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LITTLE AND BIG DIOMEDE - The enigmatic Island of Big Diomede , the possession of the SovietSoviet-

0nion
Sovie-

tJnionUnion0nionJnion , is some two miles away from the American Island of Little Diomede , foreground . The InterIntelInter-Inter-

national
" ¬-

national Dateline is between theth two islands . Eski/nosEskinosEskirnos/, used to live on the Big Diomede! but they havehave-

been

have-

beenbeen relocatedrelocat\drelocatd\! to the mainland of Siberia by the Soviet government . The Eskimos-EskimosEskimoEskimosof!>- of the two islandsislands-

are
islands-

areateare blood related but they have not beepbeen allowed to fraternize by the Soviets except for occasionaloccasional-

visitations
occasional-

visitationsvisitations on the ice in winter . The men of the Little DiomedeDi mede are unloading yearly supplies broughtbrought-

Inin by the lighters of the U.S.M.SUSM.SUSMSU.SUS. . M.SMS. . North Star IIIItsIIIIIILAELItsLAEL.. -LAELLAEL-LAEL MORGAN Photograph

Trapping Cabin onon High PeakPeak-PeakPeak--?---
Is . of Big Diomede

By LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

Associate

MORGAN-

Associate

MORGAN-

AssociateAssociate Editor forfor-
Alaska

for-
AlaskaAlaska MagazineMagazin-

eDespite

Magazin-

eDespite

Magazin-

eDespiteDespite gale winds and roughrough-
seas

rough-
seasseas , the Bureau of Indian AffairsAffairs-
freighter

Affairs-
freighterfreighter "NorthNorth" Star " managedmanaged-

toto land a year'syears' supply of grocergrocer-grocer-
ies

grocer-
ies

¬-

ies on the isolated Eskimo islandisland-

of
island-

ofof Little Diomede late lastlast-

month
last-

monthmonth .

The settlement , which has nono-

landing
no-

landinglanding strip , depends on thethe-

supply
the-

supplysupply ship for the bulk of its-

groceries
itsits-

groceriesgroceries and shelves in the viI-

lag
vilviI-viIvil-vil-

lage

¬-

lagelag store were empty on arrivalarrival-

except
arrival-

exceptexcept for one lonely package
'

ofof-

spaghetti
of-

spaghettispaghetti .

Cecil W ., Moo((Moe ) Cole , captain-
of

captaincaptain-
ofof the "NorthNorth" Star " had been

forced to leave the ship a monthmonth-
earlier

month-
earlierearlier to have a

'fingerfmger amputatamputat-amputat-
ed

amputat-
ed

¬-

ed due to a bloodbloodbloodclotclot ,, but he rere-rere-

joined
re-

joined
¬-

joined his ship in time to makemake-
the

make-
thethe ticklish Diomede deliveryelivery .,

Besides a year'syears' supply ofof-

groceries
of-

groceriesgroceries , Diomede also receivedreceived-
fuel

received-
fuelfuel oil for the winter and a pre-

fabricated
prepre-pre-

fabricated
¬-

fabricated building to serve as aa-

new
a-

newnew store .. Their old store ,, builtbuilt-
in

built-
inin 1931 , was so wind batteredbattered-
villagers

battered-
villagersvillagers had had to wire it downdown-

and
down-

andand brace it up , and its daysdays-

were
days-

werewere definitelydefmitely numbered .

Although the "NprthNprth"N9rthN9rth"NorthNorth" Star"
serves many villages along thethe-

Bering
the-

BeringBering Sea Coast Diomede isis-

the
is-

thethe mostislolatedmost'isloIatedmostisloIatedmost ' islolated . From NovemNovem-Novem-
her

Novem-
ber

¬-

berher to late December or JanJan-Jan-

uary
Jan-

uary
¬-

uary , seas there are too roughrough-
and

rough-
andand ice choked for Natives toto-

negotiate
to-

negotiatenegotiate in their skin boats andand-

there
and-

therethere is not enough ice to supsup-¬-

port a planeplatlc .

In addition-additionadditionDiomede,;- Diomede has thethe-

added
the-

addedadded excitement of being ourour-

closest
our-

closestclosest neighbor to Russia . TheThe-

neighboring
The-

neighboringneighboring island of big DioDio-Dio-
mede

Dio-
mede

-¬

mede lies only two miles off thethe-

American
the-

AmericanAmerican settlement , and yetyet-

commerce
yet-

commercecommerce between the two is-isis-

lands
is¬.-

lands is forbidden .

(Continued on Page 6)6))



The
,

Big DiomedeJiomede;) . . .
(Continued from Page 1)1'))

On this voyage of the NorthNorthsNorth-
Star

North-
Star

s
Star , the freighter landed in fairfair-

weather
ii-

weatherdaybeforeweather and unloadedI.InloadIInload. d for a day

by60mileanhourbefore being chased away by
60mile-an-hour60mileanhour60guststomile-an-hourmileanhour- - winds with gusts II-
toto 80BO . ,

"

On returnniturn in the darkness ofof-

early
ll-

earlyearly morning , two days later , dd-

CaptCapt.. Cole sighted a large unidunid-unid11unid-
entified

¬- 111-

1entifiedentified ship just off the RussianRussian-
boundry

ee-

boundryboundry . The stranger fled andandIand-

Moeand
\II\I-

MooMoeMooMoeand, and his crew could only ff-
guess at its home.home.

. port.. HoweverHoweve-
rlittle

nn-

littleLittle Diomede residentsresideI1ts had )(

s

i

I
"

l
d
11

e
\II\
f
n
)(

seen a moving flashlight on thethe-

island
the-

islandislandnightbeforeof Big Diomede the night
before .

Big Diomede is currently unun-unun-

inhabited
un-

inhabited
¬-

inhabited except for a smallsmall-
"trapping

small-
"trapping"trappingtrapping" " cabin on one of itsits-

high
its-

highhigh peaks .. Little Diomede resirest¬.,

dentsden ts saw Russian unloadingunlunloading-
lumber

adingading-
lumberlumber there this summer andand-

expect
and-

expectexpect another trapping cabincabin-
will

cabin-
willwill probably be built soon . TheThe-

first
The-

firstfirstfirst oneon , orton it'sits'' windy peakpeak-
must

peak-
mustmust certainly be an inconveninconven-inconven-
ient

inconven-
ient

¬-

ient distance from the trap line .


