
bill to protect herring fishery
will meet legal challenges

A bill designed to clear up poten-
tial legal problems with the so called

1.1 superexclusivesuper exclusive fisheries inin western
alaska was signed into law last week
by gov steve cowper

the bill spearheadedspearheaded inin the state
senate by sen johne binkley R
bethel was designed to protect resi
dent commercial fishermen who work
the annual herring fisheries near
goodnewsgoodnessGood news bay cape roamnzof
nunivak island nelson island and
norton sound

the law which took effect im-
mediately

im-
mediately on the governors signature
clarifies and defines the board of
fisheries authority to set up the
superexclusivesuperexclusive zones state attorneys
say the new law will fend off legal
challenges by fishermen seeking to
open up the areas to nonresidentnon resident
fishermen

the fisheriesboardfisheries board has set up
superexclusivesuperexclusive areas for herring
salmon crab and shellfish fisheries

around the state for the last four years
they are designed to help local
fishermen with few other commercial
opportunities to make the most of a
given fishery

the herring fisheries inin western
alaska have been the focus of the
special areas however because larger
vessels follow the runs northward as
the season progresses limiting the
potential harvest for locally based
boats the new bill gives the board the
authority to limit the number of
districts in which a permit holder could
fish in a given year

the clarification was needed
because the nome district court last
year ruled that the board did not have
the proper authority

A challenge to the superekduyvesuperexclusve
fiherringetring Ashfisherieschew iiis 4111 feridiendingnj inin
sitkasitu superior court but slatestate lawyers
have said this new law should answer
any questions the court might raise


