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"1TheThe deadline ffr?r "AlaskaAlaska"AJaskaAJaska"- NaNa-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive villages to selects'elesele
'

t their landlandslands-
is

?
is December 18 , ari'daridandand'theandthe' '

the BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Land ManagementManagem nt (BLM ) hashas-

received
has-

receivedreceivedreceivedrelativelyrelatively ftjwtowf w land selecselec-selec-

tion
selec-

tion
¬-

tion applications frpmfrprofrpm villagesvUages toto-

date
to-

datedate . . '
,

Curtis V . McVeeMcVeMCVeo'; ,, ,
BLM AlasAlaS-AlaS-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka State DirectorDjrector , said5' id , "We'reWere"We'r-
easl

"We're-
asking

" '

askingasl ng allU villages certified eligible

, ,
(

underunde/undeundethe/' the Alaska NativeNative ClaimsClaims-
Settlement

Claims-
SettlementSettle'mentSettlement' 'ActAct

'

Act to geVtheifgeHheiigeYtheii selecselec-selec-

tion
¬.-

tion applicationsppli atiQns too us as earlyearlearly-

as
)

,
aswaitingforpossiblepo sible , insteadin tead ofofwaitinofwaitingwaitingwaitinwaiting
for the December ,1818.18,

. deadline ..''' With less than'twothantwo'
months unun-unun-

til
¬.-

til the
'
deadline ,

,
BL'MBLMBtM' hasreceivhas receivreceiv-receiv-

ed
.-

ed selection applicationsapplic tiorts for.on-for.onforon-foronfor.on-
ly

foron-
ly

foron-
ly

.,
-

ly 5 million out 4fM 222l millionmillion-
acres

million-
acresacres for villagevilJage selectionsele"ctioselectio" .

,
"NativeNative" ClaimsiClaimsl regulationsregulregulations-

call
tions

call for lands11dsl to be contiguouscontiguous-
and

contiguous-
andand compact , among , otherother-
things

other-
things

,
things ,"' said McVee . "WhenWhen" wewe-

havehave found deficiencies in vilvU-vUvil-vilvU-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

" lage land applications , wewe havehave-

sent
have-

sentsent applications back to the vilvUvil-vil-

ages

¬.- '

'IagesIages'
lages]ages so they couldcouldcorrectcorrectcorrect thethe-

problems
the-

problemsproblems . "
"ButBut" after December 18 ,

there is no way for villages tototo-

amend
to-

amendamend their applications ," hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid . TliisThisTl s could mean that vilviivil-vilvil-

lages
¬.-

lages with land selection applicaapplica-applica-
tions

applica-
tions

¬-

tions that did not meet the rert-rtre-rert-

gulations
re-

gulations
! ¬-

gulations .wouldwould.,
have that partpart-

or, or possibly all of the applicationapplicatiohapplicatioh-
rejected

application-
rejectedrejected ,. i;i-

McVeeMcVee said that because therethere-
is

there-
isisis no way for a village to changechange-
its

change-
itsits applicationapplidatiolapplidation for lands afterafter-
December

after-
DecemberDecember 1188 , a village could havehave-

rejected
have-

rejectedrejected part or all of the total

, ,
'

\ . acreagea reage it isititlegally
I
"

legally able to claimclaim-
underunder provisions of thetheAlaskatheAlaska-
Native

'AlaskaAlaska', Alaska-
NativeNative ClaimsClaims Settlement Act .

"BLMBLMuBLM" regulations say thatthat-
eligible

that-
eligibleeligible villagesI1agesv may apply forfor-
more

for-
moremoremore acreageacreage than they areare enen-en-

titled
en-

titled
¬-

titled to , and thisthi$ may help inin-

s

in-

somesomes me situations ," said McVee .

"ButBut" villagevillagep that wait until thethe-

last
the-

lastlast minutetInute to file their selectionselection-
applic

selection-
applications

,
applicationsapplicapplicationsaretions'aretionsare'are taking a chance ,." ,

Information on how to filefile-

appli
file-

applicationsapplicationsappli ations is available fromfrom1-

3LM
from-

BLMBLM13LM Offices in AnchorageAnchotage andand-

Fairbanks
and-

FairbanksFairbanks . ii-
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