: -

1. Whereas our rural schools find

qualified to teach specific' skills and
whereas qualified talent in vocational
skills-. vitally important to . the Me
style of d in the
geographical locations can be found
in our villages and whereas this talent
.goes unrecognized due to lack of
State certification, the Alaska State
Depanmnm of Educatlon be duracted
to provid g local
school dmm:ts to certify uxpenenoed
individuals lacking formal training to
teach in their programs.

2. The Alaska State Depanmonr

of Ed ion be di to develop
alternate soluti to school fi
other than the FTE or ADM.

3. these resolutions may include,
but not be limited to, a minimum
level of funding (a ““floor’’) for each
secondary attendance center and the
allocation of operating monies based
on block or program approval rather
than head count.

4, further, that sufficient funding °
be provided for planning and design
of rural secondary programs, includ-
ing the funding of pilot or test site
‘programs, the ‘results of which will
be made ' available to schools and
boards for evaluation and possible
incorporation .into their curriculums.
Allocation’ of pilot funds will be
govcrnod bv representatives of rural:
secondary schools.

6. In" view of the condition of
school facilities .transferred from the
State or Federal government to the
new - distri that / |
funding be provided through the
Alaska State Department of Educa-
tion to bring these facilities up to
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minimal  standards - for efficient
operation.

6. prior to ths involvement of
out-of-community - persons in the
design.  of . new facilities, local
residents and school staff  will be
afforded an opportunity to present
ideas and recommendations that will
be  followed :in the design and
construction ‘of new schools. The
State' Department of Education will
facilitate the transfer . of
responsibility for design and construc
construction-of ‘such facilities from
various State agencms to |ocal school
districts.

7. and fur(her that a percentage
shall be set aside from all

construction funds to seek and imple-'

ment the recommendations of local
people in design of new facilities.
It is felt that buildings should reflect
y and ed i ). needs,
not the reverse.
- (Continued on page 9)
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8. the Alaska State Department of
Education adopt a strong position
of leadership in meeéting the specific
needs ‘of the tural schoal districts,
most _particularly in developing new
regulations; in areas such as certifica-
tion ‘and 'in- reviewing tenure as it
affects . the quality of education
provided rural students.

9. ‘district school boards,  after

¢ Itation with ity school
committees, be allowed greater lati-
tude . in  making ' decisions regarding
the use of funds received from the
State for education.

10, this leadership by’ the Depart-
ment of  Education and’ a(tandlm
T ideration ‘of funding strateg
extend ‘to, and plaee particular
emphasis on, alternatives for facilities
design, operation and' maintenance.

11. a:major- revision in: teacher
training is needed in the State of
Alaska to equip  teachers -to ade-
quately ‘meet teaching ‘requirements
peculiar to small schools including
academic versitility and cross-cultural
adaptiveness.

12, the University of Alaska be
directed to develop programs’ to
train and retrain teachers for bush
teaching. Such . programs would
include,” but not be limited to, a
summer session to tetrain teachers to
meet immediate needs and a longer
range -program to. meet continuing
needs.  Further, there should ' be
established  an advnsory group’ of.

rural  education practitioners to '

help shape the above programs.



