Page 8 Tundra Tllncs, Wednesday, January 10, 1973

Clarence Berry One of First to Strike It Rich at Klondike

FAIRBANKS Clarence J.
Berry was one of the first to
strike it rich in the Klondike
at the end of the last century,
and he held on to his fortune,
enlarged it through wise invest-
ment, and lived comfortably for
the rest of his days. At his
untimely death in 1930 he left
an estate that was to benefit a

multitude of family heirs for
many generations.
Now, in his memory, the

Berry Holding Company,  the
company which fis death cre-
ated and which s still made up
of family members, has pledged
$25.000 to establish a gold dis-
play room ii the University of
Alaska’s museum here. An it
il payment ol $10,000, which
will pernut planning and con-
struction of the “Gold Room,”
has been received.

In addition, the company will
offer in Berry's memory three
$1,000 scholarships to students
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in the university’s College of
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Colonel Sanders’ secret recipe of 11
herbs and spices makes his chicken
“finger lickin' good."” Get it by the box,
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dustry beginning with the 1973-
74 academic year. In the cur-
rent year, in lieu of the scholar-
ships,. the company has given
$3,000 to the college. 1t is an
unrestricted gift, to be used as
the college desires.

Earl Beistline, dean ot the
college and provost of the uni-
versity's Northern Region, is
working closely with the com-
pany to help carry out its wish-
esy'

Berry, a strong, hroad-should-
ered man, had been a fruit farm-
er in Selma, Calitornia. The de-
pressions of the 1890's fore-
closed all opportunity tor him
there and m 1894 he decided 10
lrv his Tuck prospecting in Alas-

\\onl of the Klondike dis-
covery n 1897 reached him at
Fortymile where, penniless, he
was tending bar for saloonkeep-
er Bill McPhee to support him-
self and his young wife Ethel,
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whom he had hmughl north
with him after a return trip to
California.

With a grubstake from Mec-
Phee, Berry headed for the Klon-
dike, staked a claim on Bonanza
Creek, and within a year was
wealthy man.

In hl\ book. “The Klondike
Fever,” Pierre Berton wiote of
Berry: “He was sober, honest,
hard-working, ambitious,  and
home-loving, and he stayed that
way.  Of all the original {oca-
tors on Bonanza and Eldorado
(creeks) there s scarcely  one
other to whom these statements
apply .

Back at Fortymule after hav-
g staked his Klondike clnm,
Berry encountered  Antone
Stander who had also staked 2
claim i the Klondike and now,
destitute, was trying to tind
friecnd to help hum obtan pro-
vistons so he could begin mining
operations, Berton recounted.
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Berry became that friend and
Stander,  out of  gratitude,
“traded  Berry hall of his
Eldorado property for half of a
clnm that Berry had staked on
Upper Bonanza.” Berton wrote
“With this sunple gesture Berry
lnd the  foundations for one
ot the largest personal fortunes
to come out of the Klondike.™

To work their claims atter
winter had set . the miners
of that time would build fices
to thaw the frozen ground

In her ghesis for a mining
engineering . degree from the
Umversity ot Aliska, entitled

The Evolution of Placer Mining
Methods e Aliska, Genevieve
\. Parker credis Beny wath o
patt e the development ot
steam pomts, iplements tor
njecting stean into the ground

Steam proved far o more
ctticient than fue for thawimng
One of Berry's st steam points
was a nfle barrel secured 1o the
end of asteam hose

From the Klondike  Beny
went on te the Fanbanks area
where he carried on successtul
mmmg  operations on Ester
Creek bor many yvears the
post ofhice at Ester was known
as the Berry Post Office Later
he nuned on Fagle, Mammoth
and Mastodon crecks i the
Circle miming district

Wrote Berton: “Berry took
a milhion and a halt dolaes from
his claims on Eldorado. Then
he and his brothers moved on
to Fairbanks where they struck
it nch a second time on Ester
Creek They returned  to
Cahtorna, secured ol property
near  Bakerstield,  and made
another enormous fortune.”

Berry was known as apen
erous man. - Berton told ot hiy
placimg i front of his Klondike
cabin a coal-oil can tull ot gold
and @ bottle of whisky besde nt
and a signabove them wath the
terse message: CHelp Yourselt”

And, recounted  Berton,
“Berny never forgot tus ongrmiad
henetacton, Bl McPhee,  the
saloonkeeper fn 1906 M-
Phee's saloon at Farbanks was

destroyed by tie and the aging
barkeeper fost every thing
Berry  wired ham trom San

Francisco to diaw on han for alf
the money necessary to et hack

into busimess agam In s
dechnmg vears MePhee hived on
a pension trom Bernv who died

ol appendicitis e San b rancsco
in 1930

Now the Uoversin o Alaska
museum statt under the direg
ton o Lo )0 Rowinsky s he
annmmg o b\‘»k"l)!“\‘ the Hems
that  will mto the “Gold
Room™ and make plans tor the
acquisition ot yold specimens

A bronze plaque waith the
likeness of Beny e rehet by
Sculptor Spera Anagvion ol
San Francsco waill be com
misstoned  sepapately by Berny
Holdig Company and mounted
at the room entrance

A vault-type display case will
house gold o all s tomn
nuggets, dust, and Likely
worked  pold Ihere wall be
displays of artitacts trome the
sold rush period ncludimg some
of Berny s steam pomts and
collection of ponts donated by
Misc James Barrack Rowinsks
estimates  the will be
completed i Late spring

“Not only

iy

ore,

some

oo

does the gold
exhibit project, supported by
the €. J. Berry Holdmg Com-
pany. allow us 1o call attention
o the acluevenients ot an -
dividual but 11 also provides us
with an opportunity to exhibit
some of the mierestmg and
valuable matenal  from  the
museum ~collections that could
not be shown before,” said the
muscum director.

“The results of Berry's good
fortune are now  being made
available to the public and the

(Continued on page 10)



