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This'yearfoThisyearfoThis'yearforThisyearforThis'yearThisyear'
,. for , the firstftrst timetime inin aalal-

decade
a-

decadedecade , AlphonseAlphonseI4Alphonse, I'", . DemientieffDemienUeffDemientieff-
was

'

waswas missing at the recent raisingaising( of ),,

the Nenana Ice Classic tripodrtripod, HeHe-

had

a

had tied'dieddied
' '

.AprilApril., 14 ,. 1974 . fllie"TheThe"
,The :;'

,
'

,' ClassicAassicClaSsicIClaSsicIcontinu, continuescontinu s ,.
'-

as
a- s'- as
a- s'- as
a- s' ' does ,

the
memory ' of theth many neighborsneighbors-
and

,

and friends for this man was soso-

ac
so-

activeactiveac tive inhI .thisthis.this and otherotherc-
ommUnityevents

otherc-
ommunitycommunitycommUnityeventsevents '

.

Alphonse ' Demientieff-DemientieffDemientieffof, -., ofof-

RussianAthabascan
of-

RussianAthabascanRussian-AthabascanRussianAthabascan- ancestryancestry-ancestrywas-,.;' was ,

bornbo January'JailUaryJailUary'January' ' ,- 24
2- 4, 24 , 1905190,5

,
, at HolyHdyHdy-

Cross
Holy-

CrossCross .. He1He' grew up and waswas-

educated
was-

educatededucated atat'' the Holy
'

CrossCross-

school
Cross-

schoolschool..
When he was 14 years ,

old hehe-

went
he-

wentwent
,
to work as a , deckhand ononon-

the
nn-

thethe ststeamboatsttarnboarnboamboatsts whichwWch plied thethe-

Yukon 'YukonYukonaJ'ldYukonandandaJ'ldaJld' when he was 1188 he gotgQtgQt-

Ws
got-

hishisWs firstfust job'as'ariver-bpatas'ariverasariverbpatas
'-

a
a' a river-boatriverboat- pilot onoJ'loJloJ'-

lthe

onon-

the 'the Yukon and TananaJRivers.HeTananaJRiversHeTanana Rivers . HeHe-

also
He-

alsoalso workedw rked as pilot for the DayDay-
N

Day-
NavigationalNavigationalN vigational Company and alsoalso-

forlUsbro
also-

forforforlUsbrohis brothererNicNick .
As aa' young rhaninman.inmanin,. the village hehe-

played
he-

playedplayed football and baseballbaseball-
during

baseball-
duringduring the summer and skied andand-

skated
and-

skatedskated during the winterJ'lterJlterW' .

On January 33.1927319273,1927,., 1927 he marriedmarried-
Mary

married-
MaryMary Cristo and theythey'm'adetheymadethey'made'made' theirtheir-

home
their-

homehomehome-homein"- in Holy Cross . As the yearsyears-

went
years-

wentwent byby-lifebylife, '- life wasn'twasnt' alwaysat ways easyeasy-

for
easy-

forfor the young couple ,. and theirtheir-

family
their-

familyfamily of threethr c boys and two girls .

At times foodood( supplies werewere-

scarce
were-

scarcescarce . ThereTherewaswas no sugar , nono-

white
no-

whitewhite flourf10urAour and Mary' had to useuse-

th
use-

thetheth coarse graham flour which waswas-
all

was-
allall that was available .

ClothesOothes werewere hard to get.. ButBut-

the
But-

thethe familyfamilywerewere healthyandhhealtaltli.yandhappyaltliyandhappyaltli.yandhappy-
and

.yandhappyyandhappy-
and

happy
and the fatherfathermanagedmanaged

'
toto-

pIOv
to-

provideprovidepIOv de . He had hishi$his'summerhissummersummer jobjob-

on
job-

onon the river and he spent winterswinterwinters-
trappingtrapping and hunting to keepkeep-

meat
keep-

meat
.

meat on the table .

In 1945 the family moved to
-. Nenana where Alphonse becamebecame-
pilot

became-
pilotpilot for the river transportationtransportation-
unitunit of the C-A.ACA.ACA.AAAV.A.AVA.AVAA.AA-. ... and in 1946 hehe-

became
he-

becamebecame captain andmid pilot for the'the'the-

TAKU
'the-

TAKU

'

TAKU CHIEF of theth YutanaYutana-
Barge

Yutana-
BargeBarge linesllies.

From May to October of eacheach-

year
each-

yearyear he worked on the river and inin-

winter

in-

winterwinter he made dogsledsdog eds , littlelittle-
caches

little-
cachescaches of birch and always wentwent-

trapping
went-

trappingtrapping and hunting . Two moremore-
boys

more-
boysboys and two more girls were bornbomborn-

to
bom-

toto the family at this time .

