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BETSY BRENNEMANBRENNEMAN-
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SteStaffSt.HStH." WriterWrit-
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" ,J\IIN'\ preparationpreparat4onprepara\onpreparaon\ ' for the visitvisit-

Alaska

;

) Alaskaska next week of InteriorInterior-
cr

Interior-
cretarycrcretarytaryiry ThoiriasThon1asThonias Kleppe ,

InteInterior'sInteriorsor'sors' legislative counsel ,. KenKen-

Brown
Ken-

BrownBrown , paid a visit to die-

Alaska
thediethe-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of Natives onon-

Tuesday
on-

TuesdayTuesday , Aug,,. 24 , to discussdiscuss-

the
discuss-

thethe continuing easement contro-
versy

contro-
versy

controcontro- ¬-

versy and hold-upholdup- ofof-landofland-. land contOncon-

veyance
¬.

,-veyance-veyance to native corporationscorporations-
under

corporations-
underunder terms of the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Claimsciaims Settlement Act .

i Jake Lestenkof , AFN'sAFNs' vicevice-
president

vice-
presidentpresident ,forfor land , reports that itit-

was
it-

waswas a ""sensingsensing meeting " inin-

which
in-

whichwhich Brown . hoped to get anan-

i

an-

ideaiidealea of AFN'sAFNs' &attitude&ttitudettitude towardtoward-
attempts

toward-
attemptsattemptsattempts at interim conveyancesconveyances-
while

conveyances-
whileWhile a law suit , initiated bybby-

AFNAFN and six regional corp.ora-
tipns

corp.ora-
tipns

corpora-
tipns

corp.ora-corp.oracorpora-corpora.
. -

tipns on May 4 , 1976 , is pend-
in

pend-
ing

pendpend-¬-

ining in the courts .

All conveyancesconveyantes were sussus-

pended
sus-

pended
sus-sus¬-

pendedpendedwhenwhen ''thatthatthat suit was

. . .- " " \ '

filed and it is not known h'ow-

permanent
howh'owhow-

permanent

'

permanentpermanentthe-.-thethe.the hold orderorder willwill-

be
will-

bebe . Although this isit a commoncommon-
procedural

common-
procedural

common
procedural move ofof.whichofwhich.,which AFNAFN-
was

AFN-
waswas awareawareware when it filed , !suitouit ,

Lestenkof sayssays
' the plaintiffsplaintiffs-

had
plaintiffs-

hadhad hoped ''- that
t-

hat
'-

that
t-

hat'iliatiliat the hold ''orderorder'order-
would

'order-
wouldwould not come to ppassss .

Meanwhile , early this month ,

after special negotiations ,, anan-

agreement
an-

agreementagreement between InteriorIpterior andand-

Arctic
and-

ArcticArctic Slope RegionRegionall Corpora-

tions
Corpora-

tions
CorporaCorpora-¬-

tions was reachreachedd allowing forfor-
the

for-
thethe

,.
firsfirstfirstmajor('

major conveyanceconveyance ofof-
nearly

of-
nearlynearlynearly fourfour million ', acres toto-
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take place within the nextnext4-
few

nextjnext4,

,
few months .

LestenkofLestenkofsayssays it is tootoo-
early

too-
earlyearly to say what AFN'sAFNs' atti-
tude

atti-
tude

attiatti-¬-

tude is or whether Brown camecame-
away

came-
awayaway from the meetimeeting1g sensingsensing-
happiness

sensing-
happinesshappiness or unhappiness , withwith-
the

with-
thethe current situation . But Les-

tenkof
LesLes-¬.-

tenkof did say that he feelsfeels-
Brown

feels-
BrownBrown probablyprobably-probablyprobablysaw*.- saw thatthat-
regional

that-
regionalregional corporations areare-

interested
are-

interestedinterested in negotnegotiationgationg with '

Interior as Arctic Slope did ,
but onlyonty Onn a unilateral basis , II-

regionregion by region .

When asked why only uni-

lateral
uni-

lateral
uni-

lateral
uni-uni- ,

lateral negotiations , LLe'stenkofLestenkofLstenkofLestenkof-
says

'stenkofstenkof-
sayssays that there are just tootoo-

many
too-

manymany different .attitudes.attitudes on thethe-

easement
the-

easementeasement question and that thethe-

issues
the-

issuesissues are not the same in thethe-

arctic
the-

arcticarctic as in Kodiak , for examplexample .

