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Land .Use Commission Opposes CorridorCorri or Plans
ANCHORAGE - David S .

JackmanJacJcrnan , State Co-ChairmanCoChairmanCo-OtainnanOtainnan-- ofof-

the
of-

thethe Joint Federal-StateFederalStateFederal.StateFederalState-. Land UseUse-

Planni
Use-

PlanningPlanningPlannigPlannig Commission for Alaska ,
in a 19-page19page- letterletteX' to .SecretarySecretary.,S cretary ofof-

the
of-

thethe Interior RogersRo rs C.BCB. . Morton ,

stated the Commission'sCommissionsCommission'so-
ppOsition

Commission'so-
pposition

'
opposition to Bureau of LandLand-

Management
Land-

ManagementManagement plans for reservingreserVin-
gbroad

reservin-
gbroadbroad transportation corridorcorridor-
easements

corridor-
easementseasements acrossacrQSS Native lands .

Such corridors would be availableavailable-

for
available-

forfor use in the future for oil and gasgas-

pipelines
gas-

pipelinespipelines and , in some cases ,

highways and railroads...
Commenting upon a generalgeneral-

theme
general-

themetheme expressed in the letterletterfletterf-
Jackman

,

Jackman said :

"ThereThere" is no reason to believebelieve-

that
believe-

thatthat the reservation of thesethes-
ecorridors

thes-
ecorridorscorridors by the FederalFederal-
Govermnent

Federal-
GovernmentGovernmentGovermnent will in any way speedspeed-

the
speed-

thethe development of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
resources

Alaska's-
resources

'
resources . That will depend onon-

marketplace
on-

marketplacemarketplace forces and on otherother-
political

other-
politicalpolitical decisions .

"WhatWhat" the establishmentestablislunent ofof-

federal
of-

federalfederal transportation corridorscorridors-
woul

corridors-
wouldwouldwoult do is pre-emptpreempt-- the1Iie'the:' state'sstatesstate's-
role

state's-
role

'
role in major land planning andand-

transportation
and-

transportationtransportation decisions ."
The Commission'sCommissions' basicbasit;:

position is statedstatedatat the beginningbeginning-
ofof the letter :

"WeWe"
. do not believe that there isis-

sufficient
is-

sufficientsufficient information at thistls timetime-

re
time-

regardingregardingre rding the location of oil andand-

gas
and-

gasgas reserves{ eserves to justify
.

thethe-

reservation
the-

reservationreservation of specific corridorsC rridorsdors toto-

transport
to-

transporttransport these resourcesresourc , nor isis-

there
is-

therethere enough informationinf ationation-
presently

ation-
presentlypresently available upon which toto-

base
to-

basebase an adequate discussion of thethe-

social
the-

socialsocial , environmentalvironmentale andand-
economic

and-
economiceconomic consequences resultingresultin-
gfrom

resultin-
gfromfrom certain corridorcorridorr-
esev

corridorre-
servationsreservationsrese-vresev.- tions .n"n-

TakingTaking issue with the BLMBLM-

assertion
BLM-

assertionassertion that corridorscorridoJS should be

reservedreserVed,, JackmanJacJcrnan concludes thethe-
Commission

the-
CommissionCommission recommendations byby-
stating

by-
statingstating :

"OnOn" the other liandandd,, we believebelieve-
that

believe-
thatthat a decision againsta nst reservingreservin-
gcorridor

reservin-
gcorridorcorridor easementsease entseats wouldwould-
constitute

would-
constituteconstitute an affirmativea mnative choicechoice-
designed

choice-
designeddesignedprematurefoteclosureprematureforeclosureto prevei\tpreveitprevent\\ the premature
foreclosurefoteclosure of transportationtransportation-
options

transportation-
optionsoptions .

"SuchSuch" a choice would promotepromote-
the

promote-
thethe reasoned discussion ofof-

tran
of-

transportationtransportationtran sportatio needs andand-
alt

and-
alternativesalternativesalt natives; within the generalgenera-
lcontext

genera-
lcontextcontextcontext of land use planning,, andand-
would

and-
wouldwould be consistent with thethe-
principle

the-
principleprinciple that land use decisionsdecisions-
should

decisions-
shouldshould determinedetennine the placementplacement-
ofof transportation facultiesfacilities andand-

not
and-

notnot the reverse .

"DeadlinesDeadlines" for implementingimplementing-
thethe Settlement Act should notnot-
become

not-
becomebecome the excuse fortor makingmaking-
major

making-
majormajor transportation decisionsdecisions-

without
decisions-

withoutwithout adequate knowledgekn wledge ofof-

the
of-

thethe long-termlongterm--- costs and benefitsbenefits-
for

benefits-
forfor all Alaskans ."

According to Jackman a finalfmalfmal-

decision
final-

decisiondecision on corridor easementseasements-
should

easements-
shouldshould come from the InteriorInterior-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment within the next fewfew-

weeb
few-

weeksweeksweeb .


