
hepatitistit
a

programPW to be r
ththe associated pressprig

washington the in
dianthan health service IHS says

it pfannptanspfans to reassess and improve
itsIUiudurrentcurrentdurrent hepatitis B screen
ing and vaccination program in
alaska

hepatitis 8 a cancer causing
virus has reached epidemic

proportions in some southwest
alaska villages in the bethel
area

during a senate select com-
mittee on indian affairshearffalrsheai
ing thursday on extension of
the indian health care im-
provementpro vement act IHS director
everett rhoades said his agen-
cy is planning to meet early

next year with alaska and fed

tralhealtheral health authorities and sci-
entists to discuss the agencysagencys
current program

rhoadesrhoade also acknowledged

the spread of the disease has

reached epidemic levels but
that the planned three year
program would be adequate

sen frank maikowskimuikowskimudcowskiMuikowski said

testimony during ait recent hear-
ing in afichorigii1ndicatedanchorage indicated the
current screescreeningnini and vaccina-
tiontion plan for alaskasalanskas hepatitis
B program will take three
years to complete

he said many alaska natives
who seem to be particularly
susceptible to the disease could
contract the virus in that time

YOU now acknowledge that

1800 people could jbecoroebqomebiome in-
fectedfeccitedited with hepatitis B thisft
year yet you dontdort see the
need to expedite the screen-
ing process and prevent new
infections among nativesnavis V

murkowskimurkowsklmurkoskl said

the senator repeated area re-
quest that federal and state
health officials consider con-
tacting the centers for diseased6wdaw
control for asilstanasilassistancestance in testtest-
ing bloodyblood I1

MuimurkowskymurkowsklmuikowskimaikowskikowskI alsoaskedalso asked if the
IHS plans to conduct a massman
screening program in alaskaalaka
schools this fall rhoades as-

sured him a directive ordering
the program would be sent out


