Alaska Native groups travel
to perform in Washington

Interior und Southeast Native groups
are holding a senes of cultural celebny-
tions and performances this week in
Washington D.C,

The celebration will include dance,
music, traditional foods and words of
wisdom from elders. The event s
sponsored by Tanana Chiefs Con-
ference, the Alaska Native Coalition
and the Aluska Federation of Natives

The enterminment includes the
Chilkat Dancers and those from Silka
representing the Thngit Indhan com-
munity, aldn  dancers from
Hydaburg: Athabaskan fiddlers Trim-
ble Qilbert and Herbie Vemt; and
speakers from Denakkanaagn, and In-

terior elders group.

Mitch Demientiefi, nowly elected
presdient of TCC, sald the event has
been put together to share Alaska
Native culiure and herilage with peo-
phes in the nation’s capltol. DemientielT
siid he had hoped to have an Eskimo
dance group or two on hand as well,
but none was able 1o raise money for
the inp.

The celebration began with a
celebration with the National Congress
of Amenican Indinns, and will include
two shows on the lawn of the Capitol

Building and another in o Senate hear-
INg 1O,
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