House, Senate
panels tour state

by Steve Pilkingion

for the Tundm Times

Members of congressional commit-
lees involved in deciding whether 1o
open the Arctic Nationel Wildlife
Refuge to oil and gas exploration and
deve are visiting Alasks this
week.

Also expected 10 be considered by
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the panel members will be a propos-
ed lond exchange between Alaska
Native corporations and the Depan-
ment of the Interior

Expected o be among those visiting
ANWR are Sens, Frank Murkowsk)
and Ted Stevens and Rep. Don
Yioung

The commuitiees unng ANWR will
be the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, the House
Merchant Marine and Fisheries Com-
mittee and the House Interior amd In
sultr Alfairs Commitice.

The commitiees will be visiting the
village of Kaktovik, as well as the
Prudhoe Bay oil field,

The lond trade, which will require
a vote by congressional members, in
volves B91,000 acres of land
throughout Alaska to be traded by the
Aluska Native corporalions in ex-
change for 166,000 acres of subsor-
face lands in ANWR held by the
Interior,

The 891,000 acres of land 1o be
traded to the Interior have been valued
al $53R.7 million, with an average
vitlue per ascre of $602.

The trade is un sttempt by Interior
to increase its holdings of valuable
wildlife and recreation lands while
Native corporations are hoping 1o see
profits from subsurface oil and gas
production.

When congressional members meet
agnin after the August recess they will
continue working on the trade, but Bill
Horn, assistant Interior secretary, feels
that the trade will not be completed
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wH] bn in Anchorage Aug. 17, afer
vigiting ANWR with the committee
members.



