L ToCleanUpRubbwhDu

HEW’S ‘Mlssmn 5 OOO’ Gets State Backmg

JUNEAU—Govemor Kelth H

; Miller pledged Alaska’s full sup-.

.port ot “Mission 5,0007, a U.S.
_Depanmem of Health, Educa-
tion and

12,000 dpen} rubbish dumps. *
.“The ' Division of;. Environ-
‘mental Health is draflmg regula-
tions which, will establish the
standards for solid waste dis-
posal,’ > Governor Miller stated.
! “‘We must look forward to the

..--day when all opén dumps in the -

State are ehmmated and lhat
day must be soon.” /

' The Division of _Envnronmen—
tal Health participated in a sur-
- vey of open: dumps conducted

by the Bureau of Solid Waste

¢ Management in' Alaska in Au-'

gust:
The purpose of the surve)
was 0 evaluate the magnitude of

the] problem and to. ascertain i

alternative methods for ‘solid
waste dlsposal

“There are .two methods of
satisfactory  dispesal,” - Miller

said."One is a sanitary landfull;

the other is burning the waste in
an ' incinerator  that does not
‘' pollute the air.”

Welfare - campaign. to-:
close dawn 5,000 of  the Nation’s.

' ment. has

- Alaska’s ‘landscape,”

A sanptary “landfill is the least'
expensive method of solid: waste
disposal. ' This involves burying *
the waste ynder a clean cover of
earth onadaily basis. i ;

Governor Millér said that the.
Bureau of Solid Waste Manage-

) [“ered support and
technical > “ance to any com-'
munity-etici. .0 close its dur'np',

Special - training courses’-on

“closing dumps and: establishing -
sanitary landfills will be conduct-

ed by Bureau personnel for, op-

‘. erators; supervisors, ‘and pubho
© officials,

“Alaska’s Dmslon of Environ-
ment -Health is concerned with

“enforcement bf :egu]atxons that
*Mil-

mfeguard the e\nvnronmem
ler said, *“and!it is also ready to
assist any comnfnunny in develop-
ing plans to torrect the problems
of waste disposal.™ 1
“Open dumps are a disgrace:
ful and unnecessary blight on .
Governor
Miller-said. = Q
“Nearly all of the land dis-
posal sites in Alaska-are unsatis-
factory. 'Many of them contrib-
ute to water pollution or cause
a surface drainage problem, and °

" many morg, of -them, through
open- buaf!ng are conmbuung

to local air polluuon

“In addition,” he said, * open
dumps provide food and shelter
for rats and flies. They are po-

tential sources of - disease and

accidents. They’ are ey esores in

* any community.’

Governor Miller also said that,
the State will continue to ex-
plore ways in' which it can fur-
ther assist local communities in
coping with the problem of
solid waste disposal.



