ALASKA

Infectious diseases pose threat

by Holly F. Reimer
Tunddra Thirws ropacier ;

Infectious diseases which may go
undetected Tor monthy can be extreine-
ly serious in smmall, rural communities,
pceording to health cxperts at the 25th
annunl U.S  Public Health Service
Profescional Assocition’ s conflerence
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held in Anchorage recently

The international group ol morne
than 600 public health professimily
sithered at the Shemton Anchoruge
hulrl for the Tour-day conference ksl
week

The conferenee ulso wes attended by
the mution’s new surgeon genernl, Dr
Antonia Movello.  She is also

America’s Tirst  womian
geeral

Henlth fusues discussed were ones
which muay have an elffect on nearly
every person i the world some day
Dhseases such asn AIDS, HIV und

hepatitis were number one topics ol
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These are discases which can be ac-
guired and go undetected for months.
And they can be fatal to small rural
commumities thut are at high risk of
getting these diseases.

Dr. George Conway who works at
the Centers for Discase Control in
Atlunta, said many Alasks Natives and
American Indians who have the Ac-
quired Iumune Deficiency Syndrome
or Humen Ilmmunodeficiency Virus
{the virus that can cause AIDS), is
much greater than whit is actually be-
ing reported.

He said this is because race 15 not
reponed cormectly on many death cer-
tificates for Alagka Natives or
American Indians, He said many are
just secounted for us white.

“HIV 15 more severe in Indinns and
Alaska Natives. A lurge percent ol
ALDS cases are uncounted, ' Conway
sund

He smd becanse of the musoount
there w heleved 1o be a %1 percent in-
creane of  the HIV/AIDS  among
Arncncan Indinns and Alaska Nuotives
since 9B

Acvording 1o state ol Alaska
stnstics, as of DPec. 31, 1989, 33
Alishkans have testesd pesitive Tor HIV
Of thiwe, BO are conlinmed (o have
ALDS and 49 have died.

Alsir some  researchers huve
estimiated that 1K peaple per day in
the Linited States are becoming i
fected with HIV. On a worldwide
hosis, there are miore than 26 million
reported cases of HIV

And pocording 10 expens, this
number s o large miscount because
some countnes don't report HIV or
ALDS cases mt all,

Another topic of great importance
i Alasks Natives discussed ol the
vemference wis hepatins., 1ts repornted
that there wre 250 milkion  people
pround the world who are chronical
ly infedted wath the disease and i the
Limited States nearly MXL000 people
gel it each year,

Alaskas Natives are reported to be i
4 hagher risk than other minoties of
gettng the hepatitis A and B virus

It's reported that immgrants are
also an lngher risk than other groups.

Dy, Harold Margodis said the whole
system ol how fcﬂp'lr: wre  getting
hepatins needs o be re-examined aml
eaactly what macml groups are
hagher risk also needs to be looked
Then he said o new strategy for con
rroling it can be worked out.

Since 1982, Margolis said, Alnska
Natives have aequired the virgs 6-H
percent more than other groups

He said hepatitis o many villages
i Alaska has reached epidemic
Propurtions

Cther 1opics disoussed were treat
menl of various diseases, enviromnen:
tal health, whacco, injury control and
muny other health related 1ssues.

MNext year the public health conven
ton 1% scheduloed o be held in Atlania



