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A recent diving survey by the
department of the interiors bur-
eau of commercial fisheries
BCF has provided reassuring

information on the abundance
of sea urchins a favorite food
of the sea otters of alaskasalanskas
amchitkaAmchitka bay

charles H meacham commis-
sioner of fish and wildlife said
a special team of divers from the
BCF biological laboratory at
auke bay and the university of
washington spent 7 days survey-
ing the area around amchitkaAmchitka
island 2000000 miles east of ju-
neau

what was expected to be a
routine diving assignment turned
out to be an extremely produc-
tive underwater venture it was
believed that amchitkaAm chitka sea otters
had become so numerous that
they had reduced their main food
supply of sea urchins to a low
point

instead the diverdive r scienscientistsfiststists
found that in depths of 30 to 70
feet sea urchins literally carpeted

the floor of the sea
concentrations of urchins av-

eraged 100 per square yard in
the zones investigated suggesting
that a plentiful foodsupply exists
for the sea otters additional
dives later this year will verify

whether theiheahe sea urchins are a-
bundant around the entire island

the study group concentrated
on subtidalsub tidal areas gathering infor-
mation on the kinds and abun-
dance of hiamarinerine plants and ani-
mals to help the atomic energy

commission measure environ
mental effectseftectsofafanofanan underground

irratomic tesi to bee conducteducted at
amchitkaarrfchitkaAmchitka


