Anchorage Native drop-out rate hits 18.3%

by Kathy Davey
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community relations.

Lydia Hays, head of the Cook Inle
Region Inc. Foundation, said the drop
oul rate has been a problem because
rural students coming in to Anchoruge
often have difficulty firting in.

""This is not an isolated problem,
she said. “'lIt's nutionwide,

A 1986 publication from the In
stitute for Educationnl Leadership Inc
stated that, “*Nationally, one of four
students do not graduate. In inner
cities, the average is twice as high,

The repont identified some of the
situations that would make o student
cspecinlly rrunr: o dropping out.

“*School-related  problems.

stressful home situations and
cconomic necessities may play a
part,”’ it saud,

Although the Anchorge total drop-
ol level was 9.1 percent, some of the
same problems afflicting students ai
the national level influence the An-
chomge community as well, Hays sand
cultwral transition, Tmited income and
aleohol und drugs might be factors.

David ThunderBagle, past manuger
of the Cook Inlet Tribal Council’s
Johmson O Malley Program, snd there
are comparatively few non-Natives
who have w adjust to moving from o
village of 104 p:,-urlt o o relatively
huge metropalis of 250,000,

The JOM program is headed by 15
parentsy and three student represen-
itives who have been selected to the
National Education Commattee’s ad
visory board. Parents qualified 10 vote
anid be elected must have a child who
is ut leadt one quarter Alaskn Native
or American Indian, Of the I8 ad-

visory board members, five are elected
cach year.

ThunderEagle said JOM started by
providing wtors which ook studenis
out of regular class periods. He said
now, however, high school students
can sign up lor the rams. and
receive  credits upplimc towand
praduation.

JOM provides counseling, carcer
guidance, summer school programs
and traditional educational programs.
ThunderEagle said there are learning
centers in all Anchorge high schools.

In addition 1o the teacher-to-student
mtmosphere, ThunderEagle said the
JOM progrm gives students the op-
portumity of shanng a commumnity
spurit mnd a cultural cohesion with
other Native and Indian students.

Marian Paulsen, a teacher and mitor
for JOM, said that often students can
do the school work but *feel kind of
lost in the crowd.” Not asking ques-
tons i class or avoidimg the situation
by skipping the class are the result,

Paulsen said muny students are nol
withdrawn, just quiet. They don't sk
questions in closs.

Puaulsen said she works one-on-one
with siudents, answenng their gues-
tiems, listeming (0 what they say and
EIVING ausistance,

“I let them know their education is
very important,” she smid.

Paulsen siad her first priorty 15 W
communciate with the students on an
individual level, that an education i
their personal responsibility amd their
personal possession,

As i result, Pualsen said the students
have responded positively. *'They
have better self-esteem. They are more
open and confident.  They ask
Guestions, "’




