Spirit Days: A
a rededication
of Native culture

Spirit Days — u rededication and u
celebration of Alasks Native and
American Indinn culture — will be
held Friday through Sunday in
Anchorage.

Opening ceremomes begin Friday at
| unrllﬁc Park Stop. Dance groups
parrticipating will inelude

*The Hiaida  Dancers  Trom
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Hydaburg.

oCrossing Paths, an intertribal
group from Fairbanks.

*The Northern Lights Intertribal
Pow-wow Club.

*Greatland Traditional Dancers.

oThingit & Haida Duncers.

A special guest, Jim r, & full-
blooded Kaw and Creek Indian and
jazz saxophonist will be performing
throughout SFiril Days. His unigue
sound comes {rom his combination of
jazz and traditional music of the Kaw,
Creek and other American Indians,

Pepper is famous for his classic
“Witchi Tia To,"" a song based on a
Commanche peyote ceremonial chant
which he had heard his grandfather
sing and which became a Top 40 hit
in the United States.

The success of “*Witchi Tia To"
and the rest of Pepper's music lies in
is mix of the tmditional and the con-

lemporary. As a8 composcer, Sax-

ophonist and vocalist, Pepper takes the

music of the Native American and
gives it an original, conlemporary ex-
pression, as on his new ing.
“"Comin' and Goin,” ** an album of
toured West Africa and
Europe with Don Cherry in 1981, and
he has been touring und recording in
recent years with ghu-r [ oo
temporary musicians, including Paul
Motian, Charlie Haden's Liberation
Music Orchestrn and Bob Moses.

Other entertainment will include
storytellers and demonstrations of the
Native Youth Olympic Games.

Nutive art and craft booths will be
set up, and a variety of food stands will
have their spnc':]itjm for sale, in-
cluding some Native foods such as fry
bread and Navajo icos.

On Saturday and Sunday, the Spirit
Days celebration will be held at the
Alaska Pocific University from noon
until & p.m. each day.

Spirit Days representatives are in-
viling everyone (o join in on the

celebration, All events are I“mg.
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subyject to chimge. Those who want
Shetele, 274-4422, or Lynn O'Commor, 243-8112.