In 1964 he and his men raisedraised-

tripod
raised-

the
'

the tripod on the Tanana River .

This waswas for the Nenana IceIce-

Classic
Ice-

ClassicClassic -- now the annual eventevent-

which
event-

whichwhich attractsattracts .attentionattention., from aUallall-

lovei
all-

over'overoverloveiover'{ ' Alaska as ' well ' as from thethe-

"outside
the-

"outside"outsideoutside" ".
He began carving miniatures ofof-

the
ofof-

thethe tripod ; very few were made as ;::

this , was not a commercialcommercial-
venture

commercial-
ventureventure . As these small tripodstripods-
were

tripods-
werewere scarcescarc , they became highlylUglhighly-

valued
yy-

value'dvaluedvalue'd'.. Two ofofthethe-the,- recent luckylucky-
recipients

lucky-
recipientsrecipients in 1972 were GeorgeGeorge-

'AUla
George-

AttlaAttla'AUlaAUla' aridridand the former commandercommander-
ofof the

' QearCleara ar Air Force StationSta ion .

In 1967 Alphonse built himselfhimseJfhimseJf-
a

himself-
aa srhalVshopsmalP9hOpsmall-sibopsmallsibop- behindbbehind1ind] his house andand-

he
and-

hehe started turning out dogsledsdo l ds forfor-

adults
for-

adultsadultsadultsand' and children and miniatureminiature-
sleds

miniature-
sledssleds and caches . The first sled hehe-

had
he-

hadhad ever builtbuiltvwas\vv\vswass when he1he
>' waswas-

fourteen
was-

fourteenfourteen ,. years old iniri Holy Cross .

'HeHe'
He had asked his Dad to showshow-

him
show-

himhim how and hisJUs Dad had replied ,
'TilTil"I'llIll'" '' show you just'just' one time .!"' SoSo-

he.built
So-

hehehe.builthebuilthe:.
.
built his sledssle , harnessed up hishis-

dogs
his-

dogsdogs and took off.. But he cameC3I11eC3I11-

ehome
came-

home
;

home minus oneononeonesledsled .
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ALPHONSE DEMIENTIEFF

There was nothing left. It hadbaabaa-

broken
had-

brokenbroken up . But he tried and triedtried-
again

tried-
againagain and at last perfected hisrusrus-

technique
his-

techniquetechnique . He loved to work withwith-
his

with-
hishis handsharidshatids .

He didn'tdidnt' care to express
himselfmself1expresshimselfvery much with words ,
but hisWi; craftsmanship-wascraftsmanshipwascraftsmanship'wascraftsmanshipwas-' superb .
Whatever he did ,. whether it waswas-
something

was-
somethingsomething for the homehorne , on orderorder-
for

order-
forfor someone else , in hisIDS work forfor-
the

for-
thethe YutanaYutana: Barge linesIbies oror for thethe-

Nenana'Ice
the-

Nenana'IceNenanaNenana'IceNenanaIceTee' Classic,, he waswasneverwasnever-
satisfied

wasnever-
satisfied

, never
satisfied until'until

'

it was the best jobjob-
he

job-
hehe could do . ItIthadtohad to be just right .

Perfection waswaslhiss goal .

And in the closingmonthsclosing months ofofhbofhb-
life

hishis-

lifelife he realized truetr.ue. happinesshappiness-
surrounded

happiness-
surroundedsurrounded by hisills nine children ,

'

25 grand-childrengrandchildrengrand-childreqchildreq- and fivefive-

greatgrandchildren
five-

great.grandchildrengreat-grandchildrengreatgrandchildrengreat.grandchildrengreatgrandchildren-. , somemes< ofof-

whom
of-

whomwhom visited him every weekend ._
HisIns heritage to his family was aa-

busY
a-

busybusybusYusefuluseful lifelifefe and each one ofof-

his
of-

hishis sons
.-
and

a- nd., and daughters havehave-
followed

have-
followedfollowed

, hisIDS exampleexamJ'leexamJle' . . They all . ,

liveliv ind'andand' nd work in the Interior as :

warehouseman at FtFt.. Wainwright ,

heavy equipment operator ,

counselor for the AlcoholicAlcoholic-
program

Alcoholic-
programprogram , waitress ,. teamster , lablab-

technician
lab-

techniciantechnician , hearinghearingandand speechspeech-

instructor
speech-

instructorforinstructorinstructorfor.forforJor., Crippled Children'sChildrensChildren's-
Asociation

Children's-
Association

'
AssociationAsociation$ , mechanic and oileroiler-

on
oiler-

onon the North Slope .
Alphonse became one of thethe-

most
the-

mostmost respected men in his villagevillage-

of
village-

ofof NenanaNenan:! and his reputeJePute as aa-

craftsman
a-

craftsmancraftsman had spread overover-

Interior
over-

InteriorInterior Alaska . Knowledge aboutabout-
him

about-
himhim extended evenevevennnoutsideoutsideoutside-
Alaska

outside-
AlaskaAlaska , too . His memory willWil-

lalways

will-

alwaysalways be with us .,

HealthHeqlthHHealth
J!
eqlth ,. Schools :.'. .

