T
Director of the Association
on American [ndian Affairs,
I nc. of New York, pleasantly
stunned the delegates of the
Alaska Federation of Natives

at its annual canference In
Anchorage last Saturday.
McKay i1s an Indian.

‘““The /Association has
authorized me to give to you
$2,500 to help to defray your
operating expenses,”” McKay
told the audience. *“The
check will be forthcoming
m.i‘

As soon as he said it, there
was an audible and then
the delegates broke into a
spontaneous applause.

Leading up to the announce-
ment, McKay had frankly
pointed out parts of the
amended constitution which
he thought might be improved
by more appropriated lang-
uage.

“] was beginning to feel a

conference *“‘just to help.”
He said his association was
interested in the protection
of the lands for the native

people.
“Any time if you need help
in any way, don’t hesitde

to call on us,” he said.

He said, however, that the
AAIA would not fumish any
help in legal matters and that
he wished to quiet any
gualms Alaska lawyers might
have on this matter.

He told the delegates that
they had a fine thing going
in the formation of the state-
wide federation and to make
it work ““each one of you
should be an idea factory.”



