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They are the aboriginal in-
habitants of a far northemn
land; natives of a tundra-
covered, sometimes mountain-
ous terrain who traditionally
take their livelihood from the
land, sea and the rivers and
lakes which surround them.
Although bound together by a
common language and culture,
colonists moving into their ter-
ritory from . elsewhere have
drawn four international boun-
daries across their land.

One of those boundaries is
ruled by the Soviet Union and,
despite their efforts and desires
only the smallest amount of
contact with their relatives on
that side of the border is al-
lowed. Even in the other three,
more “democratic” nations,
the Natives must continually
fight to save what they can of
their land and water rights,
their language, heritage, relig-
ion and right to subsist.

The Inuit of Alaska, Canada,
Greenland and Siberia? No,
The Sami of Norway, Sweden,
Finland and Russia. While Alas-
kan audiences may have at first
had" a hard time identifying
five, fair skinned — some blond
and blue-eyed — Sami visitors
as Native people who are in
many ways similar to them-
selves, the common bond be-
came quite apparent by the
time they departed for their
homeland last week.

The five, came from,
Norway and
ticipating in a student ex-
change program between the
Rural Education Department
of the University of Alaska
and the Sami Institute, Two
years ago, several Alaska Na-
tive visited the Sami homeland
on the first part of the ex-
change.

Ralph Eluska, director of
Rural Education and the vice-
president of the National Con-
gress of American Indians not-
ed that once the Alaska Natives
who visited the Samis had a
chance to hear their folk
songs, see their slide shows and
talk to them, it became appar-
ent that the Samis bore many
similarities to their Alaskan
hosts.

The Samis, who toured the
Anchorage, Juneau, Fairbanks,
Kotzebue, Nome, Unalakleet
and Bethel areas, agreed. “The

lifestyle, how they live off
nature, | could see many sim-
ilarities in the way we use the

~ Nature,” explained Inger Kvol-

jok of Sweden, who holds a
doctorate in eth ., and

who has spent much time herd-
ll| reindeer with her family.

mhﬁumm
same animals; the same
and  hunting. \’tllmllltl .

Per Entluq from Oumea
University in, Sweden, had a
uh:huut allf the
places. theyi yibted in Aluska,

Jan Henry Keskitalo (left), leader of the S8ami student group, visits with Hugh Beach, who is working with NANA's
reindeer herd and who has spent time in Sami land, and Inger Kvoljok, as Per Guttorm Kvenangen and Magne Ove
Varsi zip by on a three-wheeler. Not pictured is Gudrun Elissa Eriksen who had to return home early due to a death

were per-

in the family.
chorage home, iliar to all of us wherever we and WCIP, we seem to be com-  attend a Sami council confer-
“If you ame talking about go, One common theme seems ing together as indigenous peo-  ence next month as a represen-
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the tyle.” The
Samis were taken out on a
boat for some subsistence fish-
ing. “We caught 130 salmon,”
noted Guttorm, “It was great,
We caught one king salmon,
Then if you go to Kotzebue,
here we got to witness Eskimo
dancing (and eat muktuk, see
Native Olympic sports, and get
weathered in). They're great,
and | really like this Eskimo
dancing. I'm going to like it
forever.

“Then if you are going to
Nome, | always mention when
we were fishing up the river.
We did not catch so many
as Southeast, only two. But
it was a good time.”

In Unalakleet, as well as in
Nome, Bethel, and Kotzebue,
Guttorm noted that they met
people of Sami descent. The
Samis were brought to Alaska
to help launch the first rein-
deer programs in the territory.
The best thing ‘in Unalakleet
was meeting 2 Sami woman

. who could still spesk the lang-

uage.
*The most important thing,”

said Magne Owi.Varsi, a young

_joumnalist from Norway who

tative of NCAl. The executive
commitiee of WCIP will also
be there.

Jan Henry Keskitalo of Nor-
way, the leader of the group,
noted that education is one
way of reaching such goals, but
he observed that education
here and in his country faces
similar obstacles.

