Action is needed to ensure village survival

by Puul Swetzof
foon the Tumdra Tlenes

Alnska's MNative people are a diverse
group of nahions,

With few exceptions, the deep con
germs which are common to all of us
are (e retention of bur fnlﬂr base, our
respective cultures, and the preserva-
ton of our subsistence rights

These common concems werne nusde
clear by the testimony which was
wesented o the Berger Commission

y Alaska Natives from every region
of Alaska and which 15 avatlable for
everyone W read in the book entitled
Villuge Journey.

While we all know what we want,
ancl st have, many villages are con-
fused as 1o just how to keep their ex
istence intact.

The first step in the process ol assur-
ing our survival is action, There is ro
way that the federal or state courts, our
adversanes, our friends, or anyone
else, is going to take the struggle for
our survival seriously il Native
villages don’tact in their own interest.

In order to be free, to be soversign,
you must have your own institutions
in place, and operating. This
demonstrates that you have assumed
control over your environment,

I believe that every Nuative village
should consider taking the following

uctiony in order 1o be in 0 more ud-
vantageous position (o defend the right
i continue to exist and to help assure
that your Native village will remamn
**Native, "'

ol you courrently have s Fedeally
recoghized IRA government, make
certam that you
working council in place, If you don’t
hive an acuve council then set an elec-
tion date and vote in vour council
members.

*If you don't have o ftederally
recogmzed IRA i place, then apply
tw the Bureau of Indhan Affairs for
recognition. This will likely be i slow
and frustruting process, which is why
the application and supporting
documents should be submitted ay
soon us 15 feasile, (You may obtain
help in this process by confacting
Mative advocacy agencies such as
Native American Rights Fund
(NARF), Alaska Legal Services Cor-
poration, and in some regions, your
regional non-profils,)

*Have your councils (even if not yel
recognized) put into place village or-
dinances, mechanisms, and boards,
which are designed to maintain and cx-
pand control over Native village al-
fmirs. | suggest that, at & minimom,

village councils sel up the nescssary
&m to define und enforce the
following:

ve # functional’:

While we all know what we want,
many villages are confused as to just
how to keep their existence intact.

——

Villuge boundaries. Deline you
villuges juriscictional lands (villoge
ANCSA lands, eic.) These are the
lnds which your villnge 1s asserting
its control over

— Membership, Define who can be
u member of the village. In some
villages this s especially crucial s
they are in danger of absorhing so
many non-Natives that these people
could end up in the majority, which
would effectively mean the loss of the
resident culture.

~ Indian Child Wellure Act (ICWA).
It is imperative that villuges tnke ad-
vantage of this federal act in order to
insure that our children who are or-
phaned, deserted, elc., are not lost Lo
us, but instead able to carry on their
heritage.

—  Education. An educational or-
dinance i3 ofien needed in order 0
make certmin that the curriculuwm in-
our village' schools includes the

'l aillia

teaching of our languages, skills, and
cultare. This helps w vind an educa-
tomal program, based in our villages,
which acts o deprive our children ol
their heritage

— {Mher ordinances which act 1o m-
sure that the survival and will of the
villnge 15 Kept intact. These include or
dinances and resolutions definmg and
comtrolling trespass, liquor and drug
abuse, contracting authority (93-638,
el ), subsistence hunting and Nishing,
and the list goes on.

Whatever you do, make shre you do
stmething,

It may not be wise to spend oo
much time and energy challenging
others. Let’s assert our rights s a peo-

le. Let others challenge us after we
ﬁnwz something in place o be
challenged. The longer a village has
asserted its rights the more likely it 1s
that that village will retain ils rights
to exist as n Native village.




