District asks to be
in Hootch case

By STAN JONES
Kotzebue Correspondent

The Northwest Arctic School District, which
serves Kotzebue and the 10 other villages in the -
NANA region, has asked to be a defendant in the
“Molly Hootch™ case. the eight year old lawsuit
which requires construction of bush high schools.

The District moved to intervene and have it-
self made a defendant along with the state De-
partment of Education chiefly because of its op-
postion to a regulation drafted by Alaska Legal
Services which would require that villages be al-
lowed to participate in the planning and evalua-
tion of programs for the schools in their commu-
nities. -

As drafted, the regulation would require a pro-
gram planning meeting with villagers at the begin-
ning of each school year, as well as the collection
at the end of the year of villagers’ views on how
well the program had worked.

One suggested means of obtaining the villagers
evaluations has been a survey which would be of-
fered to each member for completion at the end
+ of the year.

Deputy Director Steve Cotten of the Center
for Law and Education in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts (the Center has assisted Alaska Legal Ser-
vices with the Hootch case from its inception)
said the original Hootch consent decree had re-
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On behalf of its clients, there-
fore, Legal Services went to
court asking that the planning
and evaluation provision be en-
forced.

Northwest Arctic School Dis-
trict  administrative assistant
Marty Zelonky stated that the
District felt it was already sub-
stantially in compliance with the
proposed regulation, and said
that the District was willing to
have the Department of Educa-
tion decide whether or not it
had - in fact complied with the
regulation.

An affidavit filed by District
Superintendant George White
with the motion to intervene
stated that the proposed regula
tory changes would, ...“burden
Northwest Arctic School District
and other REAA's.” Cotten dis-
agreed, stating that the work-
load imposed by the regulation
was not excessive and that any
district which was already
making an effort at community
involvement in its planning and
evaluation process would have
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Although the District does
‘feel that the proposed regulation

for by
REAA's and other interested
parties. Zelonky said that the
district would not oppose the

should affect its interests ser-
iously enough to merit court
action.



