What others say. . .

* Old Harbor explains land exchanges in ANWR

(Continuad Irom Page Twoa)

viropmental Impact Statement on the
exchanges.

It has taken until now to qn:e on
even a drafi contract that the public
could meaningfully comment on, A
public participation process has been
mitiated. To our knowledge, of all the
muny land exchanges in Alaska that
have heen approved by the Executive
Branch, these would be the first o
undergo full NEPA review.

This will give the public more op-
portunity 1o influence the secretary and
Congess on our exchanges than for
uny of the scores of land exchanges
authorized in recent times,

We nize that there has been an
clement rivacy in the process to
date. Ilnll ;tu:uI, ne one can

negodinte a contract mlh the press at
hi!11""111::'“;”r thing, i
most important thing, it seems
is "’pm' thlm&mimry"Ed himﬁmﬂ?
o
sions have been made or will be made

without the approval of the secretary

mi C

lhu.t when fair-minded peo-
pl: tt:mm the draft pgreements, the
valuation methodologies and the care
we have exercised to the public
interest in these exchanges, they will

realize that the could

sent one of the great public land ac-

quisition success stories.

nm that these benefits are not

m““lgr ncer i
. Even u most op-

timistic schedule for jonal ac-

tion, before the ﬁntm ANWR
land is explored, the current ad-
ministraiton will be long gone.
What is important js the merits of
these each exchanges (o the national
interest. These are the issues that are
telling: substance, not form.
Frankly, we uﬂn:. offended at jrl?m
clear suggestion that our corpomtion
is being used by oil and that
we nesd jonal protection from
ourselves, That simply is not true.,

Come 1o see how we make a living
in the Gulf of Alaska. You will find
some very practical and hard-working
people,

We welcome debate over the merity
of our exchange, but we respectfully
request that you recognize that we
know what we are doing. The pater-

'nalism of the | 8805 is misplaced in the
1980s.

As we undtrmm the American
legal system, people are supposed to
have their day in court before they are
convicted, We seck a commitment
fram you, nur committee, and the
others who have jursdiction over these
exchanges, that we will be given an
opportunity to let the NEPA process

, and 1o r before you to
make our case before you any
ﬂmljrudpm:m on the merits of these

exe
Our ndem I.n.rgul:f l:m
these exchanges. To have our futu
snatched from us without the

runity to defend it is not the

WIE‘. In 1971, Congress made a pacl
us to move forward logether
toward Native self-sufficiency. We are
working within the system to achicve
that dream. Government help on con-
verting our refuge inholdings
priceless to the public, into assets thal
can truly help our people is a part of
the ANCSA commitment. We hope
you will support this.

ether with you

We hope 1o work
on this matter for as long as it takes

i resolve it in a manner that serves
tha national interest, including the in-
lerests of our corporation and the
Alaska Natives who nre our
shareholders.

We would like to meet with you mt
your earfiest convenience to begin this
process,

Thank you for your time and
aftention.

Sincerely yours,

Old Harbor Native Corp,
Sven Haakanson
President



