A convention ‘to rewme Alas— ';
ka's 10:-year-old . consmunon i
nelther nécessary nor. desirable .

" at’ this time; ‘according to the

League “of Women Volers of

Alaska. :
Announcement _of . the
League’s position came last week -
. from Mrs: Duane Oliphant. state
~ League_ president. : She said her

organization Wwill oppose passage ..
of the constitutional convention .
“referendum - during the \‘ovem-_

- ber gcneral election. '

 “The ' Leagte - supports: the
. Constitution -of -the: State of"
‘Alaska, relying on the "amend- -

ment process for any ‘needed
* change: between niow.and 1980

when_ the' question of whether..

or not there shoutd 'be. a con-

“stitutional conventioh comes bu- :

fore:.us again ‘in referendum.”
4 position statement declared:

Mrs.: Oliphant said local Lea-
Fairbanks, "
Juneau.. Ketchikan ‘and Kodiak "

gues. in Anchorage,

- studied ‘the matter extensively.
They found” that the . Alaska
State Constitution -meets: well

the. objective . of a state con-
*stitution: :

“It should .prov |de a frame-
work for statutory law: be flex-
ible. concise and adaptable to
‘changing needs:
basic functions of the executive,
.legislative and judicial branches
with checks and balances ‘and
provide . for ‘the protection of
group and individual nﬁhxs
© . “Where .there
such as there fré A
local governmént, the problems

.-are not with- the constitutional
provisions but with the_imple-
mentation -of . the pro\xsmns
the League stated.

Citing . its opposition. 10 a
convention -at this time, the
League observed that the 1933-
56 convention was “‘noteworthy
in that public intérest in the con-
stitution was widespread. but
special interests and lobbies were
notably absent. This-would not
be. the "case in a convention

: held now.””

establish the =

" “The .many pressure groups

"hmng up to participaté in. the
direction of our State govern-

mént in this dramatic period

would pamcxpale in this'conven: .

tion:
Desnable !eatures of lhe Lon-

stitution might be replaced wuh j
i features we ‘will: regfcl when the
the. Lf.ague.

excitement settles
declared.
QOther reasons for opposmg

a convention were the pdssible
: astronomical -costs ‘and the fact”
-that the constitution ‘has been'in

'e(fect ‘only. 10 k/ears !
ficient ‘time 10, Judge and revise .
‘-'msmulnons snll

llonary stages.” . 1

. ““The’ League -finds lhat lheb
‘type ‘and ' nature, of proposed-
amendments, such as introduced -

in the recent legislature, are pos-

sl

msuf- ?

n the ‘evolu- -

e of Women Voters Does Not Want Coqstltutmn Rewrite

; ‘thm the framework of.
isting.constitution.’ i
" The. constituiton- study was.

vchalred on’ the state lcvel by,
Mrs. Howard Staley., who'is also
'-presldem of the Fairbanks Lea-

gue. . Locally, the study was’
headed by Mrs., H&r_man‘Slolnik._