; \. '!
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were

6)-

were
)

1\1\1-

were
,

werewere allowedallowed to testifyt stif beforebefore thethe-

S

thethe-

SeSeiiateSSee'p'aepa' 'atet'ete' 'AppropriationsAppropriations'ApprolriaApprolria' AppropriationsSu-
blcommittee

, ti nsns-

Su1
,

SubcommitteecomiUitteeSublcommitteeSu1: a; ., on Interior'iahd.- tInterioriahd.- tInterioriahd- tInteriorInteriors s
'II' , ndandand-

Instilar'Affairs
.

:;

Insularfus1arfusInstilar'AffairsInstilarAffairs1ar Affairs'Affairs'' .
, ;. '" ' .:

'
µ, :,The-TheTheotherTlleT e -,*\

, otherother"headngs.lareotherheadngs.lareotherheadngslare,". .hearingshearings., hearings-farehearingsfare:- :,,'. are ,,

scheduled:9hedul9hedul:; d to be held on April'AprUAprU'April'' 2828-

bef
',

beforebef e the.HousetheHouseththeHouse.,House AppropriationsAppropriations-
SubcommitteeSubcommitteeSu1xtSubcommitteemrnittee 'onon'

InteriorfandInteriorfInteriorand; aJ'ld"iaJldiaJ'ld-
"iInsulari ' .",

InsularInsulari , AffairsAfa( rs ;: andjand :; aKfinalia\i'fma1ai'fma1ifma1a \ ifnal.' ;

,
three-daythreeday-- ,: hearingheariJ'lgheariJlg' before the , fullful-
lSenate

j\
ISSenatee rea t e '

,. ., Appropriations:.
.

CommitteeCCommitteemnittee onon May 5-757-- . \' M*>\
" < 5, >.
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Extra GI'GI'
Bill entitlement isis-

available
is-

availableavailable to veterans and active4iCtive4iCtiv-
eduty

activ-
edutydiitydutydutymilitary';:

,
military personnelpersonneJ toto-

complete
to-

completecomplete , highWgh school or taketake-
certain'courses

take-

certaincertaincertain'coursescertaincourses'courses required for higherlghergher-

ehighereducationhigher
educatione duca tion and this "freefree" {reeree-
entitlem.ent

ree-

entitlemententitlemententitlem.ent. " is not chargeable toto-

the_ the individual'sindividuals' normalnormale-
ntitlement

normale-
ntitlemententitlement .
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SurtaxYour tax refundrefund-
couldcpuldcould .

be the startstart-
you

start-
youyouyou need .

.'
1b1-

bWithWith the high cost of livingliving.andlivingand. . and.and. taxestaxes.thesetaxesthese.", , ., these days ,

we fcnowknow{(now how difficult itt is to start a regularrellularregular savings plan ..

Your tax refund could be just what you ve beenbeenvaitingwaiting\vaitingvaiting'waiting'waiting-
for

\' ,

for tot start you on the road to financial independence . (

Rather than letting all thatthat"unexpectedthatunexpected"unexpectedunexpected" " money slipslip-

through
.

through your fingers ,. deposit your refund check in aa-

savings
ss-

savingssavings account with us and watch it grow withwit comcorn-corncom-corn-

pound
com-

pound
¬-

' '

pound interest .:.
\

\

tlie:lieOFOFf;W .

.
'

. FederalrrsaYi' SavingsSavings andandn LoanLoan.n'A.nAnA. ' AssociationAssociation-
i

Associationsoei.lion-soei.lionsoei.lion-
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ConsumerConsunler ' Alert WarnsWarns-
of

Warns-
ofof IncorrectInco rect Re-fuelingRefueling-

Attorney General Avrum M .

Gross has issued this consumerconsumer-
alert

consumer-
alertalert .concerningconcerning., a very serious'serious'serious-
problem

'serious-
problem

'

problem which has arisen withinwithin-
the

within-
thethe field , of0 f aviation , andand-
particularly

and-
particularlyparticularly by small plane users .

