Cemmon Inuit Iungucgo

Eskimo  Point—Communica-
tion in the north may take a
giant” step forward ‘this month,
as 'a number of Inuit gather,to
decide. upon a common writ-
ing system for
Canadian north.

Delegates to the meeting,
which will take. place  August
30 to September 3 in Frobisher
Bay, will include regional ‘lan-
guage commissioners, and mem--
bers. of a special advisory. sub-
committee who have been study-
ing 'the language situation for

- two years. .

Jose Kusugak, duecto: of the
Language. Commission, which
. operates through the Inuit Cul-
- tural Institute in° Eskimo Point,
explained  that a common writ-
ten language in the north would
do' much to alleviate communi-
cation. barriers - between ' Inuit

in different -regions: Right now,
- there are five different written

systems in use in the north.

In addition to Inuit advisors,.
language ' commissioners, . and
representatives ‘ from the six_
Inuit regional associations, dele-
gates  to the ‘meeting = are
expected to include representa-

" ‘tives from the various churches
as well asi the temtonal govern-
ment.

They will listen to the reports
of studies done ‘during the two
years the language commissiort
has been in existence, and then
decide whether they  wish to
.adopt these proposed systems:

: If these systems are accepted,
delegates will spend time work-
ing on an implementation plan:

. * to teach Inuit of all ages the new

writing + systems as soon  as

possible.
The new systems are based
on a 2l-letter roman alphabet’

‘and a syllabics  system which:

has been reduced from 48 main
svllabics symbols to 42.

the whole

- For more 1nformatlon con-
tact: Jose Kusuguk, Director,
or Terry Reilander, Information

Officer, .-at  Inuit = Cultural
Institute, - Language - Depart-
ment,. Eskimo Point, N.W.T.,

XOE OEOQ. Phoné 857 -3323 or.
857-8820.



