
Totemrrotem
,

' CarvedCCarvedatve'dvedve'dat'

: at UrbanaUrbUrbanapa"IllinoipaIllinoi",. Illinois
;,

"

' By BETZIETZJ WOODMAN,
t\33-

URBANAj , URBANA , ILLINOISILLINOISJILLINOISA-JJ"ll""lA-AA-, A ttoktok-

tem
<(*;,.

terntemt m pole waswas carveddrved --- :andf1d! itstfits-

completion
,

completion celebratedcekbrated -- ' undertinderunderundert-
tttiquepniqueIniquettttiquethismid4westerncircumstances Inhl thjs.niidthjsniidththismid4smid., -

.westernwestern. city . ., }!

\IfIhe'. CarvedCtrvcd; byoy, tnanymany,nan- 'ynan- y' membersmcmhers ofoo-

She

)'fIheShe( lie UnitarianUl1ItarJan UnivwsalisPUniyersallSUnive'rsalisUniversalis,' };
Churchthurchma"ingbemaking6fBurch of UrbanaUr ana ,. the makingma"ingmaing"
ofbe6f tliethedie pole wasWtS; a true "tribal'1tribal1"tribal'ltriball"triba\'l"tribatriba'll"triba'l-
effort

"tribal'l-
effort

" \'' ,,

effort , accordinguccording to Mrs . JohnJohn-

D
JohnJohn-

DD ., Anderson who has a knowkOlHV-kOlHVknow-kOlHV-

ledge
know-

ledge
¬-

ledge of totemtolem poles andandwhowhowho-

4upervisedSupervised4upervisedupC'rviscdupCrviscd' the( lie job . Those inin-inin-

olvcd
in-

volved
¬-

volvedolvcd in making the pole inin-in¬.- ,'inJudedcludedcJudedJudedJudedchildrenchildrendllldrcn of() f the uppcjuppejuppcuppej-
tradesgradestradesgrades and junior high classesclJsses '

anda'ndslid' many adultIdut: ( church members '

arcaid! frk1\Jsfrk1Jsfriends\ .
)'

"

!
r.rTheThe completedcomplckdcompieled polepule waswa1> cele-celecelc-celccele-

bratcd
celc-

bbte
cele-

brated
- '

bratcdbratedbbte this summersunsoulsoulteril1erter when itil was .,

placed in thethe'nearbythenearby'nearbynearby'' LakeLa"eLae" ofofthi-ofthiofthi-
WooJs

thethethe-
Woods

.-
WoodsWooJs110thlllgh"enothinglikeParkI> ark . "There'sTheres" ' nothing110thlllg
likeh"ehe" celebratingcclebra ting a totem pole toto-

bfing
to-

bringbfingbring peoplepwp Ic togethertoget'hertoget'liertogetlier'' -- .- especespcc-espccespec-espcc-
iaJly

espec-
ially

¬-

iallyiaJly if the pebplepcdplcpeople cicatedcreatedClCa ed the

poje"ssayspojessayspole-sayspolesaysp ( lc ;:; "'- says , Mrs . AndersonAJ1ler( (m . TIQThTheThe-
pole

(

pole was carved for the ChamS-ChamSChamCharmCham-
S'paign

Charm-
'paign

;.-

'paignpaign', Country ForestrOfeSt PrescrvdPreservdPrescrvaPreservd-
District

Prescrva-
DistrictDistrict .,

,
It11 all began in.nn. the winter of'

19721972whenwhen a church memberI11cmbemember ,

foundfOUIld a usedlIsed power pole beingbeing-

given
being-

given
!

given to the park and persuadedpersuaded-
the

persuadedpersuaded-

the

being\being
]\

the park manager to let thethelthel-

church
];

church carve it .
,"" ,

The projectprnjelt: was undertakenundertaken-
to

:

to explore a crucial aspect of theI/tcItcthe-

North
/ '.

