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gasoline. ed. Team staff.
come so this average fuel savings of 15% outside  visi
had to be flown in. The run-  each year, according to RurAL dents spend
way is short so the gas comes CAP's study of a project done talking
on a small Cessna 207. The in Nome. But much more their energy
cost: $4 per gallon could be done. “Although wea- ideas abou
- Residents have little choice therization will lots of from the
_fo pay the high price. fuel and money, all of the their
They need gasoline for getting homes need far energy- the ones they think are best.
wood to heat their homes and  saving work than the money- . 2
for putting food on their wunder this program ean pay s . _ In the villages of the south-
tables. for,” said Conrad Zipperian, \ At Nunam Kitlutsisti, Mary  west coast, the meetings Were
In Chefornak, a Yu'pik vil-  Energy Conservation Coordina-  transportation costs for gaso- Jim is organizing a meeting conducted in Yu'pik, with bi-
lage on the southwest coast of tor for RurAL CAP. line. For , the Team of the United Villages of Nel-  lingual leaders writi
Alaska, the closest living tree Allakaket and Chalkyitsik is helping the village coor- son Island, which includes all m';mup'lﬂmin
bigger than a scrub willow is are waiting to hear about  dinate fuel orders with a new four of the project’s villages  English for the Energy Team.
more than 100 miles away. getting into the federal wea-  barge company that is offer- in the Calista region. The meet-
Many residents use 2 or 3 therization program. Mean-  ing lower prices ing will be a chance to talk The goal of the meeting is
drums of oil a month to heat while, the project is ready to “We're also helping villages about ways the villages can 1o let people know there are
their homes (at a cost of over do energy audits for every make sure they have enough  work together to solve energy  (hings that they and their vil-
“'$2" pet gallon).” 'When “the resident and to help each of  bulk storage for the fuel they problems that all of them |age can do about their high
temperature drops near zero them get a $300 state grant  need,” said Fred Shelton, share. enetgy costs. “After the meet-
and the wind comes howling for energy-saving things like in-  RurAL CAP’s Fuel Manage- Unlike most outside visitors  jng “almost all of the people
off the Bering Sea, the houses  sulation, storm windows, and  ment Coordinator. “Buying to a village, the Energy Team  yho came say that they are
are difficult to keep warm and  caluking and weatherstripping. fuel in bulk (instead of drums)  staff spends a lot of time in  willing 10 help their village
families often must M near ﬂh‘ﬂwhﬂ-ﬂlﬂ the and ”“h" a full year's sup- the village, llﬂ'.h‘l' to as many wark on energy problems,”
the stove. State Division of Energy to let  ply by barge are the keys residents as possible, not just  gid Zencey.
Hunting and fishing for food the Energy Team coordinate  to keeping fuel prices low.” village leaders.
may take over 10 drums of the program in their villages, The project is also helping “After the first day, people That's when the hard work
gasoline each year, at @ cost but the Division hasn't done  several villages look at wind  start asking us whether we're  starts. The Energy Team staff
of over §2.25 per gallon. And  anything yet. “We hope the Di-  machines and selling waste heat  leaving on the next plane. gets information on things
electricity is $.55 per KWH Mﬂh%ﬂd from  their electric generators They are surprised that we stay the village is interested in.
for the first 90 KWH each ~ ] ) o
month
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for oil, , and elec-
Ry s ko front

falling, but energy costs in rur-
al Alaskan villages are still
too high — among the highest
in the nation. RurAL CAP,
Tanana Chiefs Conference, and
Nunam Kitlutsisti have begun
a state-funded project to help
eight villages do something
about their high energy costs —
‘either by finding lower-priced
energy supplies or by saving
energy to save money.

“The greatest drain on the
village families’ cash income is
energy,” said George Irvin,




