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ATTLA AND FRIEND - George AttlaAUla , champion dog musher ,

hooks one of his dogs up for a practice run Atlla will enter thethe-
IOOOmile

the-

1,000mile1,000-mile1,0001000mileIOOO-mileIOOO, - IditarodIdltarod Trail race between Anchorage and Nome .

The dog is unidentified . Photo by JOYCE ZIMMERSCHIED

Mushing Champion George AmaAHlaAttla
Byy JOYCE ZIMMERSCHIEDZIMMERSCIIIEDZIMMERSCHIED-

lake

ZIMMERSCHIED-

lakelake1 ake the longest and richestflchestflchest-

run
richest-

runrun inIII the history of dog racingracll1gracll1g-
Add

racing-
AddAdd a man who has won soso-

mJny
so-

manymanymJny races that , when he recentrecent-recent-
ly

recent-
ly

¬-

ly moved to Fairbanks , he couldcould-

only
could-

onlyonly bringbrmg lastIdst winter'swinterswlIlter'swlIlters'' trophiestrophles ._

Mix well , and you have a combicombi-combi-

nation
combi-

nation

¬-

nation that'sthats' goinggOIl1 !( to be hardhard-

to
hard-

toto beat..

The race is the proposedproposed-
Idltarod

proposed-
IditarodIditarodIdltarod Trail competition ,
1,0001000, miles of hills , forests andand-

tundra
and-

tundratundra stretched out betweenbetween-
Anchorage

between-
AnchorageAnchorage and Nome . The manmanI-

S
man-

isis George AttlaAula , winnerwmner of threethree-
North

three-
NorthNorth AmericanAmencan and fourfou WorldWorld-

champIOnships
World-

championshipschampionships . And the rere-re¬-

sultssuits should be interestingII1terestmginteresting-
Attla

II1terestmg-

Attla
interesting-

AttlaAttla , who hasha raced professprofess-professI-

Onally
profess-

ionally
¬-

ionally sincesmce 1958 and for yearsyears-
before

years-
beforebefore that inIII his home village ofof-

lIuslla
of-

hiusliaHushalIusllahiuslia , is beingbe1l1g sponsored byby-

Bntlsh
by-

BritishBritishBntlsh Petroleum The comcom-com-

pany
com-

pany
¬-

pany is also chippingChlpplllg inm SIS$$1,0001000$1,000-
of

I ,000000,000-

of
, 000

of the planned $50,00050000$ , pursepurse-
The

purse-
TheThe rest of the money will comecome-

from
come-

fromfrom other donations and therethereI-

Sis a report that fP EC'sECsBC'sBCs'' WideWide-

Continued

Wide-

Continued

Wide-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



George Attla Enters Biggest Race in AlaskaAlasla{ . . .
( Continued from page 111)1)

World of Sports might be in111 forfor-

aa fat contributioncontnbution as well..

SponsoredSponsoredInin the past by thethe-

J

the-

JJ . CC.. Penney Co . , Attla apap-apap-

prodched
ap-

proached
¬-

proachedprodched BP thislIus year "beforebefore"before-
I

"
I got hungry .

" BP has twicetWice-

before
twice-

beforebefore sponsoredsponsoreda a runner in11111-

1dog

in-

dogdog races .

Laurie Gay , BP Alaska'sAlaskasAld.a"sAld \.a"s.as.a"sas\."' distdlstdist-dist-

rict

¬.-

rictnct managermandger anddnddndaandaa former dogdog-

musher
dog-

musherrnushermusher himselfhlll1selfhlll1selfsaidhimselfsaidsaid , "DogDog" racrac-rac-

mg
rac-

ing

¬-

ingmg is a part of the old AlaskaAlaska-

which
Alaska-

whichwhich we.ee. would like to see rere-rere-

tamed
re-

tained
¬-

tainedtamed . George Attla exempliexempli-exempli-
fies

exempli-
fies

¬-

fies the spiritSplflt and tenacity whichwhich-

has
which-

hashas always been associatedassociatedwithwithwith-

the
with-

thethe state . "
The race is scheduled forfor-

March
for-

MarchMarch 3 . While thisthl does notnot-

leave
not-

leaveleave Attla with a greatgredt deal ofof-

lime
of-

timetimelime , helie expressed confidenceconfidence-
Inin himselfIllmselfIllmselfandhimselfandand his dogs . Helie diddid-

say
did-

saysay that he hadi.morehadimorehad.ll1orehadll1orehad.morehadmore., . new dogsdogs-

tlus
dogs-

thisthistlus year , meaningmeanmg more trainingtramIngtramIng-
lime

training-
timetimelime is needed .

