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BARROWHARROW -- PHSJ'HSJHSIHS;' Alaska Na-NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
-. :

,

tive Hospital has been accredited '

by the Joint Commission orloil AcAc-Ac-

creditation
¬.-

creditation of HospitalsHospitats (JCAHjJCAIIJCAII-
according

) :

according to Richard Zitzow.jZitzowjZitzow .", )
Service Unit Director . . 11-

ThisThis accreditation , which coco-co-
vers

co-

vers
-¬-

vers from June , 1974 to June ,
1976 , is the result of an on-siteonsiteonsite-
survey

onsite-
survey

-

survey mademadc by field representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
tives

¬-

tives of the Joint Commission'sCommissionsCommission's-
Hospital

Commission's-
Hospital

'
Hospital Accreditation ProgramProgra-
mII((HAPi lAPIAP ) .

AccreditationAtcreditati n indicatesindicatcs thatthat-
this

that-
thisthis facility has chosen to operoper-oper-
ate

oper-
ate

¬-

ate according to standards setset-

by
set-

byby JCAIIJCAH and that the facilityfacility-
has

facility-
hasliashas , in the main , met thesethese-

standards
these-

standardsstandards .
', The standardsstandrdsstand rds , published asas-

the
as-

thethe Accreditation Manual forfor-

Hospitals
for-

HospitalsHospitals , set forth optimaloptimal-
acl

optimal-
achievableachievableacl evable goals ofofexcellenceexcellenceexcellence-
against

excellence-
againstagainst which a facilityfacihty can meamea-mea-

sure
mea-

sure
¬-

sure itself and be measured byby-

the
by-

thethe Joint Commission'sCommissions' survey ,

PUSPIISPITS Alaska Native HospitalHospital-
inin Barrow is one of approximateapproximate-approximate-
ly

¬.-

lyIy 5,3005300, generageneral ! hospitalshospitals-
throughou

hospitals-
throughoutthroughoutthroughout the United StatesStates-
that

States-
thatthat have earnedcarned this recogni-recognirecogni-
tion

recogni-
tion

-. '

tion . There are approximately
7,3007300, hospitals in the U.SUS. .

The Joint Commission'sCommissions' acac-acac-

creditation
ac-

creditation
¬-

creditation surveys are volunvolun-volun-
tary

volun-
tary

¬-

tary . It is not legally necessary

for a hospital to be accredited .

but
_

health care facilities havehave-

sought
have-

soughtsoughts-oughtsought- accreditation becausebe ause itit-

represents
it-

representsrepresents a benchmarkbenchmarl< of qualiquali-quali-
ty

quali-
ty

¬-

ty that is higher than governgovern-govern-
mental

'=
¬-

mental h'censurehcensurelicensure' aloneatone . .
'The chief aim of the HospitalHospital-

AccreditationAccreditation Program , one ofof-

four
.

four suchsU h programs Under thethe-
JCAII '"

JCAII umbrella , is to help hos-hoslipshos-

pitals
lips-

pitals
-. ':

pitals in theirheir pursuit ofofexcelexcelexcel-excel-
lence

excel-
lence

¬-

, lence anilandand therebythere by provideprovJde aa-

higher
a-

higherhigher qualityquahty of care to patients .
" The program also "seeksseeks'Seeks"' to '

recognize ,, and to identify forfor-

the
for-

thethe public , those facilities whichwhich-
meet

which-
meetmeet its standards .

The Joint Commission beganbegan-
inin 1918 under the auspices ofof-

the
of-

thethe American College of SurSur-Sur-

geons
Sur-

geons
¬-

geons ,. It was incorporatedUlcorporated in
19511951Wit1l1951withwithWit1l the support of itsits-

present
its-

presentpresent member organi/ationsorganiationsorganilationsorganisations/ :

the AmericanAmelcan{ College of SurSur-Sur-

geons
Sur-

geons
¬-

geons , the AmericanAm rican College ofof-

Physicians
of-

PhysiciansPhysicians , the American HosIloshos-hos-
pital

¬.-
pitalpitat Association , and thetho AmerAmer-Amer-
ican

Amer-
ican

¬-

ican Medical Association .

JCAH is a Chicago-basedChicagobasedChicagobased-
nongovernmental

-

non-governmentalnongovernmental- , not-for-profitnotforprofitnotforprOfito-
rganization

notforprofito-
rganization

- -

organization . In addition to hoshos-hos-

pitals
-¬.

pitalsptals , it has programsprogranls for thethe-
accrp.ditation

the-

accreditationaccreditationaccrp.ditationaccrpditation. of long termtens(enn carecare-

facilities
care-

facilitiesfacilities , psychiatricpsychiatnc facilitiesfactllties ,.

andan facilities for the mentallymentally-
retar

mentally-
retardedretardedretar ed .


