GNOME FROM NOME—The Gnome
The character from a children’s book.is

children in Seattie, Wash.

3
from Nome is greeting

in- the process of raising money for the children of Nome Receiving

Home .as well as Seattle's Children's Orthopedic Hospital.

The

Gnome from Nome will be in Nome on Christmas Eve bringing

funds for Nome Receiving Home.

The Gnome Jrom Nome—
He’s Raising Money for

Nome Receiving Home

A new children’s book which
is creating national attention for
Aluska- will be the subject of o
special Christmas event sponsor-
cd by Alaska Airlines.

The holiday event will rawse
money for the Nome Receiving
Home and “‘add fresh warmth
to the Chiistimas season.™ It s
built around an imaginative new

Shildren’s - book  culled * “The
mome from Nome., ™
Joindy " sponsored by Alaska
Aurlines. The Bon Ma > Dep
et Store or Se IR

rendipiiy Pre

muproject will also-benet

Iren's Orthopedic Hospital "
te. The goalof the program
210,000 1o be divifed between

charities:
Fhe book. writren by prom
nt Northwest ¢hildren's auth-
ohen Cosgrove of Serens
v Press, depicts g small
ded gnome character who is
cKing warmih in Ala cold
narthern region.

The gnome will be the focal
pomt w a month-long. holiday
program which starts with his

the two

tour of children’s hospital wards -

and Fair:

el

i Juncau, Anchorage,
banks, Nov. 20 through

In Seattle, the gnome will ov-
ersee Toytropolis at The Bon
Marche and the Gnome from
Nome “Time . Machine™ ride at
the store.

The ride, jointly sponsored by
The Bon and Alaska Airlines,
will raise the money for the
goodwill project. On Christmas
Eve, the gnome will return to
Nome with the proceeds from
the ride for the Nome Receiving
Home.

The Nome Receiving Home,

" which normally “cares for an
average of 7 children each month,
hasrecently been forced to close
as a result of insufficient funds
and personnel. The Home’s chil-
dren have been separated and are
living with area families, pend-
ing the reopening of the foster
care facility.

Jim Johnson, Alaska Airlincs
vice president for public affairs,
explained that the airline is spon-
soring the gnome event in the
hopes of keeping the Home in
operation, at least until state or
federal agency funds can be

made available. \ ;

“Children are what Christ:
mas is all about,” he went on.
“We must do all we can to help
these  kids; especially. in - the
holiday season when ather chil-
dren are “secure in their. own
homes with- their families.”

The Home cares for orphans,

children i wouble and with
serions - familye problems, The
need tor such a facility s ;w—

rhvogreat m Nom

Wren®s storve wlucl
Srocal pomnt ol Aush
geproject,
af aeno
sotter; who five at
North Pole. They set
discover how  humang
keep warm from the inside «

Arriving in Alaska during (f
wold rash days, the wnome and
his friend learn trom
tors that inner warmth bloams
through love, friendship and un
derstunding

Cosgrove writes and publishes
books hoth for inquisitive chil-
dren and for adults who might
be peeking over their children’s
shoulders. The characters come
to life.through the fanciful draw-
ings of . 21-year:old artist- Robin
James.

The book, published: by Ser-
endipity Press, was introduced
i major markets last month and
has been selling briskly. It fic-
titiously suggests that the city
of Nome may have beennamed.
in honor of the gnome by the

aut 1o

Prospecs

. prospectors, whose affection for

the bearded character was strong-
er than their spelling ability.