But helie went on to say ,

"WhenWhen" IIreallyreally tramtrain heavy in aa-

couple
a-

couplecouple of weeks , 1I should knowknow-

how
know-

howhow they'retheyre' going to actact.. II-

spend

I-

spendspendspendmoremore time with my dogsdogs-

than
dogs-

thanthan anybody else .
"

lle1Ielie, has been known to buy aa-

dog
a-

dogdog that no other musher wouldwould-

look
would-

looklook once at , let alone twice ,
and turn it intomto championshipchamplOnslllpchamplOnslllp-
mdtenal

championship-
materialmaterialmdtenal And helie knows each ofof1-

1lS

of-

hishis11lS 40 dogs as individuals . AllAll-

of
All-

ofof this adds up to a man whowho-

knows
who-

knowsknows his businessbusmess .

"II" 1 thinkthlllk a 16-dog16dog16.dog16dog-. team - aa-

completely
a-

completelycompletely different team thanthan-

my
than-

mymy mammaIn race teamlearn ," is whatwhat-

Attla
what-

AttlaAttla is talking ofofrunningrunningrunOing inH1 thethe-

Idltarod
the-

IditarodIditarodIdltarod . ."It'sIts" ' going to take aa-

dog
a-

dogdog team that just knowsk'nows' how toto-

poke
to-

pokepoke along ," he continuedcontl/JuedcontlJuedcontinued-
He

contlJued-
lie

continued-
lie /
Helie said that hisIus regular dogsdogs-

were
dogs-

werewere good for about 30 milesmiles-

but

miles-

butbut not muchmuchmoremore than thatthat-

because
that-

becausebecause "thethe" onlyonlywayway theythey-

know
they-

knowknow how to run is wide open .
"

The longest race he has runrun-

up

run-

upup until tin-tinthLtill-tilltintimetilltime- timetunc is hOhrlr,) miles .

But helie .nowsnows)<.knows at least part of thethe-

long
the-

longlong trail , unused for about 5050-

yedr

50-

yearsyearsyedr , through hisIlls experienceexpenenceexpenence-
as

experience-
asas a riverfiver pilot in111 the summersummer-
"The

summer-
"The"TheThe" only place 1I don'tdont' know isI-
Sbetween

is-

betweenbetween McGrath and AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age ," he said

HelieIle expressed the opinion thatthat-

"It'S
that-

"it's"it'sits" '' goinggomg to be more than whatwhat-

the

. hdthdt-

thethe average mushermustier expectsexpech " in11111-

1terms

in-

termsterms of trailtrailcondilionstrailconditionsconditionscondilions . AlAl-AlAl-

though
Al-

though
¬-

though men are alreadyalreddy clearingclednngclednng-
the

clearing-

thethe way for the racersraCl'rsraClrs' , AttljAttlaAAttla-

said

111.11111111.-

1said

.
saidsaidthat-thatthat.that-. anythinganythlllg could happenhappen-
toto foul thingsthmgs upup-

It
up-

I

up-

ItItI t is for thistl1lS reason that heliehe-

plans
lie-

plansplans to take along enough campcamp-camp-

IJg
camp-

ing

¬-

ingI/JgIJg/ gear andandsuppliessupplies to bstIJstlast fortortor-

two
for-

twotwo or three daysday .

The trailtrailISis set upupwithwith checkcheck-check-

pomts
check-

points
¬-

pointspomts andandrestrest stops along thethe-

way
the-

wayway , but "youyou" may not get to aa-

checkpoml
a-

checkpointcheckpointcheckpoml ," he saidslId; .

FirstFlfst place will havehJve to go toto-

whoeverwhoever.hoeverhoever. gets there fustfuss , helie addadd-addadd-

ed
¬.-

ed , sincesmce thistl1lS race will behe shortshort-

on
short-

onon speed but long on endurance .

The timetllne factorfaclor is somethingsomelhIngsomelhIng-
else

something-
elseelse to worry about EstimatesEstimates-
hdve

Estimates-
havedJYsfordaysforhavehdve ranged from 10 to 14 daysdJYs
for completion .

