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FIRST UMNAK ROUND-UPROUNDUP--- - Aleuts from St . George and StSt.. PPiulPsulul blandJsIaDdsIslands* accomplished the firstflt successfulsuccessfu-

lroundup

successfu-

lrounduproundup of reindeer on tfmnakUmnakilmnak Island , in the Fox IslandIslands* of the Aleutian ChainChainIast, last weekend . TheyTheywerewere asas-

sisted

as-

sisted

as-as¬-

sisted in the effort by NANA Regional Corporation Director Raymond Lee , of BuckBucklandland , and by a turboJet-

powered

turbojet-

powered
turbojet-

powered

turbojet-turbojet-
powered helicopterhelJcopter . Gilbert Kashevarof , St. George Tanaq DirectorD1mtor: , right ,, tags a young bull ,, assisted by ranch-

er

ranch-

er
ranchranch-¬-

er Stan Taggares of YakimaYakima
,, Washington . For more photographs and the story , see the current SpringSpnng SpecialSpecial-

Issue

Specia-

lhsu40ftheIssuehsu40ftheof the TTundrandra TimesTunesTimesTundraTunesTundra., --TundraTundra TimesTunes Photograph by T . Richards . Jr

. I )
Opposition mounts to Bering Sea OCSOCSsalesale

"
The Tanadgusix Corporation , Native villagevillage-

corporation
village-

corporationcorporation foifOtfor St Paul in the Pribilof Islands ,.
has asked thatthal OCS oil and gas lease sales forfor-
tracts

for-
tractstracts in the BeringHering Sea be indefinitely post-
poned

post-
poned

postpost-¬-
poned .

The St . Paul position is similar to that of

The Aleut Corporation , which has asked thatthat-
no

that-
nono Bering Sea OCS sales be held , and the-
Association

the-
Association

the
Association of Village Council PresidentsPresidents-
A

Presidents-
AVCP(AAVCPVCP ) regional Yupik organization ,. whichwhich-

seeks
which-

seeksseeks a postponement of a finalfmal decision byby-

the
by-

thethe Interior Secretary to allow Yupik villages

to closely study possible OCS impactsunpactsimpacts-
The

impacts-
The

.

The position of St51.. Paul on OCS leasingleasmg waswas-

presenting
was-

presenting
was-

presentingpresenting by Larry Merculieff at ""scopingscoping"scopmgscopmg '

hearingsheanngs held there last week by the BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Land Management'sManagements' Alaska OCSO"SOS(" OfficeOffice-

I

Office-

See

Office-

iSetI(iSetSee BEBiR/A'6BiRA'6A6StRINRING/ '(, StSf I10eSOCS 'fagtI'agIagPag, 'g*gr" r/
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/):/AHRY/MERCULIEFFAHRYMERCULIEFFRYRYMERCULIEFF,/, ERCULIEFF ( ANDY KLAMSER PhotoPhoto9))

.momountingmorinting''ntingnting opposition to Bering Sea OOCSSsale
(( ContinuedContlOued from RfcgePjagePkge OneOn-

eercuheff

)

\Mercuheff\\ercuheffercuheffMerculteffercuheffISMerculteffisis president P/Pbfpf/
f Tanadgusix andand-

ChaIrman
and-

ChairmanChairman of the Board of the Aleut Corpora-
tion

Corpora-
tion

CorporaCorpora-¬-

tiontion-
Mer

tion-
Merculieff

tion-
MereuheffMerMereuheffMerculieffuheff stated ,. ""ItIt is the position ofof-

the
of-

thethe TanadgusixTanadguslx Corporation that the OCSOCS-
lease

OCS-
leaselease sale scheduled for the St George and Na-

varon
Na-

varon
Na-

varon
Na-Na-

varon Basins be postponed indefinitelyIndefimtely pendingpending-
development

pending-
developmentdevelopment of certain data '

He added .,
""WeWe naturally mainmaintaintam the samesame-

positIOn
same-

positionposition with regard to the Northern andand-
Southern

and-
SoutherrtSouthern1SouthernSoutherrt Aleutian shelf areas should they bebe-

cheduled
be-

scheduled,scheduledcheduled in the near future '

