
CommonColnmOn Inuit language
, .: " h "

Eskimo PointPoint-CommunicaPointCommunica-Communica ¬.,
tion in the north may take 1-

1giant
a11a-

giantgiantgiant'''stepstepstep forward this month ,
as a number of Inuit gather ,. toto-

decide
to-

decidedecide upon a common writ-
ing

writ-
ing

writwrit-¬-
ing system for the wholewhole-
Canadian

whole-
CanadianCanadian north .

Delegates to the meeting ,
which will ,. ..- take

t-
ake

.-

take
t-
aketake placeplaceugust.(\August\ugustugustAugus-

t30To.September330lo30To.September30ToSeptembert . September 3 in FrobisherFrobisher-
Bay

Frobisher-
BayBay , will include regional lan-
guage

lanIanlan-¬.-

guage commissionerscommissio1\erscommissio1ers\ ,. and mem-
bers

mem-
bers

memmem-¬-

bers of a special advisory sub-
committee

subsub-¬.-
committee---

the
t-

he
who have been study-

ing
studystudy-¬.-

ingingthethe language situation forfor-
two

for-
twotwo years .

Jose KusugakKusugak.dKusugakdKusugakdrector, ,.director( ctor of thethe-
Language

the-
languageLanguage Commission , whichwhich-
operates

which-
operatesoperates throughthtough the Inuit Cul-
tural

Cul-
tural

CulCul-¬-
, tural Institute in Eskimo PointPoi1t ,

explained that a common writ-
ten

writ-
ten

writwrit-¬-

ten language ' in the north wouldwould-
do

would-
dodo much to alleviate communi-
cation

communi-
cation

communicommuni-¬-

cation barriers between InuitInuit-
in

Inuit-
inin different .'regions.regions'regions : Right nownow-
there

nowII,

there are five different writtenwritten-
systems

written-
systemssystems in use in the north .

In addition to Inuit advisors , ,.

language commissioners , andand-
.representatives

and-
representatives,.representatives.representatives from the six _

Inuit regional associations , dele-
gates

dele-
gates

deledele-¬-
gates to the meeting areare-

expected
are-

expectedexpected to include representa-
'tives

representa-
tives

representarepresenta-¬-
'tives'tives from the various churcheschurches-
as

churches-

aswellasaswell,. yvellell asrthe territorialterritoriall govern-
ment

govern-
ment

governgovern-¬-
ment .

They will listen to the reportsreports-
of

reports-
ofof ststudiesdies done during .,.thethethe twotwo-
years

two-
yearsyearsyears the language commissioncommissiortcommission-
has

commissiort-
has

"

has been in e1existencee1stencestence , and thenthen-
decide

then-
decidedecidedecidevhether\whether\vhethervhether they-theytheywish-., wish toto-

adopt. adoptdopt these proposed systems .

If these systems are accepted ,
delegates will spend time work-
ing

work-
ing

workwork-¬-

ing on
,

an imimplementationlemeIJtation planplan-
to

plan-
toto teach Inuit of all agesages the newnew-
writing

new-
writmgwritingwritmg .° systemsstems as soon asas-

possible
as-

possiblepossible .

The new systems are basedbased-

on
based-

onon aa 2121letter21-letter21letter--letterletter roman alphabet '

and a syllablessyllabics system whichwhich-
has

which-
hashas beenbe-enbeen- reduced from 48 mainmain-
syUabics

main-
syllabics

'
syllablessyUabicssyllabics symbols to 42 .

- ForFor moremoreinformationmoreinformation-,-informationinformation-informationinformationinf rmatlon con-
tact

con-
tact

concon-¬-
tact : Jose Kusuguk , Director ,

or Terry Reilander , InformationInformation-
Officer

Information-
OfficerOfficer , at InuitInui CulturalCultural-

Institute
Cultural-

InstituteInstitute , Language Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

DepartDepart-¬-

ment , Eskimo Point , N.WXNWXN.W.TNW.TNWTN-W.TNW.TWT.- . . ,

XOE OEO . Phone 857-33238573323- or
857-88208578820851-8820851- .


