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Orthodox ChurchC4urC4urhChurch-

for

h

for InteriorIn erior Ak .

ContinuingCan tinuing aa traditiontraditioh 'ofof'of-
missionary

' ofof-
missionarYmissionarymissionarYefforteffort begurtbegun in 1794 ,

the RussianR ssian Orthodox Church hashas-

taken
has-

taken
't-

owards
t-

owards'-taken, thetJetJe first'' steps towatdstowardstowatds-
establishing

towards-
establishingestablishing a parish in Fairbanks .

Father Nicholas Harris ,. Pastor ofof-
the

of-
thethe-thetheSt-' StSt.. Innocent : OrthodoxOrthodox-
Church

Orthodox-
ChurchChurch of Anchorage , visitedvisited-
Fairbanks

visited-
FairbanksFairbanks AprilAprjI 11-43114311-.1311.13.1313ll.13ll13-.-. to holdhold-
services

hold-
servicesservices and meet with locallocal-

Orthodox
local-

OrthodoxOrthodox people .

Father Harris said the group
discussedgroupdiscussedtheth organizational statestate-

of
state-

oofo f the church , a temporarytemporary-
meeting

temporary-
meetingmeeting place , the naming of thethe-
church

the-
churchchurch, and a temporary structurestructure-
for. for the parishparislt,. A parish councilcouncil-
wi11

council-
willwillwi11 begin evaluating thethe-
inpnediate

the-
immediateimmediateinpnediate , potential for thethe-

church
the-

churchchurchchurch. Although there is nono-
accurate

no-
accurateaccurate estimate on the numbernumber-
of

number-
ofof Orthodox people in Fairbanks ,
Father Harris said the number waswas-
"significant

was-
"significant"significantsignificant" ."

In addition to regular services ,
the churchchurchurahh will hold churchchurch-
school

church-
schoolschool for children . IheyThey alsoalso-

hope
also-

hopehope to start a newsletter .
,

The new mission has beenbeen-

authorized
been-

authorizedauthorized by the Bishop of thethe-

Orthodox
the-

Orthodox, Orthodox Church jnj.nin. Alaska , HisHis-
Grace

His-
GraceGrace , the Right Reverend Bishop
GregoryBishopGregory.

Until a priest is permanentlypennanentlypennanently-
established

permanently-
establishedestablished in Fairbanks , monthlymonthly-
services

monthly-
servicesservices will be held by a visitingvisiting-
priest

visiting-
priestpriest.. Father Harris said whenwhen-
there

when-
therethere is a resident priest , there areare-
plans

are-
plansplans to have him travel to villagesvillages-
inregularbasisin InteriorIn terior Alaska on a regular

. basis . .

UntilU ntiI a church building isis-

constructed
is-

constructedservices
.

construeconstructedconstructedservicested , .servicesservices., will ,be heldheld-

inin private homes . FatherF1ther! '' HarrisHarris-
said

Harris-
saidsaid this would foster a familyfamily-
spirit

family-
spiritspirit which is a-aabasica -, basic OrthodoxOrthodox-
con'cept

Orthodox-
conceptconceptcon'cept' . '.

,

Father ,' Harris stressed thatthat allall-

Orthodox
all-

OrthodoxOrthodox people regardless ofof-
cultural

of-
culturalcultural background,, would bebe-

welcome
be-

welcomewelcome to join the churchchurcb .

Anyone interested in furtherfurthe-
rinfonnation

further-
infornxationinformationinfonnationinfornxation about the newnew-
Orthodqx

new-
OrthoOrthodoxOrthodqxOrtho dq' x ChurchChurchsliouldChurchshouldshouldsliould

'"
call Mrs .

Helen Adkins at 479-35044793504479.35044793504-. , oror-

Angela
or-

AngelaAngela JP.urkeyPurkey.urkey at 456-54474565447-- . BothBoth-
women

Both-
womenwomeniwomen\womenwomenwill\; will serve on thethe-
neWlyfopned

the-
newlyformednewly-formednewlyformedneWly-fopnedfopned- parishp'arish' council .


