v KE ot
s

- 4:1
R -THN

PHOTO BY ROB STAPLETON

Chuna Hclntyre talks with Massachusetts Senator Ted Kennedy at a recent reception for Alaskan artists held at the

Senate Office Building in Washington D.C. More than 100 Alaskan artists exhibited their works. McIntyre, a well-
known Yup'ik dancer and paint artist was one of three Alaska Natives.

Senate approves Edgecumbe repair money

By Ceceile Kay Richter
Tundra Times

True to his word, Alaska
U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens plugged
$31.35 million into a current
year federal supplemental ap-
propriations bill for the up-
grade and repair of Mount
Edgecumbe Boarding School
and 20 day schools still operat-
ed in Alaska by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs.

The bill, which has already
passed the House of Represen-
tatives without the BIA funds
was reported from the Senate
appropriations committee last
Thursday. It will be consid-
ered by the full Senate some-
time after June 6 when the

Senate returns from a 10-day
recess.

In the Senate version of the’

bill, the langwage is flexible
enough so that BIA could con-
ceivably run Mount Edge-
cumbe for the 1983-84 school
year out of the $22 million
for its rehabilitation, Stevens'
press secretary Pam Rubinstein
said from Washington D.C.

However, she said that the
bill could pass the House with
the added funds but the House
might not approve it,

The final resolution prob-
ably won't be known until
late in June,

The present appropriations
law bars BIA from spending
any money to continue aca-
demic and residential programs
at the high school after June
30 of this year.

Glenn Robertson, BIA public
information’ officer in Juneau,
said that “While the supple-
mental has passed the Senate
Appropriations  Committee,
until it bécomes effective law
there isn't much we can do
except to keep marching on
the orders we already have to
close the school.”

Gov. Bill Sheffield said “This
initial step in the Senate takes
us measurably closer to resolu-
tion of the question of contin-
uation of Mount Edgecumbe.
Coupled with a complete re-
view of our educational op-
tions at the high school, and
a more thorough review of the
balance of our rural educa-
tional effort, I am confident
that we can develop sound in-

novative uses for Mount Edge-
cumbe.”

Sheffield said State Commis-
gsioner of Education Harold
Raynalds Jr., has plans to be-
gin working with architectural
firms and program specialists
to evaluate state options in the
immediate future but that
state use is not foreseen be-
fore 1984 or later.

BIA Juneau Area Director
Jake Lestenkof said on Friday
that he felt it would be almost
impossible for the BIA to run
an educational program at the
site next year while the state
is conducting the renovation of

-the facilities.

Lestenkof said 1t would be
more prudent to close it for
(Continued on Page Six)
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