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ATTORNEYSTTO'RNEYSTTORNEYSA

' '' FEES
,

RAISE BROWS
ClaimsOaims Layers AskingAsking-

X5.1$5.15.151X5.1X51$ . Million Additional
Alaska'sAlaskasAIJ\kAIJk\ ' NativeNJtlve Claims Act ,

passed lastlasl yearyeJr , set aJ $22S$ _million2million2 millIOn-

cellmg
million-

ceilingceilingcellmg on paymentspayment to thethe-

lawyers
the-

lawyerslawyers involvedmvolved . Or soo everyevery-every-

one
every-

one
¬-

one thought Butut nowno\\nonosome\ , some of0101-

the
of-

thethe lawyers are sayingsJymg therethere-

should
there-

shouldshould be no110 limit1111111 to how muchniuchmuch-

they
niuch-

theythey should get .

The difficulty coniescomes from aJJ-

snull
a-

smallsmallsnull hut controversialcontruverslJI sectionectlOnsection-
of

ectlOn-

ofof the Act , concerningconcerl1lng attorneysJttorney s '

and consultantsconsultJnts ' fees ItII sayssayJy "'. ,

apparentlyappJrently clearly enough , "TheThe"The-

amounts
"The-

amounts

"
amounts allowedJllowed torlorfor servicesservIces-
rendered

services-
renderedrenderedrenderedshallshall not exceedexceedininmm-

the
in-

thethe aggregate S202; millionmllllun , ofof-

whichwhich\ luch notnol more than $100,000100000100,000S$$100,000-
shall

100,000-
shall

,

shall be availableJvallJble forlor the paypJ\-pJpay-paypJ-

ment
pay-

ment
\ ¬-

ment ofofconsultantsconsultants ' fees "

However , Congress felt thatthJtthJtt-

IllS
that-

thisthistIllS amountJmount wouldwouldnotnot covercover-

the
cover-

thethe expensesexpense that some of01 thethe-

law

the-

lawlaw firmsflnns run up So it providedprovided-
aa means by whichwhlLh the court ofof-

claul1s

of-

claimsclaimsclaul1s commissionerCOnllntSsloncr couldcOllld dealdeal-

with
deal-

withwith cost overruns .

The CongressionalCongressJOnal lawIJW stalesstatesstates-

"If
states-

"If"IfIf" the approved claims exceedexceed-
the

exceed-
thethe aggregate amountsamount allowable ,

the chief commissioner shallshall-

authorize
shall-

authorizeauthorize payment of the claimsclaims-

onon a pro ralarata ( proportional )

basis "
So now the bills for the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement are comingcon11ng inm ,

andJnd the lawyers are askingJskmg forfor-

more
for-

moremore than the specifiedspecJfJed S25252-

million
S2-

millionmillion About S5$55$ 1I millionmillion-

more
million-

moremore And somesonic of them wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe quite willingwlllmg totu take asJ muchniuchmuch-

JS

niuch-

asasJS they could get..

"II" 1 believe they'retheyre' incorrectmcorrectmcorrect-
and

incorrect-
andand the court ofofclaimsclaimsclJlm willwill-

prove
will-

proveprove them so ,
" saidSJld JohnJohn-

Sackett
John-

SackettSackett , president of the TananaTTanana-
Chiefs

JnanaJnana-

ChiefsChiefs Conference The TCCT'CTCTCCIST'Cis(' is

one of the largestIJrgest of01 the 12I12-

corporationscorporationscorporatlo/HcorporatloH/ in1/11/ termsterm., olojof landIJnJIJnJ-

mJS

land-

massmassmJS
massTheThe commissioner'scommissionersCOnll111'Sloner\COnll111'SlonerCOnll111SlonerCOnll111'SlonerJlb' '\ jobJlbJlbIjobis) isIis-

defined
'

defineddel ned by the Act asJ weedingweeding-
outout invalidmval1dinvalidclaimsclaimsdJlm forI'mIm' feesteesfee andJnland-

expenses
!

