Murkowski’s
1991 package
sparks debate

by Steve Pilkington
and A.J. McClanahan
foor he Tuitadrm Tiomes

A packige ol proposed 1991 amend
ments to the Alaska Native Claims
settlement Act, expected 10 be taken
up by the Semate Energy and Nataral
Resources  Commitee  in mud-
september, are drawing the e ol
soume Native tribal representatives

But the substitute bill, developed by
Sen. Frunk Murkowski, has the back-
mg of the Alaska Federation of
Nuatives.

Jamie Leask, AFN presidemt, sand
the substitute bill represents mirked
improvement over the Senate Bill that
was rejected at the AFN convention
lnst year

“U'moreally plessed that an this
substitute hill, restrictions on the sale
of Native corporation stock remin in
pluce beyond 191 — unless regions
or villages decide o remove them, ™
she said, " This represents the heart of
the 1991 puckage sought by last year's
convention delegates, '’

Leask smd it became impossible in
negotintions with Alaska’s senntors 1o
accommuodate tribal advocates who
wanted to allow the transfer of lands
out of Native corporstions to tribal
povernments.

*“The problem was that the senators
would not allow this provision unless
they put in a 'disclaimer” that would
have actually hurt tribal govemn-
ments,”” she said. "It would have
taken away rights that existing tribal
governments already have,

**And we decided we just couldn’t
live with this disclaimer."
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Leask pointed out that the Senate
substitute does contain an opportun
ty for corporstions to transfer lands outl
ul the corporate structure into a stile-
chartered settlement trust. While this
trust does not address the concerns of
tribal advocues who would like 1o see
ANCSA lands transferred (o tribal en-
fnitres, she said i does provide a way
out of the corporate structure.

““In my mind, this is the best we'je

oing o get out of this Congress,”

cusk said.
“The substitte Wil proposed by

Murkowski represents a good accom:
modution between the secretury ol the
Intenior and the needs of AFN," said
Elzabeth Johnston, vice president of
Bristol Bay Native Corp. **"We would
Ik forward 1o that bill moving for-
wiitd when Congress comes back. ™

The bill is being sharply criticized
by the Alaska Native Coalition,
hovwever, because tnbal officials are
concerned about the issue ol
woavCrciIgnty .

The new version of Senate Ball 1145
was relensed by Murkowski's oifice
last week. The House version of the
bill. HR 278, passed the House
March 11

ANC officuds are angry thi the
new Murkowsks version has lefr oyl
aosection ol the il that wouli)
authorize Aliska Native corpatations
o bransfer assels Wy an entity such as
a tribal government, called o
Couaelifed trunsleree ennty

They say they cinnot support the hill
goless the “QTE secinm remunns i

Murkowski, hiwever, opposes tha
s,

“Undortanately . those that support
sovereignty are worlds apart on that
tssue, Murkowskr sasd from
Woashington in s telecontereroe Thurs
diy wih Alaska reporters

Murkaowska's propesals diserimimane
agaunst  Adaskp Manves, adcording
Wille Kasayulic. ANC climrman In
adener tovillages. he saf that i the
Lower S8 onhian Lamds are protecied
frevn tasatien and contdemmanion, b
the new Tepeslaton would nor provigde
the saimie protection tor lands owined
by Alnska Nuative tribes

Ancther sectiom of the bill that may
e controversial s one thit would
authorize Cook Inlet Region Inc. 1o
st il sell CIRD stock o ofTicers
and cmrlnj'l:{:u of the corporation as
part of a recapitalization plan,
authorized by shareholders.

In the teleconference, Murkowsk)
st this section was put into the bill
as @ way for CIRI to retain qualified
munagers, and he added that CIRI s
CCONOMiC SHUNon is “unique.

As for continuing the restrictions on
the sale of Native corportion stock
heyond 1991, Murkowski's proposal
contains a general rule providing th
restrictions would continue, wnless
regional or village corporation
shareholders vote otherwise.

It basically offers three main
options:

*Restrictions on the sale of corpora-
ion stock would remain in place

beyond 199] for regional and village
corporutions unless shareholders vote
to remove them. This vote can be trig-
gered by a voie of ihe board or a peii-
tion by 25 percent of the shareholders.

Dissenters in such a vole would be
paid off only it & mmority of
shareholders vote in favor of doing so.

*Within one year of the passage of
the Murkowski bill the board nﬁny
regional corporation «r the board of
any village in the Bristol Bay or Alewt
regions could coll for a vote of the
sharcholders (0 continue restrictions
om the sale of the stock.

If a board triggers such a vole,
dissenters winld be reguired to be paid
off

*Any Nutive corporation could hold
a vote of the shareholders 10 decide
whether to initiate a *'recapitalization’”
plan. This plan would create different
classes of stock, with different voting
rights, depending on the class.

Omnly in the case of CIRI, under this
option, would stock be allowed 10 be
sold o ssued o corporate officers.

ANC officials feel Congress should
nit tike up disoussion of the bill in
September, but afier the AFN Con-
ventton i October

ANy decision to drop the trnibal op-
tiom provision should not be made dur-
ing the summer when our people are
Fishing or engaged in other summer
achvities,” Kosavulie sad



