Soviet Native herders seek autonomy

by David Lewis and Miumil George
Bisp i Tuiisilea T higwes

cdibor x nowe: David Lewis gng
Mimu Creorge are affiftate professors
i anthropology at the Umversiey of
Adieska Southeast. fn August 1988, they
tok 41 Eskimoys from Crambel] in the
vohooner Cyrana o stay with therr
Soviet relutives at the Stherian Yupik
village of Novove Chapline.,

They returned 10 Chukotka in July
1989 with Roger Antoghame of
Cxeenbell 1o share the subsistenie and
cleliwrad activifies of Soviel Exkimos
und  Chukchis' for 1] months  in
vitlages, hunrng camps and fundra
VidFerrgay,

Now back in Alaska, they are
wirting o book and making an edutd-
tonad video

This is the secord in a three-part
vertes the pair has written for the Tun-
ir: Times on the life of reindeer
herders in the Soviet North,

This was our “‘holiday on the
furm, ™ the Neshkan Sovkhor — state
larm — 1o be precise. We had come
down o the wundra base and the Sth,
Ind and Ist Brigade yarangas for a
week 1o be introduced to reindeer
herding. Weather had kept us there six
woeks,

Fhe tevm ~ farm, " when apphed 10
a sovkhos is something of & misnomer.
This medism-sized one covers 2,4(0)
syuare rmiles ol unfenced and rosdless
tundrn, several huge lagoons tediming
with fish and an B0-mile streich of sea
cofisl whose waters together with the
gull are prolific in seal and walrus

I is & many sided enterprise, pastur-
g 16000 reindeer (10 percent
prvitely owned), 5,700 blue foxes, 17
minlk cows, N pigs (1,000 of which
are  privately owned), a  hunting
brigade with seven motor whaleboats
wind privately owned dog teams and
s moknles, o Nikhing collective, b
oy maoster carvers” workshop and
doskimesewmg collecnve that makes the
clothes so essenbml 1o herdsmen amd
huriers

Phe villuge of Neshkan — popula
on 700 — a5 SN percemt Chukeh,
with about 10 percent  gmagrant
specubists from other pans of the
Sowviet Llndon and o lew part-Eskimo
Larnilies

A poisdly proportion are employed
m the serikbos. perhaps 250 beng
e o fess Full-timse herdsmen on the
tundra. The sovkhoz Is o wonderiully
cthicient orgunuealion. Skilled people
wirk I:.H_J.l:l.hﬂ in democrtically
wrganiied brigades, and their efforts
bring inan income of several million

rubles.

The spng 15 oostrand jacket of restric-
tive regulations adoinistered by
Magadan and Moscow with o heavy
hand that hamstrings local initiative.
This 15 especially evident in the key
frelds of buying equipment und spares,
as well as prices and marketing, in
cluding trode with Alaska.

The absence of schools and culture
centers in the rundrm, forcing children
mto boarding schools far from their
parents, and distnct boundanes that
restowt fred maovement of deer are
among the mist burning issues. Re-
apering lorcibly closed diown villoges
on the sea coust s another

Phe kev tireverviinmg, of colrse, s
fior Chukehis and Exkunes to be able
1o clan therr owen alfanes, o process thid
hos gotten off woa rather shaky stan
atter local elections last March

All erght Neshkan reindeer brigades
wre housed i varangas. The widely
sealtered destotbunion of the fodder
thereabouts deniinds mobale dwellings
o be shifted with vhe herds. These
great pyrumidal lents, with vertical
side wl s o shoulder height, are open
al the apex o where the poles come
wgether and are mostly canvas
covered, The eighth brignde virangas

are an exception. 1heirs are mude ol
skin.

The main tent 5 unheated, Hoored
by spow in winter, and it 15 here that
all the cookimg s done. On one sule
of the tent. the sied dogs find shelier
in ithe worst weather, The inner rec-
tungular tenled room or paloe, which
can hecommaodate five adolis com
fortably., s made from some 20
reindeer skins amd is Moored with split
walnis hide over o laver ol tundra
prasses and fwigs,

Pl predfong 1s I by candies, amd iis
ondy heatng s o homemade kerosene
wivk Limp. Formerly the lamp was
fucted by seal il Bven an minus
ddegree weathey this remdirkable
dwelliog 15 warm dmd coes

Huow does this cotne about” The o
cupants” hody heat s reunned by the
wills amd rool, while thewr mins
hreath trapspities through the pores o
the remdeer skans o the outsiide. whernd
it Lrevees Faest thang every morming
it falls o the Tt of the woman of the
hoise 1o soundly beat the wce coysraly
from the outswde fue of the pofoy amd
the inssde ol the yaranga also

The same poneiple of beating ol
siiorw snd frogen moisture applics with
cqual Torce 1o the cire of skin

pirmignis. The needs ol natare are
catered for by chamber pots pliced
within reach outside the polfieg, with
i large blok of Tresh snow 1o cmpily
them g, o the morming. the bk
i carned oul o the wndra

“lust Dike anold-timwe Eskimo house

siovgquoet and warm!™" sad Roger
Antoghamie of Gambell

Fhe Chukchy are extremely clean.
dmil oo ope odcakion this might have
lesd tir i tragedy. Around [9H4 Lhere
wis lving io the Gth Hradage yarangas
ani o) wopmn who was abmiost Bl
as well as deal One wimner mornbng
when o blizeard wis rigang e sel ol
f enpty a chamber por well awan
trom the dwellimg

It it o U wesither . Shie wos Tkl
cld an dowble livers o lur clidlumyg
Cmner cormdnation su s b for onhe
msnde . outer laoyer with fur ondispe)
fur soc ks ol tur mokluks, o s
and fuar Pt

Hler sk accomplished . she rurmed
for hwope . bt coukd nd Tind it She
sety helpless and nobidy coukd Dimd
her. TUwis twar Jays bicloie Hhe storm
cased and revealad the yaranga oon T
ol The sndommitable worman reformicd
as 1 nothing had happenid — shill car
rving her chamber pao
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