Gross reported that the FederalFederal-
Aviation

Federal-
AviationAviation AdministrationAdmimstration officialsofficials-

inin Alaska reportedreporte4 that .therethere.
havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen many instancesinstances ofofrefuelingre-rerefuelingre-fuelingrefuelingrefueling-
of

-- fueling
of aircraft with jet fuel instead ofof-

requested
of-

requestedrequested aviation gas .

Serious accidents have occurredoccurred-
because

occurred-
becausebecause of thistWs , he added . GrossGross-

said
Gross-

saidsaid that what was originallyoriginally-
considered

originally-
consideredconsidered tdto be an unusualunusual-
situation

unusual-
situationsituation and a Very"ee" unfortunateunfortunate-
mistake

unfortunate-
mistakemistake has proven to be actuallyactually-
aa continuing serious problemp ro lem .

In many cases , Gross statedstatedstated,, thethe-

re
the-

refuelingre-rerefuelingre-fuelingrefueling--- fueling with jet fuel may be duedue-

to
due-

toto the distributor of the fuelfuelnotnotnot-

clearing
not-

clearingclearing his jet fuel tanks properlyproperly-
oror of labelinglabeUng it in such a mannermanner-
that

manner-
thatthat unskilled workersworkes{ who areare-

refueling
are-

refuelingre-fuelingrefueling- airplanes cannot knowknow-

the
know-

thethe difference ,

Gross stated that most aviationaviation-
pilots

aviation-
pilotspilots cannot really know thethe-

difference
the-

differencedifference and that the FAA isis-

concerned
is-

concernedconcerned because there is veryvery-

little
very-

littlelittle way for' the average air planeplane-

pilot
plane-

pilotpilot to beb , .-
able

a-
ble., able to tell thethe-

difference
the-

differencedifference .

Usually , Gross stated , he reliesrelies-

upon
relies-

uponupon theUte servicing crew , and thisthis-

in
this-

inin many casesc es , especially inin-

remote
in-

remoteremote areas , could be a veryvery-

serious
very-

seriousserious mistake that can costcostaaa-

life
a-

life
--

a
a-

life .

Gross stated that FAA officialsofficials-

have
officials-

havehave stated that occasionallyoccasionally-
there

occasionally-
therethere has been improper markingmarking-
ofof trucks and other vehicles which

do the re-rerefuelingre-fuelingrefueling-- fueling so that , onceonce-

agai
once-

againagainagai , personnel can'tcant' alwaysalways-

determine
always-

determinedeterminedetermine the particular contentscontents-
inin the trucks .

Added to the problem , GrossGroSs-

stated
Gross-

statedstated , wasvias the fact that there hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen .aa,. a Seriouserious$ problem withwith-

contamination
with-

contaminationcontamination of fuel and also ofof-

frozen
of-

frozenfrozen water . ,

Gross stated that the FAA isis-

about
is-

aboutabout to do a fullfill .inspectioninspection., ofof-

the
of-

thethe area and that possibly byby-

alerting
by-

alertingalerting the publicpubHc , as is beingbeing-
done

being-
donedone now ,. and by their inspectinginspecting-
teams

inspecting-
teamsteams going out to individualindivjdualindividual-
airports

;indivjdualairportsairports throughouttluoughout the statestate , the-

problem
thethe-

problemproblem can be decreaseddeceased{ ..
.' However , Gross added , there isis-

no
is-

nono way to fully guaranteeg arantee resultsresult-
sunless

result-
sunlessunless airportarport operators andand-
suppliers

and-
supplierssuppliers of fuelfuelareare willing toto-

work
to-

workwork out the problem . This11s meansmeans-

that
means-

thatthat they do haveh ve to keep theirtheir-

trucks
their-

truckstrucks well manned and keep theirtheir-

equipment
their-

equipmentequipment in top shape includingincluding-
proper

including-
properproper labeling and color codingcodmg .

Gross stated that at the presentpresent-
time

present-
timetime there really are not anyanany-
official

)'official FAA rules onOJ'lOJl' the subjectsubject-
and

subject-
andand that therefore this alert waswas-
being

was-
beingbeing issued in order to get thethe-
kindkind of cooperative action fromfrom-

persons
from-

personspersons concerned without 'thethe', thethe-

need
the-

needneed of possible state legislativelegislative-

action
legislative-

actionaction .

Gross also stated that the FAAFAA-
was

FAA-
waswas putting out an Alaska FlyingHyingHying-
Newsletter

Flyin-
gNewsletterNewsletter which will veryvery-
carefully

very-
carefullycarefully document the problemsproblems-
and

problems-
andand that copies of it can bebe-

obtained
be-

obtainedobtained from the FederalFederal-

Aviation
Federal-

AviationAviation Administration , AlaskaAlask-
aRegion

Alask-
aRegionRegion , 632 6th6tb Avenue ,

Anchorage ,;' Alaska
99501..


