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To the YakimasVakmasVakmasof! of Washington StatStateStatq ,. whatwbat American ulti-

mately
ultiultlulti-¬.-

mately decides to dodowithwith its tons of nuclear waste is15 not just an ¬.
other matter for dinner-partydinnerparty-- debate . AAdozen,% dozen milesmtles away fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe YakiraaYakima !'Nation'IationIation titssitsnits Hanford ,. Washington , on land ceded to thethe-

Federal
the-

FederalFederal Government by the YakimasVakimas more than a century agoago-

with
ago-

withwith the understanding that the tribe would continue to use It-

for
itit-

forfor fishingfJShing ,. hunting., food-gatheringfoodgatheringfOod-gatherlnggatherlng-- - and worshipping . To thethe-
Vaklmas

the-
YakimasYakimasVaklmas ,. the Hanford area is. sacred . To the rest of America , Han-

ford
Han-

ford
Han-Han-.

ford is the site ofofoperatmgofoperatingoperatingoperatmg nuclear reactors ,. and of """temporarytemporary "
federal facilities for .storing.torlngtorlng low-levellowlevel-- and high-levelhighlevelIugh-levelIugh-- nuclear wastewaste-
materials

waste-
materialsmaterials.. Now , federal officials are moving ahead on plans toto-

finalize
to-

fmahzefmahzefinalize" ' x a site for permanentpennanent nuclear-wastenuclearwaste-- storage in the Hanford area ,

pointing as justificationjustrflCation .toto Hanford'sHanfordsHanford'. ""priorprior land-uselanduse-- " commitmentcommitment-
toto nuclear activitesactlYltes .

At no timetllt1e in the process that brought Hanford knee-deepkneedeepkneedeep-
Into

kneedeep-
into

--
into the nuclear businessbUSUless ,. was the Yakima Nation asked for its concan ¬.
currence . At no time was the tribe even consulted .

Today , the YakimasVaklmas are helping lead a nationwide IndIndtfhIndiinIndiinefef¬.
fort to ensure that a tribal consultation-and-concurrenceconsultationandconcurrenceconsultatJOn-and-concurrenceconsultatJOnconsultation-and.concurrenceconsultationand.concurrenceand.concurrenceandconcurrence-- .-- mmJamsmmJamsmi-
s mesnanismantsmantsm-
isis built into any Federal process for planningplaMing the long-termlongtermlong.termlongterm-. storagestorage-
of

storage-
ofofAlthoughthosenuclear wastes . The fightfJght is bound to be a tough one . AlthoughAlthough-
thosethose Sltmgssittings already proposed for permanent nuclear-wastenuclearwaste-- rcpoSreposi-reposi! .-
tonestortesrepositorteswould clearly affect the YakimaVakima ,. Fort HalHall] and MescaleroMesca1ero Apa-
che

ApaApa-¬.-
cheSouthernUte,. and potentpotentially!aly the Navajo , Hopi , Ute Mountain Ute ., Southern
Ute ,. and many of the Nevada tribes as wellweU ,. none of the consu-
ltationandconcurrence

consulconsul-¬.-
tation-and-concurrencetationandconcurrence-- -- plans proposed thus far would give the Jnbestnbestribestnbes-
any

tribes-
anyany say regarding storagestonge sites off their reservations . One hopefulhopeful-
SIgn

hopeful-
signsSIgnm . President Carter'sCarters'' recently created State Advisory Council onon-
Nuclear

on-
NuclearNuclear Waste includesInclude . IndianInthan representation ,. and it is that council-
which

council-
wluch

council
whichwluch is supposed to help shape the Administration'sAdministrations ' position onon-
the

on-
thethe issue .

WASHINGTON FOCUS : The Carter Administration'iAdministrationiAdministration'sAdministrations ' pro-
posed

propro-¬.-
posed Windfall ProfitsProfita Tax on oil is now law ,. but in ia form whichwiuch ,.
thanks to heavy Indian lobbying ,. completelycompletelyexemptsexemptexempts! oiloU producedproduced-
onon tnbaltribaltnballandslands from its provisions . The tax , which is setlet to raise anan-
extimated

an-
extllt1atedextimatedextllt1ated $S228$228228S229 billion in federal revenuesre'lenuesrelenues' over the next decade ,. waswuwas-
signed

wuS-

Ignedsigned into law by the President April 2 ., ... ., The Senate'sSenatesSenate'. Select InIn-

dian
In-In¬.-

diandlan Affairs Committee last month held hearings on legislation thatthat-
would

that-
wouldwouldwouldcancelcancel , once and for all ,. coal leaseslease& covering much of thethe-
Northern

the-
NorthernNorthern Cheyenne reservation that the tribe maintains were negoti-
ated

negoti-
ated

negotinegoti-¬-
ated improperly on illIts behalf . The measure ,. Introduced by Commit-
tee

CommitCommit-¬.-
tee Chairman John MelcherMeleher ,. ((D.MontDMontD-MontDMont-. .) ,. would permit the Interiorinterior-
Department

interior-
DepartmentDepartment to compensate the companies involved (foror damagesdamagCl re-

salting
re-

suiting
re-rereo- .,

suitingsalting from the lease canceuaUoncanceUatlonl.MelchercanceUatlonlMelchercancellations.Melcher'scancellations.MelcherscancellationsMelchers..,... ...MelcherMelcher '.. commutecommittee* has alsoalso-
promised

also-
promisedpromised hearings for 11a* bfllbill that would provide non-IndiannonIndiannon.lndlannonlndlan-. buldnes-
w4

busbies-
set

busbies-busbiesbusines-businesbuldnes-buldnesbusines-
ses

--
setsesw4 hefty tax-incentivestaxincentivestax.lncentivestaxlncentives-. to lolocateate their operations on ta reservation .
The latest version of the.so-calledsocalledso.calledsocalled- """OperationOperation Bootstrap " measure ,.
unvefledunveiled by Sen . Larry PresslerPreuler , ((R-SDRSDR-S-DRSDR.SRS-.- -D .,), on April 1I ,. would offeroffer-
up

offer-
upup to ten yearyear'syears'. worth of total freedom from federalfeclerallncomeincome tax-
ation

tax-
ation

taxtax-¬-
ation for firmirumsfirms with at1It leastIeaJt 20 employees , ia. majority of whom are
IndianareIndian. Some tribal attorneys., however , fault the legislation for pro-
visions

propro--¬-
visionsprovisionsrequiring tribestribea to amend their constitutionsconstll14tionseonstitgtions in ta manner-
they

manner
theymannertheysay could endanger beneficial aspectaspects! of the federal-IndianfederalIndianfederal-lndlanlndlan-federalIndian-
trustee

federallndlan-
trustee

--
trustee relationships . -