expenses HeBelie mustmusl then deterdeler-delerdeter-deler-

mille
deter-

mine

¬-

minemille whatwhJt portionsportlOn\portlOnportlOnIt\ of( It thethe-

money
the-

moneymoneymoneyshouldshouldhould go to vlncht\ ' I\lchIlchIlch-

IJwvers
Ii\ chch-

lawyerslawyersIJwvers-
LachLJchLichLJchoneLichoneoneoneouldwould\\ouldould\ thenthcnthcn-

get
then-

getget hisIllS pieceplecc of the S2S million1111ll1onmullion1111ll1o-

npie

mullion-

piepit-pitpiepit-

But
pie-

But
pie-

But

-

But someome SeattleSCJttle lawyersIJ\\\crIJcrlawyersa-

ren't
\ \ '

aren'tarentJren ' , satisfiedsJtlslledsJtlslledIthwith\\IthIth\ the arrangearrange-arrloge-arrlogearrloge-
ment

arrange-
merit

, ¬-

mentmerit CitingCltlllg the "propro" ratarrata-

basis
JtJJtJ-

bJbasisbJ ls " wordingwordmg of the law , theythcythcy-

dall1l
they-

claimclaimdall1l , "ifif"itit" , I the( he awardaWJrd exceeds S-SS-

tmllion
OSS -_

tmllionmllhonmillion , the distributiondlstrIhutlOn isI toto-

be
to-

bebe made proportionatelyproportlUnJtely andJndJnd-

the
and-

thethe chiefchiefcommlSSloncrchiefcommissionercommissionercommlSSloncr clearlydearlvdearlvI-

S

clearly-

isis not limitedIInllted to the $2252$ millionmllhollmllholl-

withheld
million-

withheldwithheld . "

One suchuch isI FrederickFrede rick PaulPJIllP JIll ,

the SeattleSelttle, lawyer who workedworked-
with

worked-
withwith the ArcticArchc SlopeSiopc NativeNative-

Association
JtlveJtlve-

AssociatIonAssociation . Paul , a TlingitThngJtThngJt-

IndIan
Tlingit-

IndianIndian , is askingaskmg , along with hisIllSIllS-

law
his-

lawlaw firm , for S3$33$ 5S million inrnrn-

legal
in-

legallegal fees And they do notnot-

approve
not-

approveapprove of limitinghmltrng the lawyersJawyer '

paymentspJyments .

"InIn" fixingfixrng fees , many ,. manymJnymJny-
Items

many-

itemsitems go intomto whatwhJt is fair! Jar toto-

the
to-

thethe lawyers and lairfJlrfair to thethe-

client
the-

clientclient , " Paul saidSJld MondayMondJYMondJY-

mornrng
Monday-

morningmorningmornrng The factorsfJctors involvedar1Volvedar1Volved-

Jre
involved-

areareJre variedvJfled , asIS< helie pointedporntedporntedoutpointedoutoutout-

"In
out-

"In
out-

"In"InIn" our particularpJrtlcular situationsltUJtlon ,"
he continuedcontmuedcontmuede"wewe" \\ee\ haveh lve< to concon-con-

sider
con-

sider
¬-,'

sider who would be competitorscompetitorcompetitors-
for

'
for the land " ListingLlstmg the StateState-
of

tatetate-

ofof AlaskaAla "JJ" , the BLMLMJndBLMandLM andJnd thethe-

oiloil011 companies asJS three top concon-con-

tenders
con-

tenders
¬-

tenders , he saidSJld , "TheyThey" havehJvehJve-

unlunlted
have-

unlimitedunlimitedunlunltedunlunltedexpenseunlimitedexpenseexpense accountsaccunt() ,
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Claims Attorneys . . .
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they havehdve unlimitedunlil1l1ted contactscontdcts InIn-

my

In-

mymy particularpartlculdr situation , thethe-

the
the-

thethe Natives wanted to be paidp.lldplldp.lld-

out
paid-

out
.

out of the North Slope too100 Thelhelher-

eason
1 hehe-

reasonreason and the amount waswas-

was
was-

waswas because of the North SlopeSlope-

"When
Slope-

"When
Slope-

"When"WhenWhen" you considercon lder thethe-

result
the-

resultsresultsresult ,. we believe thatthdt 4040-

millionmillion(!lIllilJO acresacre and the betterhelter pjripJrtpartpJrt-

of
part-

ofofofaa billion dollarsdolldrs is ad subsub-sub-

stantial
uh-uhuh-

tantlal

¬-

stantialtantlal, amountamoullt AndAndourour teamtedll1tedll-

1contributed
team-

contributedcontributedcontributedsubstantiallysubstantiallyub tdntIJlly to thatthdtthdt-
I

that-

stoodI stoodtoodalonestoodalonetood alone luckhac\hacbackhac111backin\. in111 )9b69b61900!) % ( > anddllddlld-

