
RIABIA conducts .study
,

on dr.oPdroP
.

out problemp'ropro'

lem
To assistassistnative-,-nativenative studentsstudents-

who_ who have left school beforebefore-

g

before-

graduatingggraduating3duating" from the 12th grgradede ,

the Bureau of Indian Affairs hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen conducting a phasedphased-

threepart
phased-

threepartthree-partthreepart- study of the drop outout-

problem
out-

problem
outI I

problem . Presently collegecoIlegecollege-

students

'

students from the UniversjtyUniverstyUniversity! oofof-

Utah's
(

Utah'sUtahs' School of SocialSodal WWorkWo'rk'k aieareaie-

working

are-

working
are

working under contract withwith-

BIA_ _ BIA Social Services and travelingtraveling-
throughout

traveling-
throughoutthroughout the state toto-

interview
to-

interviewinterview students who areare-

interested
are-

interestedinterested in re-enteringreentering--- a schoolschool-

system
school-

systemsystem , aacquiringquiring a "' generalgeneral-

equivalency
general-

equivalencyequivalency diploma (GED) , oror-

participating
or-

participatingparticipating in technicaltechnical-

training
technical-

trainingtraining beyond the 12th gradegrade-

level
grade-

levellevel..

The first phase of the studystudy-

began
study-

beganbegan in December 1975 , whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe education division of BIABlABIA-

conducted
BlA-

conductedconducted a survey ofofallall AlaskaAlaska-

natives
Alaska-

nativesnatives between the-thetheages-. ages of 1414-

and
14-

andand 21 years of age . More than

14,00014000, questionnaquestionnaresquestionnairesres werewere-
mailed

were-
matledmailedmatled to young natives inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska and throughout the resttestrest-

of
test-

of
rest

of the United StatesStaes, . The ques-
tionnaire

ques-
tionnaire

quesques-¬-

tionnaire requesterequestedl<: informationinformation-
regarding

information-
regardingregarding past and presentpresent-
school

present-
schoolschool attendance , and whetherwhether-
the

whether-
thethe student desired to continuecontinue-
ifif he , or she , hadhild (droppedhopped out..

The second phase , in opera-
tion

operaopera-?-

tion at the present time , involvesinvolves-
the

involves-
thethe counselor-interviewerscounselorinterviewers- whowho-
are

who-
areare schedscheduledled to meet and-
'interview

and1a1(1a11and[('''interviewinterview over 11,0001000,,000000 individuals ,

who in responding to the ques-

tionnaire
ques-

tionnaire
quesques-ques¬-

tionnaire , expressedrtpressed an interestinterest-
in

interest-
inin obtaining help in terms ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir
''futurefuturefuture education plans .

The counselors are traveling toto-

BIA
to-

BIABIA agency headquarters ininin-
Bethel

"'
Bethel , FairbanksFairbanls , Juneau ,

Nome and Anchorage . FromFrom-

the
From-

thesepointsthethesethesepoints, points they will travel toto-

small
to-

smallsmallsmallvillagesvillages either by airplaneairplane-

oror boat .

The thirdthirdthiilthiilphasephasephasephasewill'
willwiIJ incIuinclude-

establishing
includeI

establishing a data retrieval syssys-

tem
sys-

tem
sys-sys¬-

tem to be Coordinateddoordinated betweenbetween-
BIA

between-
BIABIA Education , SocialSoda! ServicesServices-

and
Services-

andand Employment Assistance toto-

facilitate
to-

facilitatefacilitate planning in the areas.,.

of placement for those who wishwish-

to
wish-

toto return to school or taketake-

training
take-

trainingtraining , and the development ofof-

a
of-

aa drop out prevention program .

BIA Education Specialist BerthaBertha-

Lowe. Lowe is 'coordinating'coordinating the datadata-

collected
data-

collectedcollected by the interviewersinteryiewers .

In discussing the program ,
Specialist Lowe explains , ""TheThe"The-
project

"The-
projectproject has two major objec-
tives

objec-
tives

objecobjec-¬-

tives , the first objectiveqbjective is toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide the drop out studentstudent-
with

student-
withwith an individualindividualcounselorcounselorcounselor-
contact

counselor-
contactcontact which hopefullyhopefuUhopefullywillwillwil-
lasist

will-

assistassistasist:; in making concrete plans .

Once the student hashilS initiatedinitiated-
the

initiated-
thethe plan , ,it will be processedprocessed-
through

processed-
throughthrough a referral system . The

secondsecondobjectiveobjective concerns thethe-
gathering

the-
gatheringgathering of data on drop outout-
students

out-
studentsstudents to facilitate programprogram-
planning

program-
planningplanning in the area of preven-
tion

preven-
tion

preven-preven-

tion ."


