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tundra timetimes
question how many peo-

ple areire there fa the typical
inuitinfit familyfarni fy

answer five A motherpother a
father twohildrentwo childrenhildren andandaa re-

searcherscarcherinscar cherinin the comer of their
home watching them

alaska natives are among the
most studied people in the
world

I1 am told thatthai in 1979079
alone that there twerwcrc more
than 100100differentuffiversitiesdifferent tiriiverslties

armed with millions of federal
dollars doing research studies
in alaska I1

the ststrangetange thing is that
many of them aotheltdoao theirthelt work
here and then disappear as

quickly as they arrived most
of us never learningteaming what theirtheft
findings were of0 ever to see
them again

I1 learned that lesson first
hand when I1 was working on a
grant in 1982 with UAAs
center for alcohol and ad-
diction studies my job includ-

ed going before city councils
and 4choolboardsschool boards to ask their
permission to conduct a drudrug

commuintuse study in their commuru
ties peoplepeoplewouldwould tell melehowmehowhow
tired they werc9fwere of being stud
led with

I1

absolutely nothing
coming back to thecommunthe commun-
ity

before go ingon further I1

would like toio say that there
are good and bad feresearcherssearchers in
thisthiiwlitldworld the trick is totd be
able botelltotellto e theiffeirencethe difference beei

tween the good guys and the
bad ones

surveys and numbers are
Wwhathat governments andad ununiver-
sities live for studies areate like
photographs they freezergenergeze a

iornmunitys16mmuniiys thoughtvadthoughtsthoughtvadand acaq

tionseions for that instantinsiant in which
the question is asked

i

you could cantec6ntecontemplateeplampla te and
change your mind the next dad4day
but once th answers are writ-
ten down

t
thatthit Is the way pelpeo-

ple are going fo ssaya youou think
aboodagoodA good researcher willttywilltrywill trytty

to get aifiilriimpleofabaraiar sampledsamplefsamp lef the
whole colnmunlvscommunlti feelings

if for example I1 wanted to10

find out how manymany people in

alaska fished for king crab
and 1I only asked crab fisher-

men in kodiak that question
then my study would showsh6wshaw
that everyone I1 surveyed said
that they were crab fishermen

the truth is of tourse that
only ysmall&smalla small amount ofot alas
kans fishftihfatih for crab

so you cantan see thatisthatitthat t is

easy tn a study to0 give people
the wrong knimpressionpression if you
only ask people who will telltill
you what you want to hear

this is what happened in
barrow several years ago when
researchers from the

I1

university
of pennsylvania dididd a quick
and unfair study up north and
gave their community a bad
name allill over the nation

these kinds of incidents tend
to make us want to slam the
doors of our communities to
all research so what does that
mean to the researchers who
areate legitimate and honest
after all certain studies are
really important and do bring
back much to us in the form
of improvements in health and
living

i
conditionsconditions as well as cor-

rectingrecting world opinion in cericeri

tain areas
so you might ask why

doesnt someonesome6nesomeone do sosomethingmethin 9
about all of this well the
answer tomeoniIs iomeoniiosomeonemeoni is stastarting

i

rtinig
to

I1

one morning inmatchin marchMatch I1 re-
ceived

re-

aaa telephone call from
dr john middaugh thestateththeestatestate
epldimiologistpldiilologlsithethe chief doc-
tor who investigates outbreaks
of diseases asking ifit I1 wouldiwouldifould

bathebqthebe the chachairmanirmin odtheoftheof the medical
issues section of the arctic
health science policy task
force I11 asked wh1twa3wha t was that
all about

on february 101019831983 sen
murkowski introintroduceddeucedduced senate
bill 373 to givegive the united
states a comprehensive nation-
al policy dealahdealihdealingwithdealing with the
arctic health is

i
just pneone sec

tionon ofthusofthlsof this imptmportanfdocuoctantortant 660
meatmeqtbenlmenl which is further divided
into behavioral calthmdi

cal issues environmental as-
pects research opportuneopportunOppopportunitiesortunatlesitles
and kesaukesouresourceacerce needs

what all thlimeansthis means iibahatbthatthat
we asis alaskasalaskansAlaskanAlaalaskanswantskans wantswant vohaveiohaveto have
some say as to who does itre
search in ourout state and that
we want to put all

I1

of their
finfindingsdingi together into one re-
source center

in this way whomever needs
information onore any arctic
subject can go to one informsinformaintorma
tiontioncntettionrenterrenter to jdfind out what
has been done in that area and
whonnwhofnwho in our state

z

to ask for turfur-
ther followup why do unnec-
essary research if the answers
you are looking for are already
out there

burthefurthefurthermoreamorermore I1 feel that it
is onlypolitoonly politepolito and ethical that
people wanting to do some
kind of study ask the commun-
ity for its prpermissionmission first
so that they have some say as

to who comes in and studies
what

what can you do it you
want tohavemohave your say on arc-
tic health policies after all
they have not been drawn up
yet we need to know what
your thoughts are as well as
tto0 identify people whom we

can contactcontact as experts on the
arctic

please send usui as boonassoonassoon as

possible the names of anyoneanyohe
you think sshouldhoullfbebe involved
with us oroi should be on our
mailing list send alla names
and commentscommentcommentstostoto committee
coordinator mr don demers
human resources planning
municipality of anchorage 1

pouch 6650065060 650 anchorage AK

202j902 his abueph6ncpbue number is

2644261.2644261264 4261 don willgivewill givegive yourut
comments to the rest of the
troqpn8pap p fr rhithiss 1&4aihaceisoyrisoyo fiance to have
your say and thelincludetide your
thoughtshoughts6non how all of this
shouldshoula be60 ilonedonetheredon eTherethere are sorso
many experts living both in

alijanijan 04k ofalaska that we need

totb know about after allsill

ahlsthlsls
I1

anpottcyira06ttcy we will have

to live with for a long time to
omecomfc


