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PAUL .FRIGGENSFRIGEENS WRITES ABOUT ALASKA :
.

. .

ByBv BETSY BRENNEMANBRENNEMAN-
Staff

BRENNEMAN-
StaffStiffStaff WriterWrite-

rPaul
Write-

rPaul, Paul Friggens has been ,. writ-
ing

writ-
ing

writwrit-¬-

ing for Reader'sReaders' Digest for
,,292929 years . During muchlJluch of thatthat-
time

that-
timetime his '""yearningyearning"yearmngyearmng'yearningyearning' desire " toto-

know
to-

knowknow more about Alaska per-
sisted

per-
sisted

perper-¬-
sisted and he began writwritingwriting-
about

ngng-

'about'about'about the state in 1969 withwith-
a

withwith-
aa story ' ohon the oil ' strike on thethe-
North

'

pipelineNorthNorthSlope--iJlope-SlopeSlope . Two more pipepipe-¬-

line articles followed , the mostrobstmost-
recent

robst-
recen'trecen'trecentrecent

'
appearingappearingoverover a yearyear-

ago
year-

agoago after he traveled the fullfull-
length

full-
lengthlength of the line .

As he became aware of thethe-
land

the-
land- land claims issue , .F.riggensFriggens., beganbegan-
gatheringgathering material , talking toto-

mltive
to-

nativenativemltive , leaders 1ikelike Emil Notti ,

..JohnJohn,.]ohn ,_ Borbridge , Willie ,Heiisley-
and

Hensley-
and

HerisleyHensleyHeiisley
and Howard Rock ,. and keeping

up an aactivetive fileme . In the back ofof-

his
of-

hishis mind ,
he was '""writingwriting< " aa-

future
a-

futurefuture article on the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Land Claims $SettlementSettlement-
.Act

Settlement.-
Act

ettlement
..ActAct..

But he decided to wait untiluntil-
the

until-
the

until-
thethe act was imimplementedleme.ntedlemented. andand-
the

and-
the

and-
thethe corporations were off andand-

lUl1ning

and-

running
and-

runningrunninglUl1ning .
"""ThisThis is a very complexcomplex-

place
complex-

place
, ,

placeplace/placeplacehe,/"' he says . '""YouYouYou don'tdontdon't-
just

don'tdontdon't-
.just

don'-
tjust

'
..justjust'' come . upup' here and writewrite-

a, a
*' piece onon Alaska Qvernight-

unless
overnightQvernightovernight-

unless
overnight-

unlessunless it'sits' very superficial ."

At the same time., anotheranother-
idea

another-
ideaidea was brewing . FriggensFriggens-
decided

Friggens-
decideddecided that it was tmetimetime thatthat-

Reader's
that-

Reader'sReader'sReaders' Digest'sDigests' estimated 100100-
million

100-
millionmillion readersreadersworldwideworldwide knowknow-

3bout
know-

aboutabout3bout ., Howard ., Rock.,",, Friggens . . ,

had met with Rock , founderfoundet;,

publisher and editor of thethe-

Tundra
thethe-

TundraTundra Times ,; severalseve'ralseveralseveral' times inin-

the
in-

thethe past andand sasayssayss that he foundfound-
him

found-
himhim to be ""oneone of the mostmost-
interesting

most-
interestinginteresting , sensitive ,. quiet , soft-
spoken

soft-
spoken

soft-
spoken

soft-soft-
spoken people 'I'dId' ever met.. "

This summer , when hehe-

returned
he-

returnedreturned to ' Alaska for hishis-

sixth
his-

sixthsixth trip , the roving editore'ditor
'

fromfrom-
Boulder

from-
BoulderBoulder , Colorado , was ''shockedshocked'shocked-
to

shocked-
toto llearnarn that Rock has passedpassed-
away

passed-
awayaway in April . Now , thethe-
personality

the-
personality,-personality-personality piece maymaynevernever bebe-

written
be-

writtenwritten . :;

However ,
''ahah'ailailan article on landland-

claims
land-

daimsclaimsdaims is being .,.seriouslyseriously con-
sidered

con-
sidered

concon-¬-

sidered byy the magazine ,

although Friggens says heheneverheJever-never-
knows

)-nevernever-JeverJeverJever-
knowsknows when and ifitifanyitanyany of hishis-

stories
his-

storiesstories will finally appear . He'sHesHe's-
fascinated

He's-
fascinated

'
fascinated with the idea of bushbush-
stockholders

bush-
stockholdersstockholders and ssayssaysys he'shes' very .'

impressed with the cadre ofof-
young

of-
youngyoung , capable , articulatearticulate-
natives

articulate-
nativesnatives in government and busi-
ness

busibusi-¬.-
neSsnessneSsmanagrmentmanagementmanagrment, .,.

'Paul
,

FriggensPriggens alsoabo says,ys thatthat-
whenwhen he speaks withwithstatestatestate-
officials

state-
officialsofficialsofficialsandandandotherother knowledge-
able

knowledgeknowledge-¬.-
able people , it is universallyuniversally-
agreed

universally-
agreedagreed that the Impact pfof landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims is just beginning and thatthat-
it

that-
itit will be ''farfar bbeyondyond what any-
one

any-
one

anyany-¬-

one suspected . He'sHes' convinced

that the native corporations areare-

a
are-

aa tremendous force in thethe-
development

the-
developmentdevelopment of tycapital:>ajital) ital for thethe-

sta
the-

state, stastatete .
.

An update on the pipelinepipeline-
may

pipeline-
maymay also come ()ou-toutoutut- of informa-

tion
informainforma- ¬.-

tion he'shes' gathering thisihis monthmonth-
but

month-
butbut what Friggens would reallyreally-
like

.

''- on
o-n'o-

nAlaskalike to do isis4is4submitis'submitissubmit' submit a piece onon-

AlaskaAlaska for the Digest'sDigestsDigest'sDigests' ""Arm-
chair

"ArmArm"Arm-¬.-

chair TravelTravelTravelCog" - L'ogLog-CogCog'og ." It hasn't-

been
hasn'thasnthasn't-

been
'

been done before ' and he sayssays-

it
says-

it
says

it would nnott just'' bee aboutabouttheaboutthe-
state's

,.
the-

state's
the

state'sstates' amazing naturalnaturalwonderswonders ,

but alsals6also about the AlaskanAlaskan-

spi

Alaskan-

spir3fspispiritspir3ff'
, its people , its motiva-

tions
motivamotiva-¬.-

tionstionstlOns , and its future .


