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. , ''WhatWhatWhat couldcouldbecould-becouldbe-bebe-' be calledca1led aa- rpartialrpartialpartialpartial ' pull-outpullout-- of the '

.
ArcticArcticSlope-SlopeSlope-. Native Association ', from-fromfromthe-. the AlaskaAlakaAlaska-
Federation

$
. Federation of Natives althoughlthough diiturbingdisturbing maymmayynot

.-

not
n- ot., not .

I ' be as final as it might seem if the Board ofofDirectorsof'Directorsof-Director'sofDirector'sDirectors-DirectorsDirectors-' ' ,'..; . of thethestatthestatewidestate.widestatewidestat .
wlde

'

flroup.groupgroup. sits. down in'ainain.lain .lala'.' truly, seriousserious-
consideration .consideration of the meaning-endmeaningendmeaningandmeaning-andand-: causescause $ of the'splitthesplitthe"split'" .

', Although
, ASNA withdrewwjthwithdrewew from .thethe.th.eth.e.

. AFN , itsitsofofof-ofof-

ficials
¬.-

ficials made it clear that-theythattheythatthey-, wouldvvould, , along withwit the :;

AFN , standstandpalstandpat-palpal.patpat-pat-. on the demandd'ernanddernandd ' rnand of the nativen tive groups ,
"

'

. for the land claims award ' of 40 million .acres ofof-ofof-

land
',-

land , $500500$ million ,. for extinguishment, ofof'landofland''landland' .-
acres

a-
cres

rights-rightsrigttsrights-
along '} -'

along wrthwithwith'2with2' 2 per centcentcentoverridingoverriding rpyaltyroyaltjrr. yalt of , $500500$500-
million

$
.

'

million-millionmi lion .-_
. . _ . .- "' ".- '

,
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millionThe ;

'- The main cause of the rift is the provision thethe-
AFN, AFN set .downdown.,

"
,
for the distribution of land awardsawards-

among., among regionalregionarregionalgroups' groups . UnderUn'der' the plan
,

, the landland-

wouldwouldwo ld be awarded on per capita basis ,. which meansmean5mean5-
the

means-
thethe regional areas with more native populations wiUwinwiltwilt-

be,
> be awarded more land . This concept is5 a logicallogical-

one
logical-

oneone , of course , but it alsoalsoseemsseems.seems,. a bit short-sightedshortsightedshortsighted-
to

-

to us . It does not take into consideration uniqueunique-
landland uses of different regional native areas of thethe-
state

the-
statestate . We also seem to detect that no long rangerange-
plans

range-
plansplans for investments , prQr reservesrese'rvesreserves' , for future develdevel-devel-
opment

devel-
opment

¬-
opment of resources were providedprovidedThis. .ThisThis-This.- concept ,
if taken into considerationconsider tion , and accepted , couldcould-
prove

oul
prove to be a g-'oodg-oodgood' provision-aprovisiona- breadbasket ,. wewe-
might

wewe-

mightmight sayS)y , forfoduturefor.futureforfuture,. future nativenati e populations .

The Arctic areaarearea of Alaska can.becanbecan -bebe.,- be singled out asas-

one
as-

oneone of the most unique ecological systems injn thethe-
world

the-
worldworld . ' The very nature of the system forced its in-inin-

habitantsthe
in-

habitantsthe
in-

habitantsthe
-

. habitants-thehabitantsthe- Eskimos-EskimosEskimostoEskimos.toEskimos-toEskimosto-.-to utilize huge areas of landland-
for

land-
forfor subsistence-asubsistencea- fact that is stillstilt under heavy utiliutili-utili-
zation

utili-
zation

¬-

zation today . The Eskimos wander far and widewide-
along

wide-
alongalong the coast and deep into the interior for vitallyvitally-
needed

vitally-
neededneeded supplies for sustenancesustenanceand-andand- for a way ofof-
life

of-
lifelife . This manner of sustaining life is a deep-rooteddeeprooteddeeprooted-
one

-

one ,. ., Although it is being supplemented by somesome-
cash

some-
cashcash econpmyeconomy ,. it is still being ,. pursued a great dealdeal-
more

deal-
moremore than people realize . This manner of sustenancesustenance-
isis not going to change overnight . It must be expectexpect-expect-
ed

expect-
ed

¬-

ed to continuecontinlle; for a long , long time in the future .

. The reasons for ASNA pull-outpulloutpull-opullo-- t must be considerconsider-consider-
ed

¬-
ed in depth . The AFN and its board can NOT be

_
w_ .- .. . . . expected to act as if it was another .9999.gpvernrnentalggvernment'alggvernmentalggvernment'al-

agency
v nl'e1tnle1t!' !''

ll-

agencyagency that wantsants to think for the people is servesserves-
without

serves-
withoutwithout full consideration and participationpartitipation of thethe-
peoplein

the-
peopleinpeople-inpeoplein- this.ca-sethis.casethis.cathiscasethiscase.

-- ., the Arctic Slope Native AssociaAssocia-Associa-
tion

Associa-
tion

¬-
tion . The AFNAEN must deliberate ' onm the basisbasi ofof-
fairness

of-
fairnessfairness in seeking solution .

\ -

The basis for action along these lines is there butbut-
first

but-
firstfirst the pangs of selfishness , if there should be'anybeanybe-anybeany'- ,
mustspd'Jgfromspringfrombee set aside so the tasisbasis? for decision will springspd'JgspdJg!'from a sense of fairness . - '

A good decision could bring the Arctic SlopeSlope-
group

Slope-
groupgroup back inina-aa'a-' a hurry and a real and sustained pushpush-
for

push-
forfor claims settlement can once again be implementedimplemented-
without

implemented-
withoutwithout too much loss ofofmotionmotion . A considered dede-dede-
cision

de-
cision

¬-

cision could also becomebec me a valuable sourcesourte of reHre-rere-

source
¬-

\ source reserves for ', the good of all natives inn AlaskaAlaska-
in

Alaska-
in

Alaska-
in. ' -inin--inin--:' the futurefutu'rafutura'

.- taking
t-
aking. taking intoioto consideration

,

the vastvast-
resources

vast-
resourcesresources in the Arctic . ."-
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