North American heritagehernagelientage thatthat-

tootoo often has been rieglcctcdileglectedneglected .,

InIli[ n totemtL1tem carving , Mrs ,,. AndersonAnLlel'Son\AnLlel'SonAnLlelSonAnLlel'Son-

says ' *\'
,

says , there is traditionally a closet'lotloclose-

relation ' c '
Delation,
rclationrelation between(1ctweel1ctweelttctween( thethc subjectsuhject mat-matmat-iimat-
tcr

mati-
ter

-.- !;

tcrter of the( fie pole and the place injininnin-

nwhich
!

which it standsstal1d ,

"
;:

TheTht' figures onl\11l11\ thistll\tlltllPlk\ poloPlkpole(,, JlJ-

therefore
l-

therefore
t

thereforethereforetl, are: \tltl\' related totn LakeLa"eLae" ot01of jS

the Woods ParkPlf\PlfPlfCh"nlPlIgn, \. , ChqirtpaignCh"nlPlIgnChnlPlIgnChnnlpargn"} :

CountyCh"nlPlIgnCountyChnnlpargnCounty
,. tlwtI hIre StateSta te of IllinoisII1Iw! ,. thelhetirelhe-

NorthC'fII
tire-

NorthernNorthernNorthC'fIINorthCfIINorthC'fIIlidWl'st' Midwest\lidWl'stlidWl'stlidWlst\ ' and GreatGre11Gre11-

Lakes
Great-

Lakes
;

'
,

Lakes regionreCJ n and to the UniverseLJ1lVCf! !> e .,

TheTk carvingscaV11g;! largelyl.lrgclyllrgcly. representtepre, ent j;

animals and cropscr ps of the ChamCham-Cham-
paign

Cham-
paign

¬-

paign areaarearea .
'

,
These figuresfih'UresfihUres' show ' the ; dccpdcepdeepdcep-

concern
deep-

concernconcern of the Unitarian Uriiver-UriiverUt\ivcr-UtivcrUriiver-

salists
Utivcr-

salists
Uriiver-

salists
\ -

salists for the precious wildlifewildlife-
ilnd

wildlife-
andandilnd naturalnanaturalresourcestural resources of theirtheir-
region .

theirhc rr-
regIOnregion .

"ButBut'fJ3utfJ3ut"' But it is the lowest .figurefiguret1gurelure'(lure-
on

., t1gur-
eInonIn( the ' polespotes which seeinjseemsseemscsseemsesescs-cses-escs-

peciaJly
es-

pecially
¬-

peciallypeciaJly importantil11portlIll: , " Mrs . Aiuler-AiulerAtderAiuler-
son

AIde) ( -.

son reportsfeports ., "TraditionallyTraditionally" ; tljvtlethetlel-

owest
the-

lowest
)

lowest figureI 'llrellre' synibolt/essyniboltessyrnblt/lsyrnbltlsymbolizes() /' >', thetileth-
eIner

tile-

oiiriersownersI\\nerIneroiiriers(\ midand creatorscrcltor: <; oftlieof the pole .

We chose a simples1l11pIc human figuretfigure-

for
Igurt '

for the 'LowLow' ManSymholStan-symbolStansymbol'-Stansymbolone1.II11II1. ' vl11hl11vl11hl11'nne
'-

nne
n- ne'-

nnethat
'
(
oneone-

thatthat wouldvould} notnol st.indstindstandst.indforst . nd -forfori\fiffctr- \! ;
ionelonelone-

kind
mle

kind.tnLtnL!. ! ofofpgrsunperson .,
"

!;;

"TheThe"TileTile" lowlow1.10\1.101.10Sian\. onkill this[ hl <; BoleBole-

stands
!)ole

stjndstJndsstands torlorfor 'WeWe'
, thellie PeoplePt'oplcPtoplc' ;,;