"IfIf" the conditions aredre justJust-
perfect

just-
perfectperfect , a person just might bebe-

able
be-

ableable to make it in 10 days ,"

said AttljAIIIJAuld . HelieIle wenwent I! on , "I'mIm"I'llIll""''11111-

1pldnnIng

)

planningpldnnIng to makenuke1d\.e1d.e1d.ee\. itII inm lessles thanthan-

two
than-

twotwo weeksweek because I planpldn to bebe-

bac
be-

hackbackbac\bachackbacfor\. for the North AmericanAmericdn ".
Thatfhdt racerdce isI set lorfor MarchMdrch 1-17117IS-I7ISI7ISI7i-
n

| S-7S7" - |

in1/11/ Fairbanksr.mban\.srmban.sr.mbanrmban.ss1-iii-banks1iiibanks- . - \. .

Much of the outcome dede-dede-

pends
de-

pends
¬-

pends on the strengthtrength, ol01of thethe-

Jogs
the-

dogsdogsJogs But equallyellually importantunportdnt isII-
Sthethe sled AttlaAuld isI workingworkll1g onun add-

specldllymJdd
a-

speciallymailspecially-nudespeciallynudespecldlly-mJddspecldllymJddspecially-mailmail-{specldllymJddone- * one , basicallybd'icallybdically' theIhethe-

samesameJme design as.ISIS. his ordinaryordll1 ry oneone-

but
one-

butbut longer anddnd heavier AndAndItitIt-
will

it-

willwill behe mademdde out of the bestbebest-

wood
t

wood.oodood. availableavailable-

The
available-

The
available-

TheThe only negative notenole heIleIle-

soundedsoundedoundedoundedwassoundedwaswas on the unfatmlar-unfatmlarunfdmildlunfamilar-unfamilarunfatmlar-
ity

unfamilar-
ity

-'
ity of the area to hisIus teamIcJI11learnIcJI1-
1"If

learn-

"if"IfIf"Ifd"ifa" ad dog knowsknow where.herehere. he'sheslie'slieshelie's-

going

'

goinggOll1g , he'llhell' get you there ., ButBuBut-

in

t

in111 thistillS casecae, , he won'twontwon't.now' know\.now.now\.

where"IIl'reIIlrew" here' lie'slieshe'sheshe '\' , going,-
1

going-
1gOlllg'tgOlllgtgot ng ,
,'" "' heIle saidsaid-

Joe

"IIIIIIsaid-

Joe

" .!

Joe ReddingtonReddmgton Sr ol01of KmkKnl\KnlKnikKnl-

head
\. ,

headheadofof the IditjrodIdltJrodIditarod Trail17 ralllntl'r-ralllntl'rralllntlrralllntl'r-
ndtlondl

rail InterInter-Inter-

natiunal
' ¬-

nationalndtlondlnatiunal ChampionshipCli.intpionshipCliintpionshiprhdll1J1lon. llIp RaceRace-

conHnlttee
Race-

committeecommitteeconHnlttee , is1\1\1aa movingmovlI1g forceforce-

belllnd
force-

behindbehindbelllnd the whole.llOlellOle. racer.llerllerate. HelieIle isI add-

hfetune
a-

lifetimelifetimehfetune mushermustierl11u her withI.lthIlth'. a.11. strongtrongstrong-

feeling
trong-

leeteelmgfeelinglee Illig lorfor theIhe sporlpmlsport anddnd thethe.-

Ired

the-

areajrea.IredIredarea. HelieIle hasha , saiddlJ thatthdt , althoughdlthoughdlthough-
the

although-
thethe tiailtlddtrail meansmedn, little loto peoplepelll1lepelll1le-
now

people-
nownow , old-tunersoldtunersold-tlmef\tlmefold-imamimamoldtlmefremember- \ remember when.henhenwhen-

u

. .hen-

Ititu was.dd. ' usedue, lorfurtor j.IIa. regular traveltrdveltrdvel-

route
travel-

routeroute
routeGeorge

George AttlaAttl.1Attl1. maymdY not qualityqUdllfyqUdllfy-

lor
quality-

forlorfor the titletJtlt' ol01of01"DldIlml'rof"oldtimer"- old-timer"-oldo-ldt-imer"- Dld-Ilml'r"-DldD-ldI- lml'rI-lmlr"- old-timer"-oldo-ldt-imer" - ' " yetyl'lyllyl'l-
But

yet-

lilt
'

Butlilt helie knows\. no . ' dogsdog , and.lIIdlIId. heliehe.-

110

lie-

knowsknows\.110.110\. . s dog racingdClIIgr It thistlm raceLicericeLice-
cumes

rice-
comescomescumes oiloffoffdoffasasd plannedpl.lnnepllnne. , liehIhe' couldcould-

well
could-

wellwell havehdve one more tmplt\tmplttrnpll\trnplltrophytmplttotrnpllto\\ toto-

add
to-

addadd toro hisIIIIlls> collectioncDJJerlHln