MercuheffMerculieff said information about OCS ofloiloil-

an
oil-

andanand gas impact on waterfowl and marine mam-
mal

mam-
mal

mammam-¬-
mal populations ,. ice pack movements , winds-
and

winds-
and

winds
andandeurrentandcurrentsCurrentseurrent and tides , BenngBering Sea fish pop-
ulations

poppop-pop-
ulatJom

-¬-
ulationsulatJom and the ecosystem'secosystems' food chaincham was inin-

suffiCIent
in-

sufficient
in-in¬-

sufficient andandvIrtuallyvirtually non-existentnonexistentnon-exlstentexlstentnonexistent-
Further

nonexistent-
rurther

nonexlstent-
Iurther

--
-r-urtherrurtherI-urtherIFurther-

., the Aleut leader stated ,. informa-
tion

mforma-
tlon

informamforma-mformainforma-¬-

tiontlon on on-shoreonshoreon-5hore5horeonshore--' stagingstagmg areas and impactunpactunpact-

"n
impact-

on"on"nn \Meuto\leutoleutAleut village and culture has not been dede-

dop
de-

seloped
de-de¬-

,velopedselopeddopveloped'Planningseloped'Planning''PlanningPlanning'PlanmngPlanmng funds to answer some of thethe-

thousands
the-

ttwu'dmhthousandsttwu'dmhttwudmh' of questions have yet to be made-
aiailahle

made
..1\.1j\ailablejailable.1dllahleaiailahle\ dllahle to anydnydnyvanyvillagevvillagelage in the Aleutians or thethe-

Pnhllof
the-

PrihilofPrihilofsPnhllofPrihilof,% 'so0 that qualityquahty inputmput can be mad-
eh

made-
hs

made
h\hhshthe\ ththe people whoho live inm this region .,

,"" Mercuh-
"II

Merculi-
ett

Merculi-MerculiMercuh-Mercuh -

""IIIIettettsaid''dldlsaid

The Aleut Corporation board chairmanchainnan alsoalso-

questioned
also-

questionedquestioned the ability ofofcurrentcurrent technology toto-

predIct
to-

predictpredict the impactunpact of oil spills . By example ,

he noted that the affect of a minor dieseldiesel-
oil

diesel-
oiloil spill , which occurred at St . Paul harborharbor-
during

harbor-
duringduring the wreck of a Japanese fishing vessel

last November , has stillstili not been determineddetermined-
by

determined-
byby governmental experts .

"""IfIf we have suchch problems ofprediction ofof-

oil
of-

oiloil spill impacts on such an Isolated oil spillspilI ,

how can it be done for the entire Bering Sea?'
Impossible ," he stated .

Merculieff also expressed serious concernsconcerns-

about
concerns-

aboutabout socialrocial and economic impacts on NativesNatives-

'of
Natives-

of
Natives-

of-'-ofof'of the Aleut region from OCS ofloil and gasgas-

development
gas-

developmentdevelopment . """OnlyOnly 1,6001600, Aleuts reside in thethe-

Aleutians
the-

Aleutians
the-

I

Aleutians who can be considered the last rere-

maining
re-

maining
re-re¬-

I

maining , and therefore irreplaceable , core of-

foundation
of-

foundation
of

foundation of the Aleut culture ."
He said that five Aleut villages have dieddied-

since
died-

sincesince the Second World War,, and two othersothers-

are
others-

areare threatened with extinction . The; influx of-

nonresidents
of-

nonresidents
of

nonresidents in the new industry is a directdirect-

threat
direct-

threatthreat , he noted . Additionally , many youngyoung-

Aleuts
young-

AleutsAleuts would acquire new skills which wouldwould-

force
would-

forceforce them to leave their island communitiescommunities-
toto seek jobs elsewhere as the (OCSJCS work windswinds-

down
winds-

downdown , Merculieff added .
""AnyAny draft EIS (environmental impactimpact-

statement
impact-

statementstatement ) which excludes any of these issuesissues-

or
issues-

oror inadequately answers the questions we havehave-

raised
have-

raisedraised here will be deficient and unacceptable ,

thus causing us to continue our opposition toto-

the
to-

thethe proposed OCSoes sales by necessity ," Mer-

culieff
Mer-

culieff
MerMer-¬-

culieff concluded .


