Guest Column

Cowper: Projects to

by Gov. Steve Cowper

for the Tumirs Times

JUNEAL — | recently signed into
baw a public works budget that will
fund more than 3350 million worth of
projects and provide much needed johs
around Alaska

This package 1 goixl news for rural
commumities which will receive one
ol every three stute dollars spent on
capital projects

Villages from Saxiun (o 5t George
and Klukwan to Kivishag will soon see
Illlrl.bl'l.;l.lll llll[lll“l‘f'lll.‘“-l'\ i l..'l'“IL'II]
services, such s runway repairs,
upgraded waler and sewer syslems,
expunded power generation amd ero
s control

When the 1987 Legislsture adjourn-
ed in May it iade history. For the firs
time since Stmehood lawmakers lefi
Juneau withow! approving o capital
budger

Bear i ondl that o big chunk ol
canstruction. money from the year
hetfore $163 million — had been
hield up by the previous asdministration
because the state coulidn't pay for the
progects  affer ol prices  dropped
drustically in 1986,

| was able to release that money in
May so that Alaskans could take ad-
vintage of the construciton season, Bur
I also wanted an affordable capinl
budget lor the coming year, o0

My ndministration asked lfor near
Iy $61 million to pay for necessary
projects arpund the state i 1987, |
thought it was important that the
capital budget, which had stalled n the
Legislature, be approved, so | asked
legislotors 1o come back w Junciw and

This package
is good news for
rural communities
which will receive
one of every three
state dollars. . .

finsh the job

Aler o two-day special session, the
Legistature adopied my proposal along
with another $34 million in additional
projects. And, maore than $9 million
unsed Fromm past projects was rechan
neled inlo new ones

The staie’s 1ol capital budget of
nearly $105 million will attract 5260
millon in federal dollars. On wp of
substantial state money for local pro-
jects, villuges will also get o share of
federal funds for harbor and runway
improvements. My admimistration s
committed 1o making sure that rurl
areas gel an cquiulﬁlc slice of the
federal public works pie

Nearly all ol this year's capital pro-
jects are necessary for economic
development or for life, safety and
health; two deserve particular
mention

Completion of the St. George har

bor for $5.7 million could mean 200
(obs for on-shore processing and rmuy
attract $300 million in additional im-
provements by private companies who
want to locate there. And, o 52 million
repair of the Unalaska water system
will enaible fish processors o opernte
on-share, providing jobs for local
residents,

Severnl  communities, including

Ambler, Moutak, Noorvik, Koyukuk,
Andak, Husha, Newiok, Kwethluk and

provide needed jobs

Nunapilchuk will receive help with
erosion control, which 18 n critical

issue for a number of river
Cotmmuniies.
Hural airports will be upgraded in

Sand Point, False Pass, Dillingham,
Galena, Golovin, Nome, Barmow,
Elim, Deering, Teller, Kotzebue,
Tatitlek, Atgusuk, among others.

Water and sewer improvements
have been funded for Saxman,
Klawock, Thome Bay, Buckland,
Kaktovik, Kobuk, Wainwright,
Beaver, Sleetmute, Kalskng,
Mekoryuk, Platinum, Aleknagik,
Sand Poiut, Unaloskn, Chignik, King
Cove and Karluk.

Sheldon Poim and Toksook Bay get
new boardwalks and several villages
will be able o fix up their communi-
Iy centers.

Electrification projects in Ruby,
Chalkyitsik, Koyukuk, Quinhagak,
Chignik Lake und Perryville wi]ﬁct
i boost

This year's public works budget is
a fraction of what the siale spent just
4 few yeary ago, but it's cenainly the
most responsible capital budget the
state has seen in sometime. For rural
Alaska, it makes sense. It's needed,
and it's affordable