'
il11III-

Iexpressesexpressespre , s thetill' unpretentiousU'nPTt'tUnPTttu- 'npretellttutustu- npretellttutustu'- npretellttutustdownloeatth'' ' en tlbllJ ' ,.

down-lo-eartlidownloeartlidown-to.carthdownto.carthto.carthtocarthdown-lo-eattheatthdownloeatthcharacter- -. cltaucterdl.I1.lt\L'rdlI1.ltLrdl.I1.ltdlI1ltL'rLrcharacter. . ' \' otofofaof-

COtllnl1nlt
of-

coptmuttit

'
a

communityCOtlln\l1nltCOtllnl1nltcoptmuttit\ ) ofelfo ( people11l"lp\e11l"lp11llpe11l"lpe1111" \ who\\11111111"litlit\" 1111leeleeleefeelfeel-

Interrelated
!!

interrelatedInterrcaled! withWltlwithe' eiJi'I\.II.I'II.Ie,'I.IIther' I'llIll\.' ! other\ItherIthertither\ amilIldandand-

in
,

m10in lunjionyhtrrpirnvh.trrI'HI\h.trrIHIh.trrI'HIhtrrIHIh.trrI'HIIHlh., ) ' \ '

.
withIHlht\ttfttttft,
\ thenIhelltheir naturaln.lIl1ulnlIl1uln.lIl1ul-

l

natural-
envirrrriment

.
"t'liviroiiinentliviroiiinenenvirrrrimentl' nv IfInIJl'liIfInIJlliIfInIJl'liI) ! ' I.! .

TotemTol 'mm', pole I'muresImuresligures1i\J1iJ' ! \ re ,. Ironi11\111\11111troill11111the\ \ thetilethe-

IIII
tile-

tufttopIIIItuft' downLIhl1dri\\ndrinLIh( \\ l1 ,. arcIreare, the dreatCreal( seat SpiritSpmtSpmtI-

nin theIhl' form olof( ) I a, I hunderbirdhlll.lrblrdthunderbird( hlll\.lhlll.lhlll.ll!\. rblrd , a.II..-
Iboxbox ot01of lighishlhhlight!, , .isis.II..n .11a., I symbolsnibolttsnibolttc-
reation

) rnholrnholut, outut-

cretlOu
, |

crej'- tioticrej- tioticre/tlOucretlOucreation./'

,. an, n owl11\\1111(ml\\ .,. .11a. raccoonraClIIIIracc'{}< wrr :
, a, II-

strungJl.1JstrongmanstrungJl.1JstrungJl1Jstronginan) .! restiainmgr\II.I1I11.ngrIII1I11.ngrII.I1I11.ngIII1I11ngrII.I1I11.ngJrestraintng\' , . .,
aJ skunk"un\"unun,; "un-

the
" \. .,

the IllinoisIlhnuI stalestatet.llttllt. ' ilouerlO\ll'rlOll'rllr17t\\er17ter:\, \\ ' ( Violetvwlel II-

and
)

andndt.lteandstatend state\t.ltet.lte\ . birdhlrdhtrd uaidin.iluaidinilldllmiI1 , ar shoal( .,! t) . .11aa-

squirrel
., I

suirrelql1frelsquirrelql1frelItltsquirreltth<; ! with\\ItltItlt\\tthtth\\\ a.II. M.io\M.iohL1.1-hL1.1hlakM.iowalnuthL1.1.dUllthlakwalnut.., -.\ walnut\.dUllt.dUllt\. . ,. a.II..-
I'c.II1I.hj

a-

crlll'c.II1I.hjcII1I.hjcII1Ihj' crlll., .> h.1h1. ,. fll\.1fll.1fll.11tuItu\tu\ ,. . I ilih.luckluck,. , . LlfIfirm,} , llIdIndInd-

loselowlose1 <\ \, ManMant% 1.11I111ILlrl.
,. " \\tt\\ , 'IwIw'II' , , ' Pepple-Pepplepeople- "