“l learned that in some vil-
lages they are trying to develop
their own school systems (as
an alternate to the state sys-
tems,” Keskitalo noted. “5o
there must be something in the
state-operated system that does
not fit the small villages and
societies. We learmed that in
the curriculum, the purpose is
not always what the people
expect it to be. We have the
same situation.”

The Samis situation is sim-
ilar 1o Alaska Natives in many
respects, but they have been
facing the effects of colonial-
ism Jonger and have yet to vb-
tain most of the rights they
claim as indigenous people, in-
cluding many that Alaskans
have made progress on.

"The first explorations into
Sami land by Europeans from
Southern  Scandinavia  and

to surface wherever | ple from all over the world.”

Eluska has been invited to

go.

Through' the efforts of NCAI

other in Europe began
about of ENpst, ac-
cording 10 the wiliths. “We
hed_alreddy lived, ‘there for
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i Varsi "h was
when the fim col-
st used the words, ‘this is
nd!”™ he added.
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over wide and had no
system for miking war, The
colonists simply moved in,
decided what they wanted, and
took it, !

According to the Sami visi-
tors, the same attitude re-
mains today, They estimate
their numbers in the countries
of Norway, Sweden and Fin-

land to be between 40- and,

50,000. No treaties or land
claims agreements were ever
made between the Samis and
those governments. Today, the
Samis said, they find that
whenever the governments feel
they want to do something
on the land lived and worked
on by the Samis, they do it.
The Samis have taken the
governments o court many
times, but with little success.
Most dramatic is the Alta case,
where the Norwegian govern-
ment decided to build a large
hydro-electric «dami  which
wuulc% flood out the grazing
lands "used by the Sami for
25,000 reindeer. Although the
government  allows reindeer
herders to use the land, fish on
it, hunt on it, and cut tim-
ber to build the small homes
they use while herding, it

strations began in 1979, when

they began to build the road,”
Varsi explained. “Seven young
Samis went south to Oslo and
went on a hunger strike for one
week, The federal government
capitulated, and promised to
start and investigation,”
Instead, said Varsi, they

started the project. A second

hunger strike was staged, this

time for 40 days. The strikers
had to be moved across the

border into Sweden, as the gov-

emment planned to hospitalize
them and feed them intraven-
ously. The government was un-
moved.

Next, 1,000 protestors, in-
cluding a majority of non-
Samis sympathetic to their
struggle, chained themselves to-
gether and attempted to block
the road. The police severed
the chains with electric drills,

and then, st what Keskitalo-

says was a cost of $12.8. mil-

lion dollars, they used air-

planes, helicopters, snowma
chines and dogs to round up

sure brought upon
ernment caused it to form a

committee, composed both of
Sami and non-Sami, to inves-
tigate the claims of the Sami.
A similar committee has been

formed in Sweden,

Nils A.Sombiy was one Sami

~who chose to carry the struggle
“a bit further than did his non-
wviolent

compatriots,  Along
with a partner, Sombiy tried
to sneak in some explosives
to blow up a bridge leading
to the site. Unfortunately, the
explosives went off in his
hands, causing him to lose his
left arm and his left eye.
While he was awaiting his

trial, other Samis smuggled

him out o
SIS )
Tribe in
“He's an
Varsi.
Norway d
tradition
abouts is
according
adian
ing him also.
“It is not just the
the 25,000 reindeer, the
ests, the salmon ahd the sal-
mon berries,” said Varsi of the
frustration his people feel
over the Alta incident. “It's
4 question of the right

how in the late 1800s, a law
was forbidding the Sami

with some irony that in some
cases, the same missionaries
involved in bringing in the
good word were also involved
in bringing in the alcohol
which was destroying many of
the people.

“To read the Bible is not
the same as being taught by
the Christian people,” said
Guttorm. “You can read the
Bible and get something good,
then go to the priest and get
something else.”