Sdld

and-

saidsaidSdld the NativesNdtlvcs shouldhould be paidpaid-

m

paid-

ininm landIdnd and money .
""

Callingl'dllmgldllmg' the Claims SettlementSettlemenlSettlemenl-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct ,. "thethe" first timetune Native"JdtlveJdtlve"Jdtlve-

people
Native-

people
:"

people havehdve been treatedtredted halt-halthalf-halfhalt-

way
halt-

way
half-

way

-

way decentlydecenlly ," Paul listedlI ted theIheIhe-

policy
the-

policypolicy his firm developeddevelopeddSdevelopedasasdS aa-

IIwd
a-

thirdthirdIIwd factor inm determmgdeternung feesfees-

The
fees-

The
fees-

TheThe policy includedlI1c1udedlI1c1udedHchincludedsuchsuch\HchHchsuch-

items
\Hch-

ItcmsitemsItcms as wantingwantll1g payment bebe-bebe-

cause
be-

cause
¬-

cause the Natives hadhadaa legallegal-

nght
legal-

rightrightnght to it , not becausebecame theythey-

were
they-

werewere poor , and the team'steamsteam '\ rere-rere-

fusdl

re-

fusal
¬-

fusalfusdl to compormisecompormle on anyany-any-

thing

¬.-

thingtlung they reallyreallywreallyllIedreallywantedwwanted;nted\llIedllIed>\ . TheThe-

cxperlbe
The-

expertiseexpertisecxperlbe needed lortorfor suchsuchdsuchada lohsohloh-

was
soh-

was
| oh

was another factorfdCtor , as.ISIS.ISV.I. was\V.IV.I\ . thethcthc-

tune
the-

timetunetime InvolvedInvolved-

"My
involved-

"My"MyMy" legallegdl learnledll1team hashd overover-

IS15,00015000IS ,000 hourshouf\houfhoufInvc\ investedInvcinvestedandte anddnd wewe-

hd

we-

havehavehd eelotnot/lotlot/ beenheell paidpdld a.II. penny ,.

helie said.lIdlId. "WhenWhen" you dividedivide-

seven
divide-

sevenseven or eight yearsyedl ' intoIIlto thatthJtthJt.l-

I1d

that-

kindkind\.lI1d.lI1d\. ofofmoneymoney , you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e' notnot-

tal"lng
not-

talkingtalkingtal"lngtallng" about a great annualdnnudldnnudl-

compensallOn

annual-

compensationcompensationcompensallOncompensallOnIe" He/IeIeIle/ citedclledclledolhercitedotherotherolherolher-
Indian

other-
IndianIndian claimscldllm , billsbilbhillsbilbwherewhere the

lawyersId.yersIdyers. aredie paidPdld 10IU perpt.rptrp . centlentmerit olofof-

the
of-

thethe recovery
"WhenWhen
recovery"Whenrecovery"Whe
"WheWhe" n you) ou considerCIHl\lderCIHllder\ theIthe-

recovery
hehe-

recoverrecoveryrecover ) we.ee. luveIIJHhave' hadhdd here , therhe
S2$22$ millionmllllol1 grossgro limitation11I11It.ltlon11I11Itltlonimitation. olutofof-

statutes
'-

nut
n-

ut'
statutestdtute , is1\1\1'n-

ut

not lairt.urturfair. totu thetiletile-

Id.yers
the-

lawyerslawyersId.yersIdyers. ,.
" helie concludedcondudedconcluded-

Some
conduded-

Some
concluded-

SomeSome AlaskansAI.I.dl1AI.IAII. \.dl1.dl1\. havehJve ad ditter-ditterdlfler-dlflerdiffer-differ-ditter-
ent

dlfler-

ent
differ-

ent

-

ent view ol01of the mailerm.lltermlltermatter. JoeJoe-

'lIpll
Joe-

Upic"UpitksounUpitksoun'lIplllIpllUpic"' : , ouncanal ,. tomierformer dnectordllellurdncctor oluloful-

