‘Voice of the Raven’

‘The Reverend Doctor’ has served Natives

by Yern Metcalfe

fiwr thie Tundra Tines

“The Reverend Doctor™ is the way
I aiddresy my friend Walter !'inbnlfrrt
when we meet here 1o Juneau, which
ivomy way of kidding this good man
— one whie has been in the forefront
ol many an organization dedicated o
the welfare of all Alaskans

I you meet the gentleman i ques
ton you will never guess that he will
be BO yvears old come 1988 or that he
has given even an inch o the aging
process that infhicts most of us,

I fiest met the then pastor of the
Memaorial Preshytenan Church here in
Juneau under odd errcumstance

We were playing  baseball
Fireman's Park in 1946 — now the site
of the LS, Courthouse and Federal
Building — when an errant foul ball
ofl mmy trusty Lousville Shagger pane-
wred a stamed glass window i his
church.

He came over to see aboul all of
this. | novied that we woulid take wpr o
collection, bat ot twmed oot 1 was
imsuired

Some ot Guardsimen Felt sorry
for both the edilice bmd mysell and
comstructod @ metal sereen o protect
the windows. 1 was long on foul balls,
}Illll " =

F roim thust e Torward Walter amnd
1 became froends, wnd he has served
dh Y mentor on many naiters et

taiming to the Thingit Inchan culture and
vusloms,

It was only when | rewd a story
relating 1o has Hie and times that | had
uny idea of just how rugged it was
growing up inan era when the Tlingits
were attempling assimilation (o the
white man’s culture

Suffice 1o say that Walter knows
first hand about all of thes, having been
horn in Killisnoo,

He went through elementary schaol
there through the fifth grade when his
futher’s death dictuted & move 10 Sitka,
his mother’s home own.

He was (o hold o vanety ol jobs
while attending school; spemt seven
years uttending Sheldon  Jackson
School — then a grade and high
school, spent five years following
graduation working around Sitka, in
ome case working as a fireman at the
il i Soka Tor 53 o week, and then
met o Presbyterin  mimisier who
thought Waller was cut out for the
inistry.

Thas offered & way 1o higher educa-
tien, something few Alasks Natives
hand an opportunity ot during that time

the Gireat Depression of the 30y
und e then lunded o four-year scholar-
ship at Dubugue University in lowa,
which wis [ollowed by a similar sti-
pend Tor his three years of graduate
wirrk in the seminary .

He would réturn 1o Sitka durning the
surmimer months W work us o seme
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A truly gentle man, a soft-
spoken individual who doesn’t
have to raise his voice. . .

There is little doubt that he will
serve ably and well, as he has in
every other role he has played. . .

hishermun and & "“skilfman in an era
before the skiffs were powered. One
used oars in those days

Wialter got marmied to an SIS
classmate, Genevieve Ross Sobolefl,
who he had first met in 1927, That
mirringe in 1937 lasted for 48 years
before she wiy [rom an extend-
ed illness in 1986,

Mrs. SobolelT was o Haida, and like
her husband was possessed of o rare
wil und great charm and is fondly
remembered for her many activibes
which were rarely if ever the subject
of any puhiiuilrz. just a lor of thanks
from the beneliciaries,

1§ 1 were to list all of the things that
Walter has done over the years we
gould take up the entire issue. Suffice
fo sy that he served seven terms as
president of the Grand Camp of the
Aluska Native Brotherhood, has been
o boswrd member of the Sealaska Corp.
simce 1980 when he was elected as an
independent candhidate;, served many
years as a chaplain for the Alaska Na-
tional Guard, retiring only when he
was judged “overage in grade’" und
has been o member of the Juneaw
Lioms Club for nearly 40 years

Walter now resides in Tenukes amd
only recently has assumed the chair
manship of Kootznoowoo  Inc.,
[ollowing the tragic death ol Ivan
Gamble. There s hittle doubn that he
will serve ably and well, as he has n
every other nri{t: b has played over the

VEArs.
The T5th anmiversary of the Alaska

Native Brotherhood this year will see
many of those past presidents of the
Grand Camp honored, and Walter
Sobolefl should be at the head of that
class,

Knowing him as well as 1 do, he will
he reluctant to gain the spotlight, but
once there he will impart some
wisdom to all of those n attendance.

His sermon at the funeral of Ivan
Gamble was a classic, and not one
sound wits heird as he preached. In
all of the years |'ve known the man,
I had never seen or heard him so im-
passioned. And ['m sure that those
others in attendance would most cer-
twinly agree.

Oh yes, about that broken window
I told Walter some years later not 1o
think | had anything against
Presbyienans. 1 had also once done o
similar number on & Catholic Church
hack i Wenatchee, Wash., at the age
of mine. The resident priest forgave me
since while the other kids cut and rn,
I stayed 10 the course.

It alse helped that the window was
insured.

Another person, incidentally, who
has stayed the course s Walier
Sobolefl, and I'm sure glad that he
has, A truly gentle man, o soft-spoken
individual who doesn’t have 1o riuise
his vorce o be heurd, and one man 1'm
lad 1o have as a friemd.