He predicts that agreementsagreements-
forfor interim conveyance will. bebe-

forthcoming
be-

forthcomingforthcoming soonsoon betweenbetween-
.Interior

between-
Interior.
..InteriorInterior andaild Bristol Bay NativeNative-

Corporation
Native-

Corporation.,.CorporationCorporation and Koniag , InInc .
As for the ' status off the liti-

gat
liti-litiUti-.,<

gationgat ion ;,, ANF ., Has received word ,'

- that one ' of their major com-

plaints
com-

plaints
com-com-.

I. plplaintsits ," *, in <,i- 'tliei- tlie"'""thethe fr suisuitsuit\suitsuitis(:;\'<. ., is' ,.; 'Ijeing'QeingQeingbeing
'

'

resolved.1resolved1resolyedresolved ..' ;The ''suitsuit'suifsuif''''hashashas , chargcchargedd
.

that thethesecretary-'-secretarysecretary'secretary ,, by notnot-

publishing
not-

publishingpublishing easemeasementnt orders asas-

formal
as-

formalformalformalregulationsregulations open ToriorTor-

public
ior-

publicpublic commentcomment ," ,
violated thethe-

Administrative
the-

AdministratiyeAdministrativeAdministratiye Procedures Act .

Lestenkof says it now lookslooks-
like

looks-
likepublishedlike those Orders will be pubpub-pub¬-
lished "Tsoon"soonsoon asas ""regulationsregulations . Nor-
O1all

Nor-
mally

NorNor-¬-
O1allmally a 60-day60day-- ' period followsfollows-
when

follows-
whenwhen publicpublicpubliccomment

'
' commentcommenf'oncommenfon'' ''-on

o-n'-on
o-n thethe-

reg
the-

regulationsregregulationslations is invited , again tech-
nically

techtech-'-.
nically freezing anyanyactionsactions. onon-
conveyance. conveyance of land .

Another issue to be resolvedresolved-
b

resolved-
beforebbeforebeforebeforecourtfore' court action can taketake-
place

take-
placeplace is where the *' case will bebe-

tried
be-

triedtried . The JusticeJusticeusticeusticeI I''DepartmentDepartmentDepaDepaitmenttmef,',

which represents-representsrepresentsInterior-. InteInteriorior isis-

attempting
is-

attemptingattempting to ' have the casecase-
moved

case-
movedmoved back to Alaska . AFNAFN-
opposes

AFN-
opposesopposes the move ..,. Lesstenkof-
says

LestenkofLesstenkofLestenkof-
sayssays that the federation feelsfeels-
that

feels-
thatthat since authority lies inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . , and sincesince-
that

since-
thatthat

"' is where the ordersrders areare-
publi

are-
publishedpublipublisheded it is more appropriate-
that

appropriate
that diethe case be tritriedd there.a-

Calling
there.jtherejthere.4there4there.athereathere.4t. t,

, .,
.CallingCallingCalIingthe'attempftoCalIingtheattempftoJJthe; thethe'attempt'totheattemptto' attempt ' to trans-

fer
trans-

fer
transtrans-¬-

fer the casecase
'
aa"federalafederal,

''-

the
t-

he
""federalfederal''ff dera1 tendencyiendency ,'"' ...rr.-

rhehehe.HheH.
' Sayssayssays'thatsaysthat''thatthat the JusticeJustice-JusticeDepart-' Depar-

t'menu
Depart-Depart-, '

'.'menumenument ,), , feelfeelsfeelfeell.
l

;;* thatthat'PcasesthatPcases
,.,atat'- It'

'ItIt'Ceases, ses 1; \

should',sshouldsshouldo

. '
'::1111." ''II.'

"

,
: ''dIdI )

11rr '

, !. , , "

be triedtriedintried'intried-intriedin-'-inin the state from which-

the
which-

the
which

the charges were brought . OralOral-

hearings
Oral-

hearingshearings will be held in Washing-

ton
Washing-

ton
Wjishing-

ton
Wjishing-WjishingWashing-Washing -

ton sometime in early SSeptem-

ber
SeptemSeptem-Septemptem-

ber
ptem-ptem¬-

ber on whether the case shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe transferred back ..toto Alaska .

SecrSecretarytary of Interior KleppeKleppe-

will
Kleppe-

willwill meet with AFN on Sept . 88-

in

8-

inin nchoAnchorageage . LestenkofLestcnkofLesitenkof says no .,

agenda has been formalized yet-

but
yet-

but
yet

but, he'shes' sure the discussion willwill-

center
will-

centercenter around conveyanceconveyanc probprob--prob-
lems

¬.

lemslems,,. -'
.' ''II*