the
of-

thethe ArcticArcllC Slope NativeN.ltlveNltlve. AssociAWlcl-AWlclAssoci-AWlcl-

dtlon
Associ-

ation

¬-

ationdtlon , said'diddid' "WeWe" havehJvI' thethl' SectionSection-
we

ectlonectlon-
ewe\ee\', anddnd the planspldm thatth.ltthlt. ourou-

rIder
our-

lawyerslawyersIder. } havehJ\ehJebass-bassbasssubmitted\ - submittedubmltted to thethe-

court

! hehe-

courtcourt olotofofsllrinsclaimsd.1ll1bd1ll1bsllrins., and1d.! we haveIId\eIIde\ add-

LOll1mltteecommitteeLOll1mlttee.0mmittee0mmittee(. reviewingrevlc.lI1grevlclI1g. therhe claimsLIJu11\LIJu11LIJu11-

now
claims-

now \now beingbembeingsubmittedsubmitteduhmltted, AsA , lai1.11111tai. as.11as-

I

. '
I canCdnCarl saySdY , we- 'dwe- d.eewe- 'dwe- d. .e1\11'\ havehdve totutu-

throughly
it )

throughly look100\.11100.11100.1111lookat\. at. what.hdthdt. ouruuruur-

Idwyer
our-

lawyerslawyersIdwyer havehaveubnllttedsubmitted\ubnllttedubnllttedsuhniitted\ " beforebelbefore-

deciding
oreore-

decldmgdecidingdecldmgdecidingwhatwhat.hathat. they thinkIllIn\IllInIllInISthinkis\. is lairIdlrfairlair-

And
Idlr-

And
fair-

AndAnd SenSrnSell ledI cd Stevenstevem alsodloalsoidlo-
SJld

also-

isaid

,
saidSJld the courtscourh would. uuld have toto-

settlesettlelIle theIhetile problemprohlcn) ButBul lieheIlehe-

added
Ile-

addedadded thattrut someol11e legislatorslegl\ldIlHleglldIlH\ ' who.110110who-

had

. .11-

0hddhadhdd workedwor\.cdwor.cdwor.cdcd\. with.llhllh. theIhe land1.lud1lud. claimscI.lIll1\cI.lIll1cI.lIll1-

bill
claims-

hill
. \billhill tcelleclfeelleclItfeelitit unfairunt.llruntllruntair. lortorfor "bigbig"hlghlg"bigsit" ulyLitsit }%

lawyersIdwyer,"" who. ho haveh.lvehlve. only entered1'lItered1lItered1'lItered-

Ihe
entered-

the
'

theIhe tightIlghl at.IIIIa1. the laslIJIlast, , nnmitenlllllJllminute ' to1010-

get
to-

getget the samedll1e leestl'n.1\tln.1tl'n.1tln1tl'n.11.I.yef' as.\ lawyers1.I.yef1I.yef1Iyeflawyens. . ' whoII10olioIIolio-

have
\101010-

hdve
\

havehdve beenheen in111ill on it fromlrom thethe-

start
' "ll" 'starttdrt

startSenstartSell
SenSell<;en Stevenstl'Vl'IItlVlII'' ' said.IldIld. thatth.IIthIIdial. heIle and.ulliulliand-

others
..ull-

iulhl'rothersulhl'rulhlr' hadl.IdlId!. triedtfled , and.J/IJ.JIJ.JJIJ..JIJ1lIled/ tailed1lIled, ,. lo1010-

gel
it )

gelget the lawI.lWIlW. phrasedpllrJ\l'dpllrJl'dldpllrJl'd'uphrasedso\' so'uu' thatth.11th11th.1-

1long

that-

longterm
.

long-termlongtermlong -. term attorneysattomess.11. t tUrl1l\tUrl1ltUrl1lmild' \ ' would. mild havehdvehdve-

pfllHlly

have-

priorityprioritypfllHllypfllHllyoverpriorityoverover thosethme who.110110. justJust-
recently

just-

recentlyrecently gotgut involvedII1volve HutBut now110 . .,

as he sjidsail' .lIdlId. , it'sitsIt\ItItup'\ up to iliethethe-

cou
the-

courtscourtscou rt ,


