Fishermen hope to continue JVs

by Steve Plikington

fow the Tumdbra T

Alaskan and other American
fishermen are looking for a way to
continue joint venture fisheries with
foreign processors in the Bering Sea,
even though the government's lcmg.;
lerm policy is o phase o suc
operations.

The future of twenly joint vgnlures
hangs in the balance while Congress
debates lnrroptm] to allow a limited
number of foreign vessels 1o operate
under the American flag.

The proposal 10 “‘reflug’’ the
OVErseas woild allow
American o continue to sell
botiomfish directly to the .
:Jﬂﬁ h .lAmlHEI“ L ﬂr

“I'm 'jilhnhlhu ™ ven-
tare “lready,"” Trefon
A South MNaknek, vice-

. e
ccutive Officer of Great Pacific
M.Gﬂhﬂ.hﬂdhﬂ!—
chorage, runs one of 28 vessels involy-
the industry began in 1976, when Con-

gress passed the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
::Iun:ununly known as the 200-mile
bl

The emphasis began to be placed on
getting American vessels into the
g:lﬂﬂ[il"}" lucrative botttomfish

siness.

However, overseas vessels have
continued to play & major role in the
fisheries over the years, although their
role has been carefully led by

the North Pucific Fishery Mmlgm:nl
[.'mlr:tll. which limits the foreign
calch.

The allocations for overseas vessels

problem.

Proponents of the move, such as
Trefon Angasan, say it is too early 1o
phase out the joint ventures,

After originally supporting & more
ralp'u:l phase-out, Rep. Don Young of
Alaska has now Congress 1o
allow limited reflagging.

The plan is lor a five year extension
of joint ventures in r 1o give the
domestic fisheries time 1o prepare pro-
cessing ships 10 handle the curremt
joint venture load.

If Young's amendment passes, it
wolld create n ‘window® for a small
number of foreign boats.

Opponents of the reflagging
measure see the five year as
.‘I